Announcing a Run for the Presidency
Overview:  Students watch and discuss internet videos of candidates for political office.  Then, using Apple iPad2s with the new, free Educreations app, students plan their own announcement to run for President. 

Level:  Advanced
Lesson Objectives
Students will begin using an iPad2
Students will record 3 sentences explaining
· where they would announce their presidential run, 
· which media they would use, and 
· what message they would like to embody.
Time allotted
2 hours

Vocabulary
run for president
media 
location
Materials
5 iPad2s with the Educreations app (free) installed on every iPad2
Wireless internet access, especially to http://www.youtube.com .
a whiteboard, markers, pencils and paper, laptop and data projector.

Procedure
Meet the iPad2 
Give students 5 minutes to play around with the iPad2s at the start of class.  This is essential.  It enables you to see quickly which students have the least familiarity with technology and which students need to be paired to fully benefit from the lesson.
I had 7 students using 5 iPad2s. Some naturally paired up and used one together. I told them to use it to check their email, open apps, and/or check their Facebook. Very quickly 1 student emerged as not being technology proficient, and she paired with another student who guided her. I stepped back during this time:  I wanted students to solve their issues alone, in pairs, or as a group.

Obama for President 
1. Start class discussion by asking students what they have heard about running for President. List their ideas on the board.

2. Show students the following timeline of a presidential nomination run.

Announcement--->Campaign-Primaries/Caucus--->Nomination/Convention

3. Tell students that the class will study a candidate making his announcement today. Go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdJ7Ad15WCA and watch a few minutes or jump throughout the video so students get an idea of the setting and of the media used to make the announcement.  (If you have difficulty with the URL, use your favorite search engine to look for Barack Obama’s Presidential Announcement – You Tube.)

Tell students not to focus on the whole of Obama’s speech and perhaps get distracted by unfamiliar words.  Instruct them to listen for (1) the setting of Obama’s announcement and (2) the media by which the announcement was made. 

I projected the video on a whiteboard using a laptop/projector combination, but students can access it on the iPad2.  (IPad2s have internal speakers, but for multiple viewing/listening experiences in the same room, students need earphones.)

4. Lead a discussion using sentence frames such as: 
I think Obama picked this media because ___________. 
Model if needed. There are no wrong answers.  Everyone is entitled to his/her opinion (even if some may seem more feasible than others).

5. After students give some input, fill in the gaps by telling them that this is Senator Obama’s announcement speech (before he was elected President). The speech took place in Springfield, IL.  Springfield is the state capital of Illinois.

 Put this table on the board and use it as a basis for discussion to find out the reason behind the choice of media and location for then Senator Obama.

	
	Media + reason
	Location + reason
	Message + reason

	Obama’s announcement

	
	
	

	Schwarzenegger’s

Announcement

	
	
	


Now help students fill in their knowledge gaps. Use this as a non-exhaustive instructor key:
	
	Media (+ reason)
	Location (+ reason)
	Message + reason

	Obama’s announcement
	· “face to face” (being close to the people)

· Video (so it can be watched beyond Springfield
	· Springfield, IL (capital of the state Senator Obama represented)

· Springfield, IL (Being in a place where people know him, so they would come and cheer him)

· Outside (so many people can attend)


	Leave blank for now. This category is here for students to understand that having a message is important

	Schwarzenegger’s

Announcement

	
	
	


Schwarzenegger for Governor
1. Read the first 2 paragraphs of http://articles.cnn.com/2003-08-06/politics/candidates.announce_1_austrian-born-movie-star-california-governor-movie-action-hero?_s=PM:ALLPOLITICS.  (If needed, use your favorite search engine to look for Schwarzennegger announces bid for governor – CNN.)

If students do not know the “Jay Leno show” show them a few minutes of this, a You Tube video called Governor Schwarzenegger Pumps GERRYMANDERING on Leno (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lB7TG92QK8Q). Compare it to a similar show in their own culture -- Sabado Gigante for Latinos. This video is not the official announcement but it gives students an idea of what the show is about.

Lead a discussion using sentence frames such as: I think Schwarzenegger picked this media because ___________. 
Model if needed. There are no wrong answers.  Everyone is entitled to his/her opinion (even if some may seem more feasible than others).

2. Use the non-exhaustive instructor key on the next page to fill in student input gaps:
	
	Media (+ reason)
	Location (+ reason)
	Message + reason

	Obama’s announcement
	· “face to face” (being close to the people)

· Video (so it can be watched beyond Springfield
	· Springfield, IL (capital of the state that Senator Obama represented)

· Springfield, IL (Being in a place where people know him, so they would come and cheer him)

· Outside (so many people can attend)

	Leave blank for now. This category is here for students to understand that having a message is important

	Schwarzenegger’s announcement
	· TV (wide audience
· TV (everyone in CA and in the country knows him already)

· TV (he is an actor and at ease in front of the camera)

	· CA (even if the show is seen all over the US, it is shot in CA)
	Leave blank for now. This category is here for students to understand that having a message is important


Announcing My Own Presidential Run
1. Have students use the table below to plan the announcement of their own Presidential run. 

Then have students use the free Educreations app (available free on the Apple App Store) to record their work and explain the reason for their choices. 

For the Message and rationale, students may use the following sentence starter: My message would be _____ because _________.

	
	Media + rationale
	Location + rationale
	Message + rationale

	Me


	
	
	


2. Let students exchange iPad2s and play the presentations. Use this step as a peer edit/review. 

Ask students to take note of the most meaningful rationale they hear and share it with the class.
A Sample of Student Work
The iPad2s do not have USB ports, so it is impossible for students to save their work on a flashdrive and share it at home. Instead every document has to be saved either to the Ipad2 or online. The Educreations app allows for created document to be shared with the world via Facebook, Twitter, and email attachments only. All of these involve setting up an account with Educreations, which is done in a matter of seconds.  I created a YouTube Channel using Google Docs for students to post their presentations.  
[Note:  Check with your school to determine any institutional policies or preferences regarding class use of internet sites.]
A student presentation by Marita is called Announcing a Run for the Presidency.  Marita's presentation was done with an Ipad2 using the Educreations App and was uploaded to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8mE7JLA6DYg  on 01-27-12.  
[Instructor’s Note:  I emailed Marita’s presentation to myself, screen-captured it and edited it via Windows Movie Maker (a free download) to create the You Tube video.]
Editorial Note:  In addition to the online version of Marita’s work, a PowerPoint version (with audio typed at the bottom of each slide) and a Windows Media Player version accompany this lesson plan, serving as backups to ensure that future readers of this report can always access a copy of Marita’s work.  The PowerPoint was done using Jing, a free screen capture tool, and the Windows Media Player version was done with Snagit, an inexpensive screen capture tool.  Both Jing and Snagit are from TechSmith.com.
For More Information about Educreations

To learn more about Educreations, use your favorite search engine to look for Educreations, or try the following links:

· http://www.educreations.com/about  (Educreations.com)
· http://www.educreations.com/faq  (Educreations.com)
· http://teacherswithapps.com/?p=5766  (Teachers with apps)
· http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2011/12/educreations-use-your-ipad-as.html  
(Free Technology for Teachers)
· http://www.hackeducation.com/2011/12/12/educreations-diy-whiteboard-video-tutorials-on-the-ipad/  (Educreation’s:  DIY Whiteboard VideoTutorials on the iPad 
· http://www.apple.com/ipad/from-the-app-store  (Apps for iPad)

