Sharing Our Successes

Evangeline Smith and Lauria Payne

Central Carolina Community College

Lee County Campus

Objectives:

Motivation, Encouragement, and Recognition
Writing Topics:
Varied

Student Levels:
Pre-literate to advanced

Time:


Six Months

Background:  We brought our English Literacy instructors together and told them that we wanted to encourage our students to do more writing in English and to develop a love for writing in English.  As a member school in the Writing Consortium project, we asked our faculty to think about how they could make writing an integral part of their instruction and a fun part of our ESL program.  The instructors immediately and enthusiastically responded to the idea of a writing effort.

We did not want to dictate what a teacher could present to his/her students to write about, so we distributed various sample topics and left the room, permitting the instructors to have a forum where they could choose topics and discuss current lesson plans and journal writing topics.  We wanted topics to evolve from classroom instruction.  (For example, one topic that was used, “When I Was a Child,” came from a lesson plan for using past tense verbs in a clear and consistent manner.)

The Plan:  Our school decided to hold a writing contest with monthly submissions over a period of six months.  The coveted reward for a student’s efforts is having his/her writing submitted for publication as part of the Consortium project, but all students will be winners because we are going to put all student submissions into our very own writing collection, which will be given to the students.

The Mechanics:  All instructors submit the writings of all students who participate.  We really stress that these submissions be the students’ writings, not a teacher’s editing.  Then a selection panel (of instructors) reviews these writings and chooses the best writings on each submitted topic.  This method results in a variety of selections being chosen.  Such a variety reflects what we wanted to demonstrate from the onset:  that all students--no matter the literacy level--can produce writings.  We have winners from all levels.

The Involvement:  We have at least eight classes involved—from pre-literate to advanced.  Our teachers and students are enthusiastic and cooperative about submitting writings.  The teachers love the idea, and the students have been anxious to write more.

This project has motivated our instructors and students to focus on the importance of writing and on expressing one’s ideas clearly.  Students are surprised when their writing entry is selected, and instructors are very proud to hear that the writing of one of their students has been chosen for the Writing Consortium project.

We think this program-wide approach is proving to be an important way to get students interested in writing in order to improve their writing skills.  We had one of the adult high school teachers who heard about it and submitted a set of writings!

Instructors incorporated writing in their classes in a variety of ways, as their comments illustrate:

· This writing project has been an interesting tool to get students more involved in the writing process.  As a normal class activity on Mondays, I have my students write short paragraphs about their weekends or something interesting they want to write about.  I then assist the students individually in correcting their paragraphs.  Each student then reads their paragraph aloud for the class, which usually generates class discussion on a variety of topics.  The writing project is a way to take this process a step further and to encourage the students to write for the simple pleasure of writing.  I think every Basic Skills student can benefit from this assignment.

One of our choices of writing topics was 9/11.  We chose this assignment because we were observing the fifth anniversary of this terrible tragedy.  Every student was touched and moved by this event; therefore, we agreed that the writing assignment would be a good sounding board for the class members to express their feelings about this world-shaking, history-changing event.

William J. Edwards

Basic Skills Instructor

Intermediate English Literacy

· My class of intermediate-to-advanced level students focused on the use of grammar in their writing lesson.  The purpose of the lesson was to enhance the students’ awareness of using the past tense in a clear and consistent manner.

Loria Payne

Basic Skills Instructor

Intermediate/Advanced English Literacy

· I teach the beginning level ESL class at CCCC, Jonesboro campus.  My students were very excited about this project, even though it meant it would be a great challenge for them because of the language barrier.  They began the project by learning basic vocabulary and writing short paragraphs about their families.  Most students wrote about how difficult it has been to leave close family members behind and the hardship of trying to adapt to new ways here in the United States.  Once the students were finished with their writings, they shared their paragraphs with the entire class.  This gave the students an opportunity to get to know each other a little better and to realize that they are not alone in their struggles in life and in trying to make it in this great country.  It was an overall excellent experience and we all enjoyed it very much.

