An Original Tale

By Zsofi Teleki

Blue Ridge Community College

Topic:
Extemporaneous writing.  No prior preparation.

Level:
TOEFL class

Time:
My class had thirty minutes in one class plus fifteen additional minutes in the next class to finish up the story.

Materials:
For this lesson, you need pictures, posters, or objects that can serve as the basis for a story.  Put these around the classroom before class begins.  I used a selection of art posters.

The Assignment:  When I tell my students that we will do a writing assignment, they know that means they have to compose something original.  For this particular extemporaneous writing, I told students to pick one of the art posters that I had put on the walls of the classroom and make up a completely original story inspired by the poster.  They could choose any poster.

Final Format:  Samples of the students’ stories follow this lesson plan.  These were completed in a single draft, although I usually allow for re-writes.  I liked these so much that I have used them without correction to show the students’ original work.  The stories have been typed, preserving the spelling and sentence structure of the handwritten originals.  A student took photos of the posters to accompany the stories here and in local presentation.

Local Presentation:  The stories are on our school bulletin board to share.  Photos of the posters are attached to each story.

Surprises:  My biggest surprise was the speed with which the stories poured out of most of the students.

Thoughts for the Future:  I want to choose a single picture for all students and see how different the various stories are.  For another future assignment, I want to write an opinion on the board and ask students to agree or disagree, with the understanding that there can be no incorrect opinions--only incorrect English.

Memories of a childhood love

Far away from here in Pensylvania, there is a boy who lives in a castle.  Around it there are colorful big trees.  There is a blue long river, a mile from the castle which the boy loves to go to.  He is the prince of the castle.  He loves to live there because he has everything he always wanted.  There is something he does not have.  There are friends.  The castle is miles away from civilization.  The prince has teachers and tutors who come all the way from the big cities to teach him what they know.

One day he went to the lake to side his boat.  He did not expect to see someone there but somebody was staring at him.  He did not notice it.  This person tried to get closer climbing a tree so that he or she could see better the prince.  It was a girl who wanted to see the handsome prince.  When she arrive to the top, she steps on a brok branch.  Then, she falls down to the river.  The prince heard that someone or something had jumped off of something.

When he got closer, he saw a gorgeous tall girl with brown eyes and long brown hair.  From there on, they start a nice friendship.  They liked each other but they did not find the words to say what they felt.  They are still friends and they like the way how they have fun.  What they want is just to enjoy their life and their teen lifes together.

The prince never knew that the girl was the one who jumped off.  The did not imagine how fast years passes by.  The girl’s name was Lora and the prince’s name was Jem.. Lora’s parents have been told her that they had to move to another country because of her father’s company.  She felt sad, angry, and so in love with Jem.  She did not know how to tell him that she was leaving.  Eventhough they were just friends.  She did not know either tell him she was in love or just go away without telling him what she really felt.

She spent nights without any sleep.  She was thinking about him.  She finally told him she was leaving.  She never told him her feelings.  She went away without saying anything.  He felt the same about her but did not tell her anything.  He wanted her to enjoy the opportunities her parents and the country would give it to her.  They kept writing e-mails and taking on the phone.  It was not the same though.  They were meeting new people.  Suddenly, they stopped writing letters and none of them heard from each other for a long time.

When Lora came back to the town she had left long time ago, everything was different.  She realized than 10 years have passed by.  She wanted to know why Jem never wrote back to her.  When she went to the beautiful castle, she found out that the prince who used to take her sleep away had died.  His parents told Lora he have had an airplane accident.  She did no what to tell.  She never found out if he loved her.  Nowadays, she has moved close to the castle.  She has a family.  She still remembers her first love.  She will never forget him eventhough she loves her husband.  She has beautiful memories about him.  The end.


[image: image7.png]



______________

My name is Fernanda Paladines.  I was born Guayaquil-Ecuador.  I am 20 years old.  I study at Blue Ridge Community College.  I have two sisters and one brother.  I live in Arden.  I am studying Business Administration.

The Ranch

I was 8 years old when my dad tok me to his ranch ere he would spent almost the holday working with others.

It was a Monday morning when that happened.  It was a beautiful morning, sun was shining up on us.  It was still a little cold but I liked it.  I will never forget the many horses I saw I was impres what they were doing at the ranch.

It was all about raising and feeding horses making sure that they were in good helth but the interesting part about’m is that they can eat so much that you would think that they’re going to get seck from eating so much not only that they can drink and run a lot too.

This is just the first 3 hours at the ranch and I was allready hungry and tired so I deside to set down to rest but I felt to sleep so I don’t now what happened the rest of the day at the ranch.
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__________________

I’m Higinio Dothe from Ixmiguilpan Hildalgo Mexico.  I’m still single and am living in the USA for 10 years.  I like to work and I love children.

