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Links to Literature

Inherit the Wind


Exercise 1

Matching A

1.   ___   Drummond

2.   ___   Cates

3.   ___   Brady

Matching B

1.   ___   legislature


2.   ___   U.S. Constitution

3.   ___   Democracy

4.   ___   Bill of Rights

Matching C

1.   ___   fundamentalists

2.   ___   evolution

3.   ___   script

4.   ___   transcript

5.   ___   verbatim

6.   ___   progressive

7.   ___   orthodox

8.   ___   agnostic

9.   ___   atheist

a.  prosecutor

b. defendant

c. defense attorney

a. supreme law of United States

b. form of elected government

c.  body of elected lawmakers

d. first ten amendments to the Constitution

a. conforming to usual beliefs

b. Darwin's theory

c. lines of a play

d. spoken exactly as written

e. written copy of spoken words

f. does not believe in God

g. creationists

h. modern thinking

i. uncertain about God

Exercise 2

Write the letter of the answer that correctly completes the

sentences below.

____  1.  At the beginning of the play Howard calls Melinda's

     
  
   



  father a monkey because 

             a.
he’s making a reference to evolution.

             b.   he doesn’t like him.

             c.   he looks like a monkey.

____ 2.  Rachel goes to the courthouse to

             a.   ask Mr. Meeker not to tell her father.

             b.   see her uncle Elijah.

             c.   take Cates some clean clothes.

____ 3.   Rachel is worried about Brady because 

             a.   he once ran for president.

             b.   he’s the biggest man in the country.

             c.    he has a reputation for being mean. 

____ 4.   Cates was arrested because


    
  a.   he taught biology.

        
  b.   he taught Hunter’s Civics.

        
  c.   he taught a controversial theory.

____ 5.   The townspeople are in a hurry to put up a banner


    
  a.   so they can tell everyone to, “Read your Bible.”


    
  b.   to show Mr. Brady what kind of community this is.


    
  c.   before the big storm hits the town. 

Exercise 2 cont.

____ 6.    Melinda and her mother


     

a.   sell apples at the train depot.


     

b.   are angry at Mr. Corkin.

         

c.   set up a lemonade stand.

____ 7.    Howard tells Mrs. Blair


     

a.   everybody comes from worms.


     

b.   this is just like a country fair.


     

c.   he wants to buy a Bible.

____ 8.     Elijah is at the train depot because


     

a.    he also wants to buy a Bible.

         

b.    he wants to sell Bibles.


     

c.    he want to see the devil Drummond.  

____ 9.     Mrs. Krebs wants Drummond to


     

a.    stay at the Mansion House.


     

b.    carry her suitcase.


     

c.    rent a room from her.

____10.    When an attempt is made to sell Hornbeck a 


      

Bible and a hotdog at the same time he wonders


     

a.    if he has enough money for both.


     

b.    what a Bible would taste like.


     

c.    which is hungrier, his stomach or his soul? 

Exercise 3

Give short answers to the following questions.  

Use complete sentences.

1.
Why is the concept of the ‘small town’ an important element 


to the beginning of the play?



_________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________

2.
Why does Rachel want Cates to tell everyone that he was 


just joking?



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________

3.
Why are so many people in Hillsboro angry that Cates was 


teaching the theory of evolution?



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________


4.
Why does the town become like a county fair during the trial?


________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________

5.
What meaning is conveyed when Hornbeck is described as a man


who politely sneers at everything… ...with wonderful contempt?




_______________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________

Exercise 4

Where do juries come from?

Fill in the blank.

Part 1

randomly       
years       
resident 


qualified 

citizen 


conditions
Every year the Office of Jury Administration receives a list of registered voters.  This list of registered voters is used to (1)_______________ select people to serve as jurors in court trials.    To be (2)______________ as a juror you must be at least 18 (3)_________  old or older, a U.S. (4)_____________, and a (5) ________________ of the county where the trial will take place.  All registered voters would normally meet all these (6)____________________.  

Part 2

county 
summons 
 court 

required

Once names of registered voters are randomly selected, the names are then given to the (1)___________ Sheriff's office.  The Sheriff will then serve a (2)__________________ to everyone on the list ordering them to 

appear in (3)_______________ on a given date.  All persons who are summoned are (4) _________________  by law to appear in court at the appointed time.  

Exercise 5

Essay Questions

1.
How should public schools decide what can be taught in the 


________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________.

2.
How does a seeming ‘small town’ issue relate to democracy, 


freedom, or constitutional rights (pick one) on the national scale?



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________.

3.
How could a problem like the one in Inherit the Wind be solved 


in a manner that respects and honors the rights and freedoms of 

everyone involved?



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________.

Exercise 6

Writing Exercises

Consider the scenarios below.  Write an argument for both scenarios.  Be sure to consider both positions.

Scenario 1

Imagine you are the parent of several children who attend public school.  You consider your family to be good decent people.   However, your family’s religion is not Christianity (or perhaps you’re atheists).  You don’t want your children to be taught Christian beliefs in the public school to which you pay taxes.  You think scientific views such as evolution SHOULD be taught in the public schools.

If you were to speak to the County School Board, what would you say to convince them of your point of view?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________.

Scenario 2

Imagine you are the parent of several children who attend public school.  You consider your family to be good decent people.  Your family’s religion is Christianity.  You want your children to be taught Christian beliefs in the public school to which you pay taxes.  You think scientific views such as evolution should NOT be taught in the public schools.

If you were to speak to the County School Board, what would you say to convince them of your point of view?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Exercise 7

Vocabulary Pronunciation

Listen to the pronunciation of the vocabulary words on the audiocassette/CD.  Practice saying the words until you feel comfortable about the pronunciation.  Then record yourself saying the words on an audiocassette recorder as many times as you wish.

Annoy

Bailiff

Banner 

Bible-belt

Biology

Civic

Community

Composition

Contempt

Court

Curious

Defendant

Extradite

Foreground 

Goose-bump

Gland

Hesitates

Impassive

Improvise

Indignant

Judge

Jury

Oblige

Obscure 

Pigtailed

Placard

Privy

Reverend

Sneer

Sophisticated

Sophomore

Soul

Spectator

Tousle

Trial 

Jail

