Library Research and Writing

By Joanne Taylor

Wayne Community College

Topic:
My Country
Objectives:
Students will
make a connection with classmates
identify buildings on campus and locate the library
take a tour of the library
ask for information (oral communication)
experience internet use and research
gain exposure to research writing

Level:
This activity may be used with all ESL levels.  In this particular class the students were Intermediate and Advanced.

Time:
Our class meets two days per week, two hours per class period, for sixteen weeks.  This activity was completed in two weeks (eight hours).

The Assignment:
After studying about the American flag, stars and stripes, holidays, and the U.S. economy, I asked students to write about their country of origin focusing on many of these same topics.  I gave a series of nine questions about their country.  Their assignment was to use the library and the Internet to research these questions and answer them in writing.

Preparation:

I gave all students a map of the college to identify buildings on the campus, especially the building housing the library.  During a class period we took a “field” trip around the campus to identify buildings and find the building housing the library.  We identified two ways (elevator/stairs) to get to the library, which is on the third floor of the building.  The library staff conducted a tour and explained their role as library staff.  They showed the different sections of the library and explained their purposes.

The students received instructions, demonstration, and practice time in the classroom on the Internet.  Computers with Internet access are available in both library and classroom.  [As a part of ESL, I wanted to see how well the students could transfer information from one location to another, how well they could communicate to the library staff that they were there to use the computers/internet/printers, and how well they could transfer previous learning into a new setting/environment.]

No specific accommodations were made.  However, all students were shy or uncertain about asking for help from the library staff.  This led to a classroom/group discussion on communicating our needs even when we are uncomfortable and feel our English is not sufficient.

The word plagiarism was introduced briefly, defined, and we discussed the students’ interpretations/understandings of the word.

There is a time limit on using the Internet in the library, so if a student did not complete his/her research on information regarding country of origin, s/he could continue it in the classroom.  A printer is also available in the library for student use.  (A fee is charged.)

Writing:

Students did independent research and writing using different books, websites, magazines, encyclopedias, and other materials.  No corrections were made.  Students wrote direct information from materials used.

Collaboration:

After the writing was completed, students from the same country worked to together to compare information and to make sure all facts were included for an oral report to be given in class.

Oral Report:

In each group, one individual gave the oral report with the other students serving as backup if they wanted to add anything.  All shared in the presentation, with some prompting if needed.

No one wanted to be the one to give the oral report, but everyone knew that each student would have the opportunity to be on the hot seat (so to speak) sometime during the class.

Final Submissions:

Students submitted either typed or handwritten papers.  In preparing the following selected student work to be included in this Consortium project, we kept the original wording of the student insofar as possible.  Minimal corrections were made for clarity.

My Country

By Lilian Ramos

1.  Where do you come from? 
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I’m coming from Honduras

2.  Where is your country located?


My country is located in Central 


America

3.  What language do you speak?


I speak Spanish

4.  What is the money called?


My money is call El Lempira

5.  Explain your flag.

The two blue borders mean the Ocean Pacific and Ocean Atlantic, and the white border mean “Peace”.  The five stars means the five countries of Central America; they are Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Honduras and El Salvador.
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Yes, we do, it is the 14 of September.

7.  Does your country have mountains, forest, lakes, beaches, etc?

Yes, in the north coast we have lakes, beaches and in the south we have forests and all the country we have mountains.

8.  What is the weather like?


We have all types of weather, humid, hot, and cold.

9.  Tell 2 or more things about your country

My country is beautiful.  We have typical music, typical clothes and many typical foods.  My favorite food is meat on the grill, with fry beans, corn tortillas and salsa.  The typical clothes are made with linen, with colors green, blue, yellow and red ribbon.  The typical dress of men is linen; they use hat and typical sandal.
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My Country

Jeshua S. Cortes

[image: image4.wmf]1.  Where do you come from?


Mexico

2.  Where is your country located?


My country is located in North 
America

3.  What language do you speak? 

I speak Spanish

4.  What is the money called?



My money is call Peso
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5.  Explain your flag.

It is a native symbol, the colors of the flag represent-green is hope, white is purity and red is blood for all the people who died in the revolution.  The eagle is strong.

6.  Do you have an independence day?



Yes, it is September 16.

7.  Does your country have mountains, forest, lakes, beaches, etc?

In the north and central of Mexico we have mountains and forests, in 18 states we have beaches and lakes.

8.  What is the weather like?



We have all kinds of weather, cold, hot, and humid.

9.  Tell 2 or more things about your country

We have beautiful craft in all states.  We have a typical food and typical dresses for each state.  Typical food is chicken grill, meat grill and seafood.
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My Country

Rubens Tamura

1.  Where do you come from? 
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I’m from Brazil

2.  Where is your country located?


My country is located in South America

3.  What language do you speak?


Official language speak 
Portuguese

4.  What is the money called?



Real

5.  Explain your flag.
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In the center is inscribed in green letters “Ordem  e  Progress” (Order and Progress)

6.  Do you have an independence day?



Yes, in 7 September 1822 declared independence

7.  Does your country have mountains, forest, lakes, beaches, etc?

Yes, my country has many places with mountains, lakes, forests, and beaches

8.  What is the weather like?



Summer.

9.  Tell 2 or more things about your country

My country is wonderful and is 5th largest in the world
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