Dying to live

It was the morning of June 5, 1963, when Sam and his son, Monty, decided to go fishing.  It was the first day of Monty’s summer vacation, and Sam wanted to teach his only son how he started the career that he learned from his own father.

Sam and Monty were very close, and they had a special bond, for Monty’s mom passed away when she was giving birth to him.  “Tell me about the Midtreannean, dad,” Monty said to his father as soon as they got into the little boat.  “Well, son, the Midtreanean is a beautiful sea.  It has all different kind of fish and people from all around the world come to enjoy it and …”  Suddenly Sam’s voice flattened when something big hit the boat from underneath them.

First, Sam thought it was a big rock, but when the boat got hit for the second time.  It was clear that a big whale was trying to flip the boat.

“Come next to me, son,” screamed Sam.  But, but before Monty can answer his dad’s call, the whale hit the boat one more time causing it to flip.  Although Sam and Monty lived just a few miles away from the Midtreannean, Monty didn’t know how to swim.  “Dad…dad…” screamed Monty as he grabed the side of the flipped boat.  But his dad was no where to be found.

Monty cried and called for help over and over again, but no one was there to help him, and suddenly the boat started to sink.

When Monty was completely out of hope, and when the vigours wave was sinking him with the boat, a hand griped his shoulders from underneath the water.  A second later he was riding on top of the wave.

For a long time, Monty thought that he was dreaming, and he couldn’t open his eyes.  His heart was sinking with fear, his teeth shuttered.  “Are you all right, boy?” an unfamiliar voice echoed.

Before Monty could open his mouth, or eyes, another voice was echoing in the water.  “Monty, my son, it is all my fault.  I should’ve tought you how to swim.”

“Dad?” Monty finally said opening his eyes.

The son and the father were reunited in an emotional scene while the fisherman that rescued Monty was wiping the tears from his eyes.

The very next day, Monty and his dad were in the shallow water for Monty’s first swimming lesson.  The end.
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_____________

Lina Adas came from Jerusalem.  She is an Arab and wanted to raise healthy well adjusted children in a safe environment.  She and her husband operate the BRCC cafeteria and have succeeded in raising their children.  Both are continuing their own education, and Lina would like a bachelors degree.

“A story in New York City”

In a regular day in New York City, there is a time where even the smallest space in the streets are crowded with people.  That’s because everyone is getting out of work, and getting ready for the night life.  New York is known as the city that never sleeps.  It’s a place where you will never get bored.  Families go with their children to the downtown just for having fun and doing something different insted of being at home.  Carolina and Scott used to go to the highest buildings where they could feel as in the Titanic boat.  They are a beautiful couple who has been in New York City all their life.  They have been in all the restaurants and night clubs that are in the city.  Everytime they had friends from other cities or states, they will know exactly where to take them to best places.  Carolina and Scott are eighty and eighty-five now.  They are living in the same neighborhood where they met and fell in love at first sight.  Now after sixty years of all the crazyness adventures they lived together, they decided to take a break and stay at their home waiting just for the call of God.  Meanwhile they are going to watch all the different lights that New York City has, they are going to hear all the different sounds that New York City keeps.  Everything would be just a little more for their memory. . . 

… I forgot to mention that they had children and of course grandchildren.  But as I said Carlina and Scott were not living with their generation because what they wanted is to keep their memories alive without forgetting their family.  They would give them a call or something to let their sons and daughters know they are just fine.

One time Carolina and Scott decided to take a walk in the downtown of New York City.  While they were walking, a sudden and huge rock crashed into a big building.  None knew what had happened.  Scott wanted to get closer so that he can see it better, but suddenly another inmense rock was coming down from the sky and hit Scott.  Carolina was astonished and speechless.  She came up to Scott, but it was too late.  Scott was buried under that rock.  
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People in the streets started screaming and crying because more rocks kept falling from the sky.  Everyone thought the end of the world was coming, but it wasn’t.  What happened was that there had been a secret Japanese base proving their nuclear bombs.  The whole city was completely destroyed, just as Carolina was.  She couldn’t believe what had happened.  She thought everything was a nightmare.  The day before that terrible day was the saddest day in the city.  Carolina died two days before because of a heart attack of suffering too much.  Years later a book was published about their stories and the fatal accident that finished their lives.

___________

My name is Marcia C. Paladines.  I’m 19 years old.  I am from Guayaquil, Ecuador.  I have one brother, and two sisters.  I live in Arden, North Carolina.  I study English at Blue Ridge Community College.