Another project for our class was to write about the four seasons of the year.  We first discussed the four seasons in class:  how each season feels and what occurs.  We also discussed things that are enjoyed during each season.

Margarita Melendez

Basic Skills Instructor

Beginning English Literacy

· Students were told what an autobiography meant and given a sequence of how events should be presented.  As a beginning English as a Second Language class, their knowledge of English is limited.  Autobiographies were written in Spanish and then translated to English.  Their typing ability is next to non-existent; consequently, the instructor typed the work.

Rudolfo C. Campbell

Basic Skills Instructor

Beginning English Literacy

· I used the fifth anniversary of 9-11-2001 to discuss where we all were on that date and what we were doing.  We practiced using part tense, reviewed regular and irregular verbs, and added new verbs to our vocabulary lists.  We also explored feelings and emotions to describe how we felt when we heard the news.

Leslie Orlovskky

Basic Skills Instructor

Beginning English Literacy

The Results:  Our winning student writing entries are given on the following pages.  We hope you will enjoy them as much as we have!
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MARIA GUADALUPE RANGEL B.

I was born on 19 July 1961 as the 4th child of 9, to Hilario and Carmen Rangel in Mexico City, Mexico. My father died at a young age leaving my mother to raise 9 children alone. 
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At thirteen years of age I left home to live with some nuns in a convent and I left there after completing 9 years of education. I worked in various factories in the city and got married at age 26. 

I have two daughters, but got divorced in 2002 due to the irresponsibility of my husband to support his daughters. After realizing that I could not give my daughters a decent life with the salary that I was earning, I decided to come to the United States which I did in January 2003, leaving one daughter with a sister and the other with a brother, because leaving them together would have been a financial strain on whosoever I left them with. 

I like living here because employment is available and I want to give my daughters the life that I did not have. I hope to one day return to Mexico with a good education in English.

When I Was a Child

When I was a child, I was a spoiled baby of my mom.  Were I born because I was the last one, so she was happy in August ,26,1988.  Then I grew up and stayed in the school six years.  I remember, I was the first one on my class.  When the school was done, I always played football soccer.  I played like Ronald.  I had a friend at the school, he was my best friend.  His name was Gregorio.  Hi was smart and we studied together, three years.  My life in Mexico was very happy because, I stayed with my brothers and sisters.  One of my brothers is like my best friend.  His name is Erick.  We were always together when; I went to the high school, my personality changed.  I was rebellious, with all people, everywhere I went;  I left México and came here, my life changed again.  I am like before.  That is my happy life.

Francisco Javier Hernandez Martinez.
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7/25/06

Why I Want to Learn English

Hi! My name is Gladys Pérez. I want to learn English, because I moved to the U.S.A from Puerto Rico on May 28, 2005 to help my husband’s parents. Sanford, the city where I live with my husband is a beautiful city, but there is a problem. Most of my neighbors speak English and I can’t speak with them.
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Also I need to speak English when I go to the hospital, when I go to restaurants or when I go shopping. I always need someone to help me in these places. Sometimes I can’t buy something, because the salesman doesn’t understand me. For these reasons I wish to see the day when I can speak English correctly.

Gladys Pérez

7/28/06

A MAN ON A FLYING TRAPEZE

WAS FLYING WITH THE GREATEST OF EASE.

HE HOLLERED BELOW

I’M GOING TO BLOW

AND I DON’T MEAN MY NOSE IF YOU PLEASE!
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BY EDGAR MUNOZ

THERE ONCE WAS A YOUNG MAN IN A GIRDLE

WHO TRIED TO JUMP OVER A HURDLE

AND JUST AS YOU THOUGHT

THE GIRDLE GOT CAUGHT

AND NOW THE YOUNG MAN IS FERTILE

BY CHRIS MCKOY
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My Goodbye Party

By: Calvin Mai
[image: image16.emf]One day three months before, I had a “Goodbye Party,” since I was coming to America.  No one wanted me to come here, because we were good friends. We studied, played and so on… together. But I had to leave.  I hoped I would have a better future.  I gave them a promise:  “When I begin my study in college and save 3,000 dollars. I am coming back.”  They all believed me.  They hoped that day would come as soon as possible.  We all enjoyed that night.  At last I said:  “I will miss you, take care!  Bye!  See you after three years.”

