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Education and Democracy
Lesson Topic:  Public education is the foundation of democracy.
Level:  Advanced
Lesson Objectives:  Students will
· demonstrate, by class discussion, their understanding of the political roots of universal education in America
· reflect on their own lives and write three examples of how American educational values affect them
· state orally what the Bill of Rights is and why it is important
Time Allotted:  90 minutes  (More time is recommended.  See Evaluation.)
Suggested Vocabulary:


Thomas Jefferson


Bill of Rights


Founding Fathers
universal education


Freedom of speech 

suffrage

American experiment

common man

Public library
digital democracy

Materials Used:
Declaration of Independence 

U.S. Constitution with Bill of Rights

Various websites as noted within this lesson
Laptop, data projector, internet, document camera
Procedure

Thomas Jefferson saw universal education as the foundation of democracy
Introductory Discussion:  Use the document camera to display Appendix A on the screen.  Discuss each quotation and its meaning with the class.  Emphasize that Jefferson believed the common man could and should be educated.
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Jefferson’s Contribution to America’s Key Documents:  Display Jefferson’s picture http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/thomasjefferson and explain his historic role in the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights—documents upon which our country is based.

Display http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration.html.  Point out that the Declaration of Independence says government gets its power from the consent of the governed:  “that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.” (from the Declaration of Independence)

Display your choice of these for the Bill of Rights

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/billofrightsintro.html 

http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/freedom/bill 
http://www.britannica.com/presidents/article-9116913 
http://www.serendipity.li/hr/jeff0950.htm
Talk about Jefferson’s great distrust of aristocracy and strong government.  Jefferson did not attend the Constitutional Convention; however, he wrote James Madison in 1787:  "A bill of rights is what the people are entitled to against every government on earth, general or particular; and what no just government should refuse, or rest on inferences."  Emphasize Jefferson’s insistence on a Bill of Rights as a curb “to guard liberty against the legislative as well and the executive branches of the government.”  (Thomas Jefferson to Francis Hopkinson, 1789)

The historical context:  Explain that there was no compulsory education at the beginning of the country and that a very few privileged people received an education. 
Jefferson’s hopes for public education:  Show the following website, http://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/92uva/92facts1.htm, and point out the parts that indicate Jefferson’s  
· thoughts on the way education of the masses could be achieved (especially taxation for universal education), 
· plan for the University of Virginia, and 
· 1810 letter to Koscuisko.
The University of Virginia was legally established in 1818, while Jefferson was alive, but there was still no universal education at the time of Jefferson’s death on July 4, 1826.  (Note:  If the above URL does not work for you, search for Education as the Keystone to the New Democracy.) 
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Jefferson’s dream  of universal education takes shape 
Horace Mann and the common school.  Horace Mann of Massachusetts carried on Jefferson’s dream:  http://www.pbs.org/onlyateacher/horace.html.  Mann was considered the Father of the Common School.  He believed in education for all social classes together.  (Note:  You may be able to show a video:  In the menu on the left of your screen, click on Teaching Timeline.  In the page that comes up, click on multimedia timeline, then on 1830.  A video excerpt from PBS uses shockwave and real-player plug-ins.  In lieu of this video, you can display http://www.old-picture.com/daguerreotypes/Horace-Mann.htm .)
Universal education becomes compulsory:  Display Appendix D with your document camera.  Lead students in a discussion of how Appendix D shows Jefferson’s dream in progress.

The dream grows 
Quakers and the Free School Movement:  Quakers (Friends), could not attend universities in England because they were not members of the Church of England.  Quakers in America emphasized education, starting free schools for children of the poor and unchurched: http://www.quakerinfo.com/quak_edu.shtml.
City College of New York:  Use your choice(s) of the following sites: http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/City_University_of_New_York.aspx
http://www1.ccny.cuny.edu/
http://www1.ccny.cuny.edu/prospective/aboutus/index.cfm 

City College of New York emerged from the Quaker-inspired Free School movement.  Founded in 1847 as the Free Academy of New York City to give children of immigrants and the poor access to free higher education on the basis of academic merit alone, it is “one of America’s great democratic achievements.”  In the words of founder Townsend Harris, excellence requires inclusion of “the children of the whole people.”  This school gave opportunity to the immigrant Jewish community that was typically denied admission to elite Protestant institutions of higher education. Nine City College alumni were Nobel Laureates during the Twentieth Century. http://www.ccnyalumni.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=100&Itemid=285
The GI Bill:  After World War II, Congress passed the GI bill to re-integrate veterans into civilian society (through education) and reward them for their service to America.  Under this bill, benefits may be used to pursue an undergraduate or graduate degree at a college or university, a cooperative training program, or an accredited independent study program leading to a degree.
Wealthy Philanthropists support the Jeffersonian ideal of public education.  Here are three examples: 
1. Steel magnate Andrew Carnegie paid for libraries across America.  
http://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/50carnegie/50carnegie.htm 
2. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (Microsoft) helps libraries throughout the United States provide free computer and internet service to their patrons.  http://www.gatesfoundation.org/united-states-libraries/Pages/overview.aspx
3. The Pew Charitable Trusts set up by the children of Joseph and Mary Pew (Sun Oil Company) foster civic participation by supporting projects designed for improving public policy, informing the public, and stimulating civic life.  
See

· http://www.pewtrusts.org/about_us.aspx 

· http://www.pewtrusts.org/our_work.aspx 

For examples of their projects, see 
· http://www.pewtrusts.org  (see left margin of screen)
http://www.pewinternet.org/topics/Digital-Divide.aspx 
· http://www.pewhispanic.org  

What is happening today? 