Once Upon a Time
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Once upon the time there was a wonderful place in a beautiful country.  It was like a magic place, the mountains, the lake, the boats, everything was beautiful.  There was a castle also, a huge, ancient and magic castle.  Inside the castle lived a princess who was waiting for her prince to rescue her because she could not go outside the castle for any reason.  The king forbade her to go outside or talk with foreigners or people outside the caste.  She had everything inside that place.  The best food, banquet everyday, the best clothes, made with the most fine materials.  She had gold, silver and jewelrys. She had servants and everything that money can buy inside that place.  From outside everybody could say that this castle was a wonderful place to live, even a magic place and that people that live there were the happiest people in the world.  You also could say that the princess was the most beautiful woman you have ever seen, and when you look at her you could say without any shadow of a doubt that she was happy and also that she had peace in her heart, but something was missing.

Our eyes can see with is outside but not what is inside, and inside she was the lonliest and the sadest person in the world because she had everything but true and inconditional love.

___________________

My name is Mariano Borge and I am from Nicaragua.  I was born in Managua on April 30, 1971.  I went to a elementary school in a small school in my neighborhood and I attended High School at Ramires Gugena Institute.  After my graduation from High School I attended College for three years at National Engineering University.  During those years of education I also went to the National Conservatory of Music and I learned how to play the clarinet and saxophone.  In 2003 I traveled to U.S.A. and started working in construction and now I attend to the Fruitland Bible Institute and Blue Ridge Community College.

IRELAND

Long time ago there was a big house right on the shore.  A man with his wife and three children lived there.  The man owned a farm.  There was a handful of farmers work for him plowing and planting the fields.

Another work in the sea to fish.  So slowly aroung the big house became a little town.  One day the owner and the wife went for a walk in the farm.  An idea came to him to name the town.  He asks one of the workers to call everybody for a meeting in the house after work.  So he did.  After work everyone came to the meeting.  Nobody knew what is the meeting about so everyone has a story about it.  Some said the owner is getting very old and he is asking the oldest of his sons to run the farm.  Other group said that he is closing the farm and selling it and he is no longer needed their help.  And the guessing game went on and on.

But the time came and everyone was there.  The owner show up and stated speaking.  He told the crowd why he asked them to come and asked them to think of a name for their town.  Everyone in the crowd were astonish.  That’s because no one could even get close to guess what the meeting about.  The sudden everyone in the room start talking, that the room with the noise coming from every dirriction sounds like obedaines noise comming from everyone.  Some after the owner of the farm was quite.  Then he asked everyone to be quite no one heard what he said, so he knoke at the table to get everybody attinsion.  He asked if anyone have a suggestion.  A man stood up and asked for some time to think the matter and come back for another meeting.  They agree to meet again in a few days.

In this meeting few names for the town were given.  Everyone put a name whant his to be picked for the town.  So the owner of the farm suggested to vote for the name out of all names given.  Everyone loved the idia so they did.  A name for the town was picked and everyone were very happy because they don’t have to call it town anymore.  They can say it now Ireland.
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________________

Mohamid Abu Adas came from Jerusalem.  He is an Arab and wanted to raise healthy well adjusted children in a safe environment.  He and his wife operate the BRCC cafeteria and have succeeded in raising their children.  Both are continuing their own education.

The Olympic Dream
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About 2000 miles from here, in Colorado.  There is a young man, his name is Ben.  Ben is 16 years old.  He is part of a big family.  He has 4 brothers and 2 sisters.  Ben loves sports, specially snowbord.  He tries to practice every day after school for at least 2 hours.  Sometimes he cannot practice because he has homework or he has to help his dad in his little convenience store.  One day Ben told his dad, “Dad, last night I had a dream.  I dream that I went to the Olympics, as part of our country’s team.  From that day Ben’s dad attitude was very different to him.  He used to be very mean when Ben was practicing his snowboarding.  Now he was giving a lot of support to his son.

Two weeks later, after school, Tom, Ben’s dad, told him, son I’m going to tell you something.  When I was about your age, I was part of my school team and I had the same dream.  I used to love practicing and playing with my teammates.  We had a very good team, but one day my dad decided that I could not be part of the team any more, because I had to help him to raise my sisters.  Ben was very quiet listening to his dad and his dad told him, “Please don’t tell this to anybody.”  From now on I will be your coach.

From that day Ben and his dad started working together after school.  Tom took his son to every local competition until they qualify for the national finals.  Finally after two years working as a team Ben and his dad Tom got an invitation to be part of US sky team.  Tom was the happiest man in the world because after 40 years his son was living something he never could seen his dream come true.

_______________

Name:  Raul Souza

Country of origin:  Chile

Family members:  2 brothers, 3 sisters; married and 2 sons

7 years living in the USA
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