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My name is Olga Cortes. I came from Michoacan, Mexico. I have lived in this country for eleven years. I have been married for eleven years. I have two children and another that is coming soon. I have attended the ESL class for one year. I've learned a lot of things that I didn't know before. I hope to learn more, because I have an excellent teacher. She is very nice and explains every word very clearly. I wish to learn more English and be able to communicate with anyone in this country. 

Mee Yang Lor
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My name is Mee Yang Lor. I am from Laos. I have five children. I started coming to class in the year 2005. I like to learn English.

Gloria Ayala
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My name is Gloria Ayala. I’m from Guadalajara, Mexico. I have two children. I have been here since 1997. I like this country because my family and I have opportunities for a better life. I have lived in this country for 8 years. My husband works in a Mexican restaurant. I come to school because I need to learn more English. I have an excellent teacher.

Delia Urquiza
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I am Delia Urquiza. I come from Toluca, Mexico. I have been here for 15 years. I have one daughter. I am working. I also go to school. I want to learn English to have good opportunities. When I arrived here I did not have money, a job or a house. I didn't have a car, so I didn't drive. I didn't know anybody. I didn't speak English. I felt down in the dumps. I saw only trees. Everything scared me, but I wanted to stay here. In 1979, I was in Florida. There my daughter was born. After six months, I went back to Mexico because I was illegal. In 1989, I came back to get my green card and to give my daughter the opportunity to go to school. She is studying Business. Today everything is better.

Maria Rivas
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My name is Maria Rivas. I’m from Morelia, Mexico. I have been here since 1980. I’m grateful to this country because I have had many opportunities to excel. Before I was illegal, now, thanks to God, I’m a citizen of the United States of America. Also, God gave me a good family. He gave me my daughter, my son, and my husband. I've worked for 24 years in this country. Now, I'm taking an ESL class. I started last year in March 2005. The teacher is very nice and helpful. Her name is Rosa Torres. She comes from Colombia, S.A. 

In April 1, 1985, I had a life threatening surgery. I had it at the General Hospital in Los Angeles, CA.  Once again, I say thanks to God and this country because I’m a survivor. The doctor told my husband that the surgery was very serious. Many times I say I'm thankful for the U.S.A. because my husband has a very good job, and my children are both studying at Surry Community College. I’m proud of my family! 

Rosa María Torres
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My name is Rosa Maria Torres. I come from Cortazar Guanajuato, Mexico. I came to this country many years ago. I live in Mount Airy, NC with my husband and my son. Soon I will have a new baby. I’ve received from this country many things. I’m grateful because thanks to God and this country, I’m living very well. For the time being, I’m trying to learn English. I have a nice and excellent teacher. Her name is also Rosa Torres. I have been in the ESL program for one year. I’ve learned to write and read in English. I’m happy because I understand now a little more.

Simón Hernández
[image: image7.jpg]e

| there are





My name is Simon Hernandez. I was born on October 28, 1963 in Mexico. My family was very poor, so my father decided to come to the U.S. to work. It was on September 19, 1978. I was thirteen years old when we crossed the Rio Grande. It took us three days and two nights to get to Texas and then we drove to North Carolina. I worked in tobacco. Ten years later I got married. My wife’s name is Maria. We have two boys and a daughter. My son’s names are Thomas and Saul. Thomas is fifteen years old and Saul is fourteen years old. My daughter’s name is Rosa Isabel. She is nine years old. I have been in North Carolina for twenty years. I like the people here. I have been in the ESL program that Surry Community College offers at Jones Family Resource Center for six months. I like the way my teacher speaks to us. 

Simona Tapia
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My name is Simona Tapia. I’m from Mexico. My family is my love. I have four children. They are my life. I have been living here for eighteen years. I like this country, because you can do everything you like to do with your life. My family likes it here, too.  My husband works here. My daughters’ names are Carmela, Berry and Elizabeth. My son's name is Francisco. He goes to school. I also go to school because I need to speak more English. I’ve been in this school for one year.

Luz Osorio
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My name is Luz Osorio. I’m from El Salvador. I’m 42 years old. I came to the United States in 1985 with my two children and my husband. It was very difficult to come to another country. My son was 5 years old and my daughter was nine months old. I first worked as a babysitter and then as a housekeeper. Ten years later I bought a house. 

I came to North Carolina to visit a friend. I liked it here, so I decided to go back to California and sell my house. I sold my house and I moved to Mount Airy, NC. My life was difficult, but everything I dreamed of came true. 

I started coming to school ten months ago. It has been a lot of help. These past months have taught me not to be shy anymore. Now I can do a lot of important things. I am able to speak English on the phone and talk with other people. Also, I can understand what others are saying. I’m not nervous when I’m talking. I’m very grateful to be in the ESL program. Thanks to my teacher who has helped me a lot these past months. She is a great teacher.

Irene Reyes
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My name is Irene Reyes. I come from Aguascalientes, Mexico.  I have been living in this country with my husband and my four daughters for 11 years. Soon I’ll become a grandmother, which I feel very proud of.  I began to take classes on September, 2005. This program has helped me understand and comprehend the people of this country. I have progressed and I know that sooner or later I’ll meet my goal. 

María de Jesús Juarez
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I am Maria de Jesus Juarez. I come from Mexico. I came to this country to work. Also, most of my family lives here, too. In my country I was terrified; it was a nightmare for me. Here I have tried to forget it. After arriving here I feel safer and I am not afraid. The opportunities are better for me and my daughter. She goes to school and I work and go to school, too. I'm trying very hard at school. I'm happy because I have the opportunity to study. I only ask God to let me stay longer. I'm afraid to return to my country. There are much better things here for me and my daughter. 
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