That night, my best friend was very hurt and very worried.  She is my girlfriend.  I knew after that night, we would not see each other for a long time because I would be far away for her.  She usually said, “I like a play boy, I am afraid you will forget me or you will feel lonely and get another girlfriend.”  At that time, she began crying, I did not say anything, just clung to her for a long time.

After the party, I knew everybody in China was very important to me.  I will remember my promise and remember that I have a good girlfriend in China, who I can depend on.

When I was a Child

I was born November 13th 1971, in Mexico City. I was the second child of three (two more brothers) and my parents decided to name me Sara Ines because my father’s sister’s name is Ines and my father’s aunt’s name is Sara.

When I was child I liked to play with Barbie dolls, I was excited to change the clothes and the shoes to the dolls, my neighbor joined me every day.

Also I remember a little house with furniture and little people living in it.  It was my favorite toy because I could see a house with people furniture in little size.

My favorite food was fideos’ soup with chicken liver.  I also liked fresh orange fruit in little pieces very much.
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Every year we traveled to Tierra Blanca in Veracruz State.  In this place there are a lot of rivers, so, every day during summer we went to the rivers from morning until evening.

I also used to play baseball also with my friends and every weekend we went to the beach to swim and to play on the sand.

This is that I remember when I was child.

Sara R McCormick

 July 25th 2006

The First Experience

By Mauricio Hernandez Escudero
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It was summer (1949), 10:49 pm.  Johnny fifteen years old and Julio sixteen years old they were walking in the peaceful end quiet town.  Nobody was awake, everybody was asleep. Then two boys having their first experience with cigarettes were in the barn and by accident made a fire.  When they saw that it was late, they died inside.  Many of the houses caught fire, one by one, nobody woke up, everybody died and fifteen houses burned in the little town because there was no fire station.  There were only three men and these were the ones that were fishing at the lake.  At the time, they tried to return as fast as they could, but they didn’t make it and everything was in ashes. 

After this happening, all the schools began counting with orientation about Drugs, Alcohol, and different types of addiction.

When I Was a Child

By Lourdes Lemus
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I was born in Guatemala. I was born the 08/20/82, I have three brothers and two sisters, and I love them, because I learned a lot of things. My father taught me a dance and my mother sewed  different  kind of  clothes, when I was seven years old I did not  go to school  because the teacher punish me with  the ruler  in my hand and rear and without  recess. I had a lot of friends in the school and kin the neighborhood, but my best friend was: Rosa Ramirez, she helped me to pass the class math and we hid the food from the other friends then she cried too much and the teacher said: Tomorrow you don’t come to class, my mother punished me. My best teacher was: Byron, Aida,, Miguel  and the worst teacher was: Maria, Edelmira and Carlos. But I am very appreciative with them for their teaching. That will always I will tell as my best fond memories.

My Family in Venezuela


My parents are marvelous. My father’s name is Heriberto and my mother’s name is Omaira. They are very important to me. I try to give the better of myself, because they taught me to be my best. They taught me honesty, decency, love for people, and the unified family. I am grateful to God for this gift. They are living in Venezuela, but I had to separate from them because I’m married. I had to follow my husband, it’s a mandate of God. My husband lives in United States, so I came to the United States. I miss my family very much!

I don’t have any sisters, I have three brothers. Their names are Alberto, Heriberto and Humberto. They are good brothers. I also have three sweet nieces. Their names are Desiree, Danyely and Dairenys and I have two wonderful nephews. Their names are Darwin and Jesus Manuel. They are all students. They are very important to me, I want very much to see them and I miss them very much, too.

[image: image20.wmf]I’m living now in the United States with my husband. I am very happy, but I would like to go to Venezuela, the sooner the better because I want to see my family.

Also my country is very beautiful. I invite people to come and visit.

