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Before you Read

Welcome to Links to Literature. You are going to read a selection from a novel by an American author. Johnny Tremain is the story of a young boy who finds himself at the center of the colonial uprising against the British that led to the beginning of the American Revolution. Johnny becomes close to the Sons of Liberty, a firebrand organization that opposed the colonial rule of the British, and even takes part in the Boston Tea Party. The selected chapter begins less than a week before the American Revolution begins.



Directions

Read Chapter X of Johnny Tremain (“Disperse, Ye Rebels”). In the 1969 Dell edition (ISBN 0-440-94250-0), it begins on page 214 and ends on page 230. You can read it as many times as you like. You can look up unfamiliar words in the dictionary.

On the audiocassette/CD is a recording of an English-speaker reading the chapter. You may listen and read along silently or aloud. You may stop the tape and repeat pronunciation of a difficult word or sentence.

There are 14 exercises in this unit. You need to complete 10 of the 14 exercises to complete the unit. This means you can skip 4 of the exercises. Of course, you may do all 14 if you like.

In the back of this booklet is an answer key.   When you complete an exercise, you can check to see if your answers are correct.

Sometimes you are asked to use your own words to answer questions. If the answer in the answer key is different from what you wrote, check to see if the idea or information is the same. If it is, the answer is correct. Some questions ask you for your personal opinions.  For these questions, no answer may be given.   If your answer is honest and makes sense, then it is correct. You may ask the teacher for help. Have fun! Good luck!
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  Part I:
Comprehension

Exercise 1

Complete the following sentences by selecting the correct letter.

___1. The setting for Johnny Tremain is

a. Baltimore, Maryland, in 1957.

b. Boston, Massachusetts, in 1775.

c. Washington, DC, in 1812.

d. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1776.

___2. General Gage is a


a.   British military officer.


b.   Minute Man.


c.   traitor to England.

e.   Yankee spy.

___3. Johnny notices that the British officers seem

a. excited.

b. afraid.

c. angry.

d. bored.

___4. At Doctor Warren’s, the room where the men meet is called the

a. bedroom.

b. living room.

c. esplanade.

d. surgery.

___5. Paul Revere plans to go to Lexington and Concord to

a. warn them that the British soldiers were coming.

b. buy more liquor for Doctor Warren.

c. sell his horse.

d. start a rock n’ roll band with some of the Raiders.

___6. Rab

a. was lazy.

b. was leaving Boston.

c. was afraid to fight.

d. was Johnny’s enemy.

___7. Dove is upset because

a. Colonel Smith did not come to tea with him.

b. Colonel Smith was killed in battle.

c. Colonel Smith hit him with a saddle.

d. Colonel Smith was going to fight the Yankees.

___8. The information about Colonel Smith that Dove told Johnny

a. was about that night’s British expedition.

b. was more important than Dove realized.

c. Both a. and b.

d. Neither a. nor b.

___9. The lantern code from Christ’s Church was

a. one lantern if the British were coming by sea, and two if by land.

b. two lanterns if the British were coming by sea, and one if by land.

c. no lanterns if the British were coming by sea, and one if by land.

d. one lantern if the British were coming by sea, and none if by land.

___10. The Somerset was

a. the only ship guarding the river.

b. the British word for somersault.

c. one of many ships guarding the river.

d. the ship the British soldiers were loading.

Exercise 2

Give short answers to the following questions.

1. How does Johnny feel about Dove?

2. What does Johnny dream about?

3. What’s special about Billy Dawes?

4. Why is Rab in such a hurry to leave?

5. Why does Johnny polish the saddle and listen to Dove talk for so long?

6. What was the mood at Billy Dawes’ house when Johnny arrived?

7. How does Johnny signal Robert Newman?

8. What is the conversation like between Robert Newman and Johnny?

9. Why might the British be sending Major Pitcairn along on the expedition?


10. While Johnny slept on April 19th, what was happening on the Village Green in Lexington?
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            Part II:
  Vocabulary

Exercise 3

On the next page, match the words from Johnny Tremain on the left with their definition or synonym on the right.

1. seemingly ___



a. a mature, married woman or widow

2. ardor ___




b. vehicle

3. transport ___



c. zeal, enthusiasm

4. inebriated ___



d. a journey with an objective

5. piteous ___



e. units of soldiers trained to fight on foot

6. expedition ___



f. apparently

7. matron ___



g. laugh

8. chuckle ___



h. drunk with alcohol

9. infantry ___



i. tease

10. rag (someone) ___



j. arousing pity
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                    Part III:  Grammar

Exercise 4

Write I next to the irregular verbs and R next to the regular verbs; then rewrite the sentences in the present tense.

1. The 15th of April fell__ upon a Saturday. _____________________________________________________________________

2. Johnny read__ the orders posted at the Afric Queen. _____________________________________________________________________

3. Johnny relaxed__ on a sofa in the surgery as the men talked__. _____________________________________________________________________

4. Revere was__ pulling on his gloves. _____________________________________________________________________

5. Johnny ran__ out into the alley. _____________________________________________________________________

6. Dove knew__ much less than Johnny did__. _____________________________________________________________________

7. Mrs. Dawes looked__ like a schoolgirl. _____________________________________________________________________

8. Johnny stood__ among the graves at Copp’s Hill. _____________________________________________________________________

9. Everyone liked__ Major Pitcairn. _____________________________________________________________________

10. It was__ the dawn of the 19th of April, but Johnny Tremain still slept__. _____________________________________________________________________
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                Part IV:  The Writer’s Craft

Exercise 5

Archaic words and phrases are words and phrases that are no longer used in everyday speech. Esther Forbes uses many archaic and traditional British words and phrases in Johnny Tremain to create an 18th century colonial mood in both the dialogue and descriptions. Using the text to guide you, match the archaic and/or British words and phrases on the left with their meanings on the right.

