Bio-Poems with a Twist

By Pat Wepprecht

Brunswick Community College

Like other teachers, I am always looking for something to write with my students.  On this occasion, the material we were covering made the opportunity to include a “bio-poem” with a twist:  Instead of writing about themselves, students wrote about a family member.
After I introduced the idea of a bio-poem to the students, we began to work on both a bio-poem model and the vocabulary we needed to complete the students’ individual writings.
This model goes like this (from McGraw-Hill’s All Star  series by Linda Lee, Jean Bernard, Kristin Sherman, Stephen Sloan, Grace Tanaka,  and Shirley Velasco.)
Line 1: the person’s first name
Line 2: the person’s relation to you

Line 3: three adjectives that describe the person

Line4: three things the person likes

Line 5: three things the person dislikes

Line 6: languages the person speaks

Line 7: the person’s occupation

Line 8:the person’s last name or family name

Using the model above, I worked on a poem on the board with the students.

In previous lessons we had covered descriptive adjectives such as: tall, slim, light, dark, good-looking, handsome, pretty, short . . . .   However, I always cover vocabulary.  Some suggestions for additional vocabulary might be music, cars, swimming, noodles, good food, baseball, housework, homework, construction, pets, Chinese food, soccer, pizza, dancing, hamburger, basketball, shopping, English, Spanish, French.  New vocabulary results when students try to identify ways to express the ideas they want in their individual compositions.  There are always dictionaries and plenty of personal help as needed.

Samples of our students’ poems about their husbands or family members are on the following pages.  This activity can be extended by asking students in the class to partner and ask one another questions about likes and dislikes. 
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Warren

My husband

Short, funny

Likes pizza, American food, USA food

Dislikes noodles, dancing

Speaks English

Student 

Liptok
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______________________
About the author:

My name is Huong.  My last name is Liptok.  I also have a nickname.  My nickname is Marria.  I’m from Viet Nam.  I have been in the USA for two months and 13 days.  My husband likes pizza and I Iike pizza crust.

I live with my husband in a house in Supply, Quail Roost Dr. SW.  We don’t have children yet.

I have three sisters-in-law and two brothers-in-law.  I like to do everything.  I like to cook, clean house, cut the grass, eat of course, and listen to music.  I like when New Year comes.  I like Chinese food and hamburgers.
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Carlos

Brother

Tall, dark hair, intelligent

Likes music, pets, good food

Dislikes baseball, housework, and homework

Speaks Spanish and a little English

Construction

Hernandez
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______________________

About the author:

My name is Erika Hernandez-Martinez.  I live at 2047 Beasley Rd NE, Leland.  In my family is my husband, J. Omar; my sons are Carlos and Kevin Sanchez-Hernandez.  My dad is Carlos Hernandez and my mom is Ignacia Martinez.

I have two brothers, Carlos and Jose.  We are from Vera Cruz, Mexico.

We like to go to the beach, fishing, fixing the yard, eating and entertaining together.  We are funny and we are a beautiful family.
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Jose
Brother
Tall, slim, black hair
Likes cars, pets, Chinese food

Dislikes housework, clean, and soccer
Speaks Spanish,English

Construction
Hernandez
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______________________

About the author:

My name is Carlos Hernandez.  I live at 2047 Beasley Rd, Leland. My family is composed of my dad and mom and a sister, Erika and a brother, Jose.  We lived in Vera Cruz, Mexico.  We like lake fishing and visiting my friends.
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Jony
My husband
Tall, funny
Likes hamburgers
Dislikes baseball, dancing, shopping
Speaks English

Cleans house
Lopez
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______________________

About the author:

My name is Maria Lopez.  I live in Supply.  I like food, pizza, and all Mexican food.  In my work I clean houses.  My husband likes music, watching TV and my boys like playing games and my little boy likes TV too.
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