Zoraida Ferrer

7/28/06

My Country, Venezuela

Venezuela is formed by three geographical regions: two large solid, one constituted by the Andes and the mountain Range of the Coast, and another formed by the solid one of the Guyana, among which extends the region of the "Flat of the Orinoco".  "The Venezuelan Andes are divided into two alignments:  "The Saw of Perijá", that is found in the border with Colombia, and the mountain range of Mérida that includes the highest point of the country, "The Peak Bolívar" (5.000 mt.), these two saws are separated by the basin of the Lake of Maracaibo, open to the sea by a strait of barely five kilometros and flanked by a cinturon of marshy lands.

[image: image21.wmf]
The Orinoco is the most important river of Venezuela and one of the longest of South America being 2740 Km., its arrival to the sea forms an enormous delta of 20.000 square km.  Venezuela is a country of diverse natural wealth like petroleum, livestock, agriculture, minerals, etc.
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The Leap Angel, the highest cataract of the world, of length fifteen times greater than that of the Niagara.  It falls 979 mt. from the edge of the Tepuy.  It was discovered in 1937 by the American pilot, Jimmy Angel, from whom it receives its name.  Venezuela has exotic beaches, beautiful landscapes, tourists, the Amazonian forests, deserts, flats, rivers and mountains.  Also Venezuela is the third largest exporting country of petroleum in the world.

The climate is tropical and warm with abundance rain from July to September.  

Zoraida Ferrer

Zoraida came to the USA in 2005 from Venezuela.  She likes
to read, listen to music, and make friends.
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My Family

My name is Suyapa Sales.  I have been in the United States for three years.  I have two children.  They live in Honduras with their grandparents.  Sometimes I feel sad because they are not with me.  I would like to have my children with me because I miss them so much.  I came to this country to work for a better life for me and for my family.  I am so happy that I am learning English.  If you don’t speak the language, life is very hard here.  I will do my best to succeed in this country.

Suyapa Sales

Honduras
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My Grandma’s Songs

She would follow

the beat of the music,

Turning our kitchen

Into a dance floor.

The lighting

The family portraits

On the walls

Giving flavor

To the boiling pot

of beans.

The songs my

Grandma used

to sing

Could make

The stars

Come  out,
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Could turn

My grandma

Into a young girl.

Cleta Rodriguez

I was born in Mexico.  I am a homemaker, 
and I like swimming with my kids.  I try to live by what my 
Grandma always said:  ”Take care of every last cent!”
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9/11

[image: image26.wmf]September 11, 2001 I was in my house in Mexico City.  I was cooking breakfast when my daughter told me, “Mom, come here, watch T.V!”  We saw how the first and the second towers were falling.  It was amazing!  I felt very sad about all the people who were inside it.  I didn’t know what happened and I thought about my husband because he was in U.S.A.  I didn’t know how he was.  I felt very nervous because I couldn’t communicate with him.  Then he called me and told me, “I’m well, not to worry,” but I felt nervous and worried.  Then I said to him, “Come here, come back!” but he didn’t want to come back.  I have felt bad many days thinking what happened.  I can’t begin to know that there are very bad people to do such a thing as that.

Andrea Gomez

Andrea has lived most of her life in
Mexico City.  She says “A quote I try to live by is ‘Be true to yourself.’ ”
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September 11, 2001
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On September 11, 2001 I was in Gang Zhu City, China.  That year I was only 16 years old.  In Gang Zhu city China it was 10:00 pm.  I was watching TV and saw the American towers and the bombing.  I thought I was watching a film.  I couldn’t believe anything like that was real on the earth.  I thought that kind of thing could only take place in a film.  I couldn’t believe it.  I shed tears because too many people had died on the planes and I hate the people doing these kinds of things.  It’s too evil.

Jing Min Wu

Jing Min Wu has been in the United States for three months.  She is a student who likes her boyfriend and talking on the phone. 

Graphics from Microsoft Clip Art and Media at www.office.microsoft.com
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9/11

On September 11, 2001, I was in school in my country, El Salvador. We had been back in school for six months because in my country classes begin in January. We didn’t start in January that year because on January 13, 2001 there was a terrible earthquake that destroyed a large part of my country including my home and everything in it.

