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Before you Read

Welcome to Links to Literature.  In this lesson, you will read two selections: a speech by the famous civil-rights activist, Martin Luther King, Jr., and a pamphlet which explains the history and background of the Civil Rights movement.  King’s “I Have a Dream” speech is one of the most important speeches made in American history because it helps to mark the hope, progress, and struggles of the Civil Rights movement.  In the 1950s and 1960s, many African Americans were involved in this movement.  Even though slavery was illegal after the Civil War, African Americans were victims of segregation until the mid-1960s.  This means they weren’t allowed to eat, go to school, or work with white people.  Most public places were segregated. In addition, African Americans were also the victims of violence and police brutality.

Along with other prominent African Americans and whites, Martin Luther King, Jr., wanted to end segregation and other unfair practices against African Americans.  To protest the unfair treatment of African Americans, King led demonstrations, marches, and sit-ins.  On August 28, 1963, King helped to lead the March on Washington.  During this demonstration, about 250,000 people marched from the Washington Monument to the Lincoln Memorial.  At the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, King gave his famous speech, “I Have a Dream.”  In this speech, King referred to the Declaration of Independence, which states that “all men are created equal.”  King felt that all Americans, including African Americans, should be able to live according to this statement.  King’s speech is about the “dream” that we, as Americans, should have for equality and justice.

The Southern Poverty Law Center, an organization which provides legal protection for poor people and minorities, publishes the accompanying pamphlet, Free at Last.  This pamphlet will help you understand the background and the reasons for Martin Luther King’s speech.  
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Directions

Read pages 6 to 35 in the Free at Last pamphlet first, so that you will know more about the conditions that led up to King’s speech.  Then, read the text of “I Have a Dream.”  You can read both texts as many times as you like.  Look up unfamiliar words in the dictionary.

The audiocassette contains an original recording of Martin Luther King reading the speech.  You may listen and read along silently or aloud.  Stop the tape if you need to repeat the pronunciation of a difficult word or sentence.

There are 13 exercises in this unit.  You should complete 10 of the 13 exercises to complete the unit.  This means you can skip three of the exercises.  Or, you may do all 13 exercises if you want to.

In the back of this booklet is an answer key.  When you complete an exercise, you can check to see if your answers are correct.

Sometimes, you must use your own words to answer questions.  If the answer in the answer key differs from what you wrote, check to see if the idea or information is the same.  If it is, the answer is correct.  You can also ask the teacher for help.

Looking at Language                                                                        Part I:  Comprehension

Exercise 1
Write the letter of the correct answer.

A. Free at Last

___ 1.  When did the modern Civil Rights movement begin?

a. 1600s

b. 1800s

c. 1950s

___ 2.  What was the Ku Klux Klan?

a. a group of people from the Union Army who helped to free blacks

b. a group of Confederate army veterans who terrorized blacks

c. a group of abolitionists

___ 3.  What was the Brown v. Board of Education ruling?

a. that segregated schools “are inherently unequal”

b. that Linda Brown’s parents must keep their daughter in a black school

c. that the workplace should be integrated

___ 4.  What did Rosa Parks do?  

a. resigned from her job

b. refused to give up her bus seat to a white man

c. walked to work

___ 5.  What was the name of the bill that allowed African Americans to vote without restrictions?

a. the NAACP

b. the Council of Federated Organizations

       c.   the Voting Rights Act

B.  “I Have a Dream”

___ 1.  The Emancipation Proclamation

a. ended the Civil War.

b. ended segregation.

c. freed African Americans from slavery.

___ 2.  King compares the African American struggle for freedom to

a. a large ocean.

b. cashing a check.

c. going to the bank.

___ 3.  According to King, America has given the Negro people

a. a bad check.

b. the riches of freedom.

c. the bank of justice.

___ 4.  King believes that we have to be careful to avoid

a. corruption.

b. jealousy.

c. physical violence.

___ 5.  When King says, ”We cannot walk alone,” he means that

a. we need to include black people.

b. we need to include white people.

c. we need to include militant blacks.

___ 6.  King mentions three injustices.  One of these is

a. not being allowed to stay in a hotel after you have been traveling.

b. sitting in the back of a bus.

c. segregation of the schools.

___ 7.  King keeps repeating this phrase over and over:

a. We need to go back.

b. This is our hope.

c. I have a dream.

___ 8.  One of King’s dreams is that

a. people will be able to return to New York.

b. in Alabama, black children will be able to join hands with white children.

c. the Alabama governor will be impeached.

___ 9.  King uses the word “faith” to mean that,

a. in the future, we will see the glory of God, or God’s ultimate plan. 

b. mountains will be made higher.

c. we will carve a stone of hope out of the mountain.

___ 10.  The words “free at last” come from

a. the national anthem.

b. “My Country ‘Tis of Thee.”

c. an old Negro spiritual.

Exercise 2

Give short answers to the following questions.  Use complete sentences.