1. afoot__





a. taken advantage of or fooled

2. paunch__





b. a physician’s office

3. queue__





c. request

4. surgery__





d. close at hand

5. what’s acting__




e. belly

6. pitch upon__




f. line

7. slopped over__




g. quiet

8. whist__





h. knock

9. bid__





i. what’s happening

10. rap (at a door)__




j. decide on
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       Part V:  The American Revolution

Exercise 6

From the information in Johnny Tremain, decide if each statement is True or False.

1. The British had a close, respectful relationship with the colonists (Yankees). ______

2. By 1775, many colonists were unhappy with the British occupation of their home. ______

3. A relatively small circle of men were in charge of the Yankee resistance. ______

4. Neither Yankees nor the British were interested in fighting each other violently. ______

5. Young boys were used as spies for the Yankees because, as servants, they could get closer to the British officers. ______

6. Both sides (British and Yankee) were equally equipped with weapons and fighting men. ______

7. Church bells were used exclusively for church services. ______

8. Paul Revere was one of the chief early architects of the revolution. ______

9. The British were unaware of a resistance movement among the colonists. ______

10. The Yankee fighters who could be ready at a moment’s notice were called Minute Men. ______

Exercise 7

On the Internet, go to http://library.thinkquest.org/3803/.  Click on “people” and on “events” (left side of screen) for information to answer the following questions.  (Scroll down.)

1. Who was Doctor Samuel Prescott? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who was Colonel Francis Smith? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who were Paul Revere & William Dawes? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What happened at the Boston Tea Party? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What were the Intolerable Acts? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 8   

Using the same website, place the events in their proper order on the timeline below by writing the correct letters in the blanks by the dates and times.

                                                                                  April 18, 1775

__March 5, 1770                                                     __11pm                               __4:30am

↑_____________↓_________________________↑____________↓_________↑_________↓

                             __December 18, 1773                                          __12:30am                     __9am

                                                                                                            April 19, 1775

a. Battle of Lexington

b. Paul Revere crosses to Charlestown, begins ride

c. Boston Tea Party

d. Battle of Concord

e. Boston Massacre 

f. Revere warns that the British are coming, alarm bell sounded in Lexington
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           Part VI:   Survey

Exercise 9

Read the questions below. Write one more question of your own. Write down your answers to the questions.  Then find 3 native English–speakers and ask them the questions.  Write their answers using complete sentences.

Instead of asking the questions one after another, you can treat the set of questions as the basis for an interview.  If you get an interesting answer, feel free to follow-up with a different question and let the person you’re asking give opinions and information in a way that’s easy and comfortable for them.

1. Do governments still occupy foreign countries and treat the local people with disrespect?     How should people in these occupied countries react?   How would you?

2. The American revolutionaries didn’t have the firepower of the British military. What were the most important weapons the colonists did have on their side?

3. Is the modern United States more similar to the colonists or the British of 1775?

4. Did the rebellious spirit of the American Revolution play a part in shaping the overall American personality?

5. Who are your favorite figures of the American Revolution?

Your Question:

6. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your answers:








Person #1:















Person #2:















Person #3:
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           Part VII:  Pronunciation

Exercise 10

The ten words from Exercise 3 are recorded on the audiocassette. Listen and practice the pronunciation of each word.

Now record yourself reading each word onto a blank audiocassette. Use your best pronunciation. Compare pronunciation with that of the native English-speaker from the tape. The words are listed below.

1. seemingly






6. expedition

2. ardor






7. matron

3. transport






8. chuckle

4. inebriated






9. infantry

5. piteous






10. rag
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 Part VIII:  Dictation

Exercise 11

Listen to the words spoken by the native speaker on the audiocassette. Listen to them one at the time, and write down each word as you hear it. Use the answer key to check your comprehension and spelling. All of the words appear in Johnny Tremain.

Exercise 12

Five sentences from Johnny Tremain are recorded on the audiocassette. Listen to them and practice your pronunciation of each.

Now record yourself reading each sentence onto your blank audiocassette. Use your best pronunciation. Compare pronunciation with that of the native English-speaker.  

1. Johnny himself read these orders posted in the lower hall of the Afric Queen.

2. The lobsters had men’s eyes with long lashes and squirmed and looked up piteously.

3. One moment too late, Johnny ran out into the alley.

4. He was a homely, lanky, young fellow with close-set eyes, and a wide, expressive mouth.

5. Although people were still about the surgery, exchanging ideas, trying to guess what the future might be, he immediately fell asleep.
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          Part IX:   Writing

Exercise 13 

Write a brief essay (3-6 sentences) on one of the following topics.

A. Many countries have been born from revolutionary uprisings. If you are from a country other than the United States, write a few sentences about your country’s founding.

B. England granted Canada its independence without war about 100 years after the American Revolution. Was it a good idea for the American colonists to revolt if they could have been independent one century later without war? Many people died in the American Revolution. Why was the Revolution or why was it not the best thing at the time?


Exercise 14 

Final thoughts. Essay (6-10 sentences).

Is the spirit of resistance against oppression still alive among the American people?  Give a few reasons why you do or don’t think so.
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Congratulations

You have completed the Links to Literature unit on Johnny Tremain

