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Links to Literature

Inherit the Wind


Summary of Excerpt 2

The prosecution rests its case, and Drummond attempts to call his expert witnesses:  the head of the Department of Zoology at the University of Chicago; a Congregational Church deacon who is also a professor of geology and archaeology at Oberlin College, and a philosopher, anthropologist, and author. The judge agrees with Brady's objections to these experts as irrelevant, however. Though Drummond argues that the jury can't pass judgment on Cates' teaching of evolutionary theory if they don't know what it is, Brady and the judge hold that they are in court to enforce a law that excludes such testimony. Finally, a desperate Drummond calls Brady as an expert witness on the Bible. Though the judge holds that it is unorthodox, Brady fervently agrees to speak out on behalf of the Living Truth of the Holy Scriptures. 

Drummond wants to know, if Brady has studied and memorized so much of the Bible but has never opened the Origin of Species, how he can "whoop up this holy war" against something he knows nothing about. When Drummond attempts to quote a passage from the Origin of Species, Davenport objects and the judge tells him to confine his questions to the Bible. Brady says he believes everything in the Bible should be taken as it is given; God could indeed make a whale swallow a man and could make the sun stand still. Referring to the story of Joshua stopping the sun, Drummond says Brady must not have much faith in natural law and might as well wipe Copernicus out of the classroom too. Of Cain's wife, whose creation the Bible doesn't explain, Brady says he never wondered, for the "Bible satisfies [him], it is enough." 

Next, Drummond asks Brady if the "begatting" in the Bible is the same as today. Brady confirms that is it. Drummond then elicits from Brady his belief that sex is Original Sin, which Drummond surmises didn't make the holy people any less holy. The judge warns Drummond away from a line of questioning that has nothing to do with the case, but Brady says that Drummond is pleading the prosecution's case with his contempt for all that is holy. To that, Drummond objects. Brady wants to know what can possibly be holy to "the celebrated agnostic," and Drummond replies that the individual human mind is more holy than shouted "Amens!" The advance of human knowledge is a miracle, but Brady is trying to stop the march of progress with a fable. Of course, we lose a little with progress-- lack of privacy with the telephone, for example--and from Darwin's writing, we lose our faith in the "pleasant poetry of Genesis" but gain the ability to see from where we came.

Summary of Excerpt Two cont.

In response to Drummond's speech, Brady replies that faith is the important thing. Drummond asks, then, why God gave humans the power to think, unlike a horse or a sponge; or, he asks Brady, does a sponge think? Brady says if God wishes a sponge to think, it thinks, and so Drummond demands that Cates, a man, be given the same rights as a sponge. The crowd applauds, shocking Brady, who insists that Cates is deluded. Drummond shows Brady a rock and says the rock contains the fossil remains of a pre-historic marine creature and that, according to Dr. Page of Oberlin, it is over ten million years old. Drummond asks Brady if he knows the rock’s age. Brady says those dates are wrong; the great flood was more recent and the rock is no more than six thousand years old. According to Biblical scholar Bishop Usher, Creation occurred October 23 in the year 4004 BC at 9 AM -- and that's a fact! Drummond asks if that was 9 AM Eastern Time or Rocky Mountain Time. The crowd laughs, making Brady nervous. 

Drummond asks Brady if the first day was twenty-four hours long, since there was no sun. Brady will only say "the Bible says it was a day" and, when Drummond asks what he thinks, replies, "I do not think about things that...I do not think about!" Finally, Drummond gets him to admit that the first day in Genesis is not necessarily a twenty-four-hour day; according to Drummond, it could have been thirty hours or ten million years. Davenport protests and Brady says Drummond is trying to destroy faith in the Bible. Drummond says he is trying to stop "you bigots and ignoramuses" from controlling education, earning him a warning from the judge. 

Brady demands to know how Drummond dares to attack the Bible, and Drummond says that, while the Bible is a good book, it's not the only book. But, Brady replies, it is the word of God, who "spake" to its writers. Drummond asks how he knows God didn't speak to Darwin, and Brady says God told him, that God tells him the difference between right and wrong. So, Drummond says, orator Brady, -- "the prophet from Nebraska," -- passes on God's orders to the rest of the world. Brady is nearly inarticulate as Drummond presses on, asking if God speaks through Brady and speculating what would happen if a man like Cates had as much lung-power. He wonders what would happen if a lesser man -- a Darwin or a Cates -- thinks God whispers to him and dares to have an unBrady thought. Maybe a Book of Brady should be added to the Bible. Again the crowd laughs. 

.

Summary of Excerpt Two cont.

Drummond excuses the witness as Brady struggles for words, trying to regain the crowd's sympathy. He says they know what he believes and begins to intone the names of the books of the Bible even after the judge has dismissed him and adjourned court. Drummond leaves the courtroom, surrounded by reporters and the crowd, leaving Brady still on the witness stand. Mrs. Brady approaches him, and he says that they are laughing at him; he can't stand when they laugh at him. She cradles his shoulders and head, rocking, saying "It's all right, baby."