A. Free at Last

1. Name at least three of the African Americans who helped slaves during the time of slavery.  Explain what each of these individuals accomplished.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Can you explain the origin of the term “Jim Crow,” and what this term means?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What does the abbreviation NAACP stand for, and what does the NAACP do?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. In your own words, describe the struggle that took place at Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1957:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



5. What were the Freedom Riders trying to accomplish?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What were some of the beliefs of people who argued against Martin Luther King’s doctrine of nonviolence?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



B. “I Have a Dream”

1.  What, according to King, does the Declaration of Independence promise?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Does King believe his audience should take its time or act quickly?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  According to King, how should African Americans conduct their struggle?  What should they avoid?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What are some of the things African Americans could not do in the 1950s?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why does King say people should “go back” to South Carolina, Georgia, and Louisiana?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. In your own words, mention some of the dreams King has:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What is King saying about mountains and valleys?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. In his speech, King mentions some important documents in American History.  Can you list the three documents he mentions?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. List one or two of the ways King discusses music in his speech.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Looking at Language                                                                             Part II:  Vocabulary

Exercise 3

These words are recorded on the audiocassette.  Listen and practice the pronunciation of each word.

Now choose the correct word from the list in the box below, and write it next to its definition.  Look back at the speech to see if you can find the meaning of the word from the meaning of the sentence.

Fill in as many as you can, then use your dictionary for help.







refusal to participate in an activity as a way of 





making a statement






a written promise to pay money at a certain time






something that confines the legs and arms






cannot be alienated or surrendered






peace and quiet






cruel violence against another person






the practice of annoying or harassing another person 




because of his beliefs, race, or religion






the process of bringing about redemption (redeem = 




to release from blame, debt, and the consequences 





of sin)






what is meant to happen to a person in the future






acting in accord with divine or moral law






failed to pay a debt






giving you life and energy






a legal order or decision which must be obeyed






became feeble and weak






to sink into a lower state or to decline in quality






the practice of allowing people of different races to 





be in the same group






unjust or cruel exercise of authority or power






the practice of separating people of different races 





into different groups

Exercise 4

In each sentence below, there is a word or a phrase that has the same meaning as the boldfaced word.  Underline that word or phrase.  The boldfaced words are taken from the “I Have a Dream” speech.

It may help you to look back at the speech and read the sentences containing these words.

     John had many difficulties and tribulations.  He came from a family that had a great amount of money, indeed, a prodigious sum.  Yet he became bankrupt and was unable to pay his debts.  His family sent him away, and he was forced to leave his home and country, to become an exile.  Eventually, he had no place to live, and he found himself in 

a desert, where he suffered from a terrible, withering heat.  He began to look for something that would provide relief to his dreary life, a green place in the 

desert, an oasis.  Then he thought he saw a beacon of light, maybe a fire on the hill, or some other kind of signal.  However, he had to walk so far in the sweltering sun, he feared he would die or be overcome by the intense heat.  He walked with some urgency, as if there was something that was calling for immediate attention.  He felt an unspeakable joy, a feeling he could not express with words, when he saw a lake and some beautiful trees, and his children standing by the lake.  The children, who were his heirs, would have inherited his money and property, but since he was bankrupt, they had decided to forgive him.

These words are also recorded on the audiocassette.  Listen and repeat the pronunciation.

Exercise 5
Sometimes two or three different words can have the same meaning.  These are called synonyms.  For example, “big” is a synonym for “large,” and “happy” is a synonym for “glad.”  Look at the boldfaced words in the following sentences.  Choose the word from the list that means the same or almost the same as the word in the sentence.  Write the synonym in the space after the sentence.



revolt                                          midst



fatigue                                         hallowed



exile                                            threshold



manacles

1. The man had been travelling for so long, he was suffering from exhaustion.

2. When John returned to his country after thirty years of living abroad, he felt like an outsider in his own land.

3. Karen was in the middle of her speech when a cell phone rang in the audience.

4. The officer placed handcuffs on the criminal’s hands.

5. Native Americans believe many areas in the Southwestern United States are sacred.

6. The slave rebellion took place in the 1800s.

7. Dusk is the boundary between day and night.
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Part III:  Grammar

Exercise 6

A.  Large sections of the pamphlet Free at Last are written in the past tense.  This is because the writers discuss things that happened in the historical past.  

Past tense verbs are regular or irregular.  

Regular verbs form the past tense by adding  -ed to the base form:

               Present:   walk                       Past:   walked

               Present:   listen                      Past:    listened

Irregular verbs form the past tense by changing spelling in different ways:

Present:   stand

Past:   stood

Present:   bring

Past:   brought

Below is one of the paragraphs in Free at Last.  The verbs are boldfaced and numbered.

1. Write R for regular verbs and I for irregular verbs beside the number for each verb.  (Remember:  regular verbs in the past tense end in –ed.)

2. Rewrite the paragraph, changing the verbs to the present tense.

     The end of the Civil War brought (1) a brief glimpse of freedom.  The Thirteenth Constitutional Amendment outlawed (2) slavery; the Fourteenth Amendment protected (3) the rights of newly freed slaves; and the Fifteenth Amendment gave (4) black citizens the right to vote.