My mother had decided to go to the U.S.A. When I heard about the attacks my first thought was of my mother and of all the people in the Twin Towers. Fortunately my mother was not in New York, but there were several Salvadorians in the Twin Towers.

[image: image30.wmf]I felt lonely and concerned for everyone. It was a very difficult year for me and for all people all over the world, because in the U.S.A. there are people from all over the world.

Maria Magdalena Cruz

Maria came to the USA in 2005 from El Salvador.  She likes to dedicate time to her daughter.  Her favorite quotation is “A closed mouth catches no flies.”

Graphics from Microsoft Clip Art and Media at www.office.microsoft.com
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September 11, 2001

**** **** ***** ***

On September 11, 2001 I was in Viet Nam. At that time, I saw the news on TV and listened to the news on radio.

I felt anguish when I knew. There were a lot of innocent people who died. My heart beat strongly and my tears started to drop.

I was sorry for the dead. I felt very angry  and  abhor  terrorists, but I know, I can’t do anything  for the dead . I hope that, one day, Osama bin Laden and his partner are arrested and judged fairly.

I am looking forward to that day very much. I think that only bin Laden‘s death can avenge the families’ dead and the dead’s spirits.

[image: image32.wmf]***  *** ***

Phuong Nguyen

Phuong Nguyen has been in the United States nearly three years.  She is a housewife who wishes she had a lot of money to help the poor people.  She likes bowling and listening to music.
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at www.office.microsoft.com
9/11

[image: image33.wmf]
On this same date five years ago, a terrible, evil act against the U.S.A. occurred.  In this case, more than 3,300 people lost their lives from the attacks on the Twin Towers and Pentagon and the crash in Pennsylvania.  At the time, nobody knew why this was happening,  they just knew it hurt most people.  Now, after five years, New York is back to business as usual, but this case still lives in everybody’s hearts.   Even though the people who died may not be your personal relations; we should still honor their memory.  I hope that everyone who lives in this world can live and work in safely and peace.  I remember that I was just a middle school student and that day was a regular weekday and I had to be in school.  When I woke up and turned on the TV, I looked at the news.  At first, I thought it was just reviewing the old news, so I didn’t listen to it carefully.  When I arrived at school, some classmates told me something about it.  I felt so sad. Not only had two of the world’s tallest buildings been destroyed, but also many innocent people lost their lives.  I strive for and love peace.  Why can’t we all live together in a peaceful world? 

Graphics from Microsoft Clip Art and Media at www.office.microsoft.com
Shao Rong Mai

9/18/06
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THE ANGELS

(A Personal Reflection)

God was looking from heaven at humanity on the earth, and he knew that humanity was ruled by the bad side.  “Millions of human beings won’t be able to go to heaven”, said God.

God saw a lot of people in war, wives and husbands didn’t have good faith, rich and poor separated, healthy people and sick people, free people and slaves separated, but one day God met an army of angels and he told them:  “Can you see the human beings?  They need help and all of you have to go to earth.”  “Us?”, asked the angels, being very surprised and at the same time scared but with a lot of faith.  “Yes, you are the chosen ones and none else”, said God. I made the man an image similar to me and each with different special talents between them so that they can form the kingdom.

Few will reach resources to share with the poor, others will enjoy good health to take care of the sick, some will be wise and some will be very simple, only to obtain to have between them feelings of love, admiration, and respect.  The good persons would have to pray to the persons that behave as if they were bad persons.  The peaceful will tolerate the ones that are neurotic, etc., my plans must be done so that the human beings enjoy eternal happiness from earth.”  “What is this about?” asked the anxious angels.  “The human beings have forgotten that I made them different to complete one another so that they could form the body of my beloved son with frank distinction and special efforts.”

· [image: image36.jpg]


You will have memory and concentration of excellence; you will be a blind person.

· You will be eloquent with your body and very creative to express yourself, you will be deaf mutes.