A New York Times story cites studies indicating an education gap between rich and poor:   http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/10/education/education-gap-grows-between-rich-and-poor-studies-show.html?_r=1&hpw 
Display the abstract for this Harvard paper on Expanding Suffrage vs Informed Citizens:  http://scholar.harvard.edu/jlhochschild/publications/if-democracies-need-informed-voters-how-can-they-thrive-while-expanding-en 

This paper says 

(1) Well-informed voters are necessary to keep a strong democracy.

(2) Over the last two centuries, the proportion of the population allowed to vote has gotten larger.

(3) This increase in the proportion of the population allowed to vote usually means a decrease in the proportion of voters who are politically well informed.

Evaluation

Overall, the lesson went well and peaked student interest.  There was insufficient time for student discussion.  This lesson would work best split into segments over a longer time period with ample opportunity for extended student response and discussion.
The internet connection faltered during a significant portion of the class time, which was a good reminder of the need for backup plans when the internet is an anticipated component of any presentation or lesson.  However, [teacher] preparation and the document camera enabled the lesson to continue essentially as planned.
Appendix A
Thomas Jefferson’s Beliefs

· “Whenever people are well-informed they can be trusted with their own government.”
· “Information is the currency of democracy.”
· “Educate and inform the whole mass of the people...they are the only sure reliance for the preservation of our liberty.”
Appendix B
Student Discussion 1
In small groups, do the following:

· Choose one of the quotes by Jefferson.

· “Whenever people are well-informed they can be trusted with their own government.”

·  “Information is the currency of democracy.” 

· “Educate and inform the whole mass of the people...they are the only sure reliance for the preservation of our liberty.”

· Discuss what it means.
· Do you agree or disagree with Jefferson’s philosophy?  Why or why not?
· Share your group’s answer with the class.
Appendix C
Student Pair Work
In pairs, discuss the following:

· What was the Bill of Rights?
· Why did Jefferson believe that it was so important?
· How important is the Bill of Rights to you?
Appendix D

Universal Education becomes compulsory
1918:  All states mandated all children must attend school through the eighth grade or age 16. High school was optional, and society considered those with an eighth-grade education fully educated.

1930:  Less than 20 percent of the population graduated from high school.

1990:  More than 20 percent graduated from college.

The public education system succeeds in achieving political and economic goals

· Voters are educated.

· Democratic values are passed on to immigrants and children.

· Americans are economically viable

· Public schools, community colleges and public universities have thrived.
· Americans believe in second chances.
Appendix E
Student Response
Reflect on these political and economic achievements:
· Voters are educated.

· Democratic values are passed on to immigrants and children.

· Americans are economically viable

· Public schools, community colleges and public universities have thrived.  

· Americans believe in second chances.  

Write three statements that exemplify how American educational values impact your lives.
Share your statements with a partner, offering feedback and asking questions.
Share your statements with the entire class.

Appendix F

Andrew Carnegie — Steel Magnate

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation –– Microsoft

Joseph and Mary Pew — Sun Oil Company

Student Discussion 2
In small groups, discuss the following:

· Are you familiar with any of the above philanthropists?
· How have they positively contributed to American education?
· How can you make a positive contribution to American education?

Appendix G
Student Discussion 3
In small groups, discuss the following:

· What is your reaction to the Harvard thesis?
· Do voters need to be well informed for democracy to thrive?
· How informed are you about the issues that affect American society?
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Student Discussion 1





Divide students into small groups. Display Appendix B with your document camera.  Let each group choose one quote and review� its meaning in their group. Then the group decides if they agree or disagree with Jefferson’s philosophy and why they feel as they do.  Finally, ask each group to share their thoughts with the class.











Student Pair Work





Display Appendix C with your document camera and divide students into pairs to discuss the questions.  Ask for volunteers to share their thoughts with the class.











Student Response





Display Appendix E with your document camera.  





Ask students to reflect on the political and economic goals in Appendix E and write three statements that exemplify how American educational values impact their lives.  Students may then share their statements with a partner, giving feedback and asking questions of one another.  Finally, let volunteers share with the entire class, opening up an opportunity for class responses to the statements and further discussion.











Student Discussion 2





Display Appendix F with your document camera.  Divide students into small groups to discuss the questions and share their answers with the class. 











Student Discussion 3 





Display Appendix G with your document camera and divide the students into small groups to discuss the question.  Let the groups share and debate their answers.
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