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American by Choice

By Pat Yates

Wayne Community College

TOPIC:
The Citizenship Adventure

LEVEL:
Intermediate/Advance

TIME:
Total time will vary according to the students’ abilities and skill levels.  We normally run classes eight to sixteen weeks.  This class ran for six weeks for a total of approximately 50 hrs.  

SYLLABUS:  For the citizenship syllabus developed by Wayne Community College, use your favorite search engine and enter http://www.nc-net.info/.  Click on Teaching Resources in the menu on the left of the screen.  Click on ESL in the resulting drop-down menu.  You will now be in the Virtual Library.  Finally, in the Virtual Library menu on the left side of the screen, click on ESL: A Guide to US Citizenship.
This syllabus targets advanced students.  I modified it as needed to accommodate the competence level of some lower level students in this class.

RESULT:
Three students successfully obtained American Citizenship after completing this class.  Maguy Techer-Yancey is at the advance level.  Her original writing follows.

The other two students continued their studies the following semester.  At the time of this writing, I’m happy to say that all five students who began this course have now completed it and have also received their Citizenship—a 100 percent success rate!

The Citizenship Adventure
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My name is Maguy Techer-Yancey. I wanted to go through the naturalization process to become a U.S. citizen so that I would be able to vote and travel from one country to another. The entire U.S. immigration process can be intimidating for a non-U.S. citizen. There is information to gather and paperwork to complete to supplement the application, the N-400 form.  While doing this, applicants for citizenship need to learn U.S. history and government; acquire a good level of skills in writing, reading, and understand English.

In my case, everything went very fast. I started the process and submitted my application forms in May 2006. I made one trip to the Charlotte, N.C. Citizenship and Immigration Service Office to register my fingerprints. I was called back in Charlotte in late August of the same year for an interview. I passed the examination and the following week I took the Oath of Allegiance there.
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Between the months of May and August, I enrolled in a citizenship class taught by Ms. Pat Yates at Wayne Community College. We had a large variety of books ranging from low English skill level to advanced levels.

We used these to prepare for the oral and written English tests. Other appropriate and helpful resources for students to prepare for the naturalization process included the online test, flashcards, and downloadable files from uscis.gov.

Overall, the process of applying for citizenship through naturalization can be demanding and time consuming, but with effort and focus, it can be done.

My name is Maguy Techer-Yancey.  I am from France.  I have a B.A. in French and a Master's in Spanish.  I am the chairperson of the foreign language department at Goldsboro High School where I teach French (all levels) and Spanish (levels 3 and 4).  I also help our ESL students.  I am a National Board Certified teacher (2006)!  My husband and I have two pre-school children.  I like to travel, go to art museums, and read.
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	Pat Yates, Instructor, and Maguy Techer-Yancey
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