· You will have deep thoughts, you will write books, you will be a poet and you will have cerebral palsy.

· I will give you the gift of love and there will be others like you in the entire world and there won’t be distinction of race because you will have the face, the eyes, the hands, and the body like if you were brothers of blood. You will have Downe’s Syndrome. 
· You will be very short and you will be likeable and of good mood will reach for the sky and you will be short people.

· You will live on earth but your mind will stay in the sky, you will hear my voice rather than that of the human beings;  you will have autism.

· The last angel he told:  You will be skillful like nobody else, you will be missing your arms and you will be doing every thing with your legs and your mouth.

The angels felt happy with the distinction of the Lord even though they were very shy to have to be apart from heaven to accomplish their mission. “How much time will we live without seeing you? How much time will we be away from you?” “Don’t worry; I will be with you every day. Anyway, all this will only last a couple of years.” “All right Lord, it will only be an instant in the eternal clock”, and they went down to earth, very excited. 

Each of one of them went into the abdomen of a mother and there they formed while 6, 7, 8 or 9 months. When they were born, they caused fright and agony.

Some parents resumed their daily lives, others became angry, others blamed each other until they destroyed their marriages, and others cried with love and accepted their duty. Angels keep coming down to earth with superior spirits in limited bodies and they will keep on coming while there is still humanity on the planet.

The angels know their missions, and their virtues are;  union, faith, hope, and charity.

Governed by love, they know how to forgive and with a lot of patience go through their lives illuminating every one that wants to love.

Always I ask myself:  “Why is life unfair?” But, is this true? Why are we unfair in life to ourselves and everybody else?  Why don’t we try to find happiness and live with it?

*ADRIANA PIÑA*

__________________________

I was born in Mexico City.  I have lived most of my 20 years in Mexico.  I came to the USA in 2006.  I am currently working as a dishwasher at the Brass Kettle Restaurant.  One of my favorite pastimes is to meet new people and make new friends.
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The Four Seasons of the Year

Winter, spring, summer and fall are the four seasons of the year.

I like spring because it’s the time when the flowers and the birds return from winter.  The flowers start to bloom in different colors and the birds start to sing, announcing that spring is here.

Summer is the time that the majority of the people like, because these are the months of the hot weather and people can go on vacation.  They like going to the beach, parks, and pools to have a lot of fun with the family.

Fall is the time that all the leaves start to change colors and fall from the trees.  The colors start to change from green to orange and other colors.

Winter is one of the coldest seasons because we have very heavy snowfalls.  This is a beautiful time, because we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and Christmas.  I like to see the white snow and enjoy playing with my son.

Esbeida Armas        Mexico
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The Four Seasons of the Year

Winter, spring, summer, and fall are the four seasons of the year.  I like the summer because I like to travel with my family, go to the beach, and enjoy Mother Nature.  I also can look at different species of birds.  I like my country culture because of the different variety of foods and drinks.  I also like spring very much.  The month of May is the best month of the year, because it is the month of flowers.

I love winter in this country because I like to see the snow falling, play with the snow, and I like the way people dress.  You can wear jackets, boots, and a scarf.  It is wonderful to look outside because you can see snow on the ground.

In my country you do not enjoy the winter because it always rains.  This is the reason I like it here.  In the fall I like to look at the leaves outside when they change colors.  You do not see this in my country.  I love all the four seasons of the year because I always have a story to tell.

Xiomara Aguilar

Honduras
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This is My Story
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First, let me introduce myself. My name is Roberto Rios. Two years ago, I went to Miami Beach with my family. When we got there, we decided to climb into a boat. Once we on it, the boat began reel and rock from side to side. One of my nephews was afraid. I said to him “don’t be afraid nothing is going to happen, just relax.” But I couldn’t control him. I tried to hug him. However, he jumped into the water, and frightened everyone was worried senseless about him because, he didn’t know how to swim. We tried to help him, but we couldn’t rescue him. We were very sad because we lost him. I asked for help but no one could help us. For this cause, the boat ride and trip became a sad occasion rather than a happy one.

Roberto Rios
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