(1)___________

(2)___________

(3)___________

(4)___________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 7

Most of the “I Have a Dream” speech is written in the present tense.  Martin Luther King uses the present tense to provide a sense of urgency to his message.  In this exercise, you will find all the verbs in the past and present tenses in the paragraphs.

When you are looking for verbs, be careful, because some verbs include auxiliary or helping verbs.  For example, in “The chair is broken,” the words is and broken both form part of the verb, but is is the helping verb.  Here are some examples:

He has eaten.

She is satisfied.

The furniture is polished.

In the following paragraphs, underline all the verbs, including the helping verbs.  You should find at least 10 verbs.  List all of the verbs in the numbered spaces.

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation.  The momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves, who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice.  It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity.  One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination.  

One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity.  One hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land.  So we’ve come today to dramatize a shameful condition.

Verbs:

1._____________                                                                  6.______________

2._____________                                                                  7.______________

3._____________                                                                  8.______________

4._____________                                                                  9.______________

5._____________                                                                 10.______________
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    Part IV:  Metaphors and Analogies

Exercise 8
Martin Luther King uses language that is rich in literary devices.  One of the devices he uses is called metaphor.  A metaphor is the comparison of one idea with another image or object.  For example, in the phrase “love is a rose,” the idea of love is compared to the tangible (touchable) object of the rose.  The metaphor means that love is beautiful and sweet, but soon fades like the rose.  In the phrase “life is a breeze,” the abstract concept of “life” is compared to a breeze, or a light wind.  Writers use metaphors to make their ideas more vivid, interesting, and colorful.  A metaphor allows the reader to visualize an image that is attached to the idea or concept.

In the following items, read the sentences from “I Have a Dream,” and underline the metaphors.  Next, identify the two things that are being compared.  Finally, try to explain what you think the metaphor means.  Note:  some items contain more than one metaphor.  Use the example as a guide for how to complete this exercise.

Example:  No, no, we are not satisfied and we will not be satisfied until justice rolls down 

like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.


Metaphor A:
 justice

is compared to

waters

Metaphor B:
 righteousness
is compared to

a mighty stream 
Meaning of metaphor(s):  King suggests that we should not be satisfied with minor accomplishments and small political achievements.  The progress of justice and righteousness must be so complete that it is like a powerful stream of water that cannot be stopped.  

1. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves, who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice.

Metaphor A:  _________________ is compared to___________________

Metaphor B:  _________________ is compared to____________________

Meanings of metaphor(s):  ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination.

Metaphor A:  _________________ is compared to______________________________

Metaphor B:  _________________ is compared to ______________________________

Meaning of metaphor(s):  ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity.

Metaphor:  _______________________ is compared to __________________________

Meaning of metaphor:  _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood.

Metaphor A: _____________________ is compared to ___________________________

Metaphor B: _____________________ is compared to ___________________________

Meaning of metaphor(s):  ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. This sweltering summer of the Negro’s legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality.

Metaphor A: _______________________ is compared to _________________________

Metaphor B:________________________is compared to__________________________

Meaning of metaphor(s):  ___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________   

________________________________________________________________________   

Exercise 9
Another literary device that Martin Luther King uses is the analogy.  An analogy is like a longer, extended metaphor.  This means that a writer might use two or three paragraphs (or more) to compare two situations.  A common analogy is to compare the struggles of life to a difficult journey.  At the time of birth, the child sets out on his journey.  Sometimes the journey is smooth and untroubled, like life can be at times.  At other times, the traveler might have problems with storms or even shipwrecks, just as someone has difficulties in life.  The end of the journey is the individual’s death.

In Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, King uses the famous analogy of money (writing a bad check) to show how the African American people have been mistreated by our government.  He suggests that the promises contained by the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence have not come true for African Americans.  It is almost as if our government had written a bad check.

Read these paragraphs from “I Have a Dream.”  Then, answer the following questions.

In a sense we have come to our nation’s capital to cash a check.  When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir.  This note was a promise that all men, yes black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the inalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of color are concerned.  Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back marked “insufficient funds.”

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt.  We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation.  So we have come to cash this check, a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice.

1. Look up the meaning of the phrase promissory note in the dictionary.  What does it mean?  According to King, who was signing the promissory note?  Who was supposed to receive its benefits?  What kind of promise was the note making?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does King mean when he says America has defaulted on this promissory note?  What is the sacred obligation King mentions?  What has America given to African Americans?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

3. What is it that the Negro people refuse to believe?  What does King mean by the bank of justice?  What does King believe the Negro people should actually do?

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
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Part V:  Civil Rights

Exercise 10
The Civil Rights movement brought about a number of important events in history.  Yet, even before the time of Civil Rights, when slavery was still practiced, African Americans won certain victories.  For example, Harriet Tubman and others created the “Underground Railroad.”  Using a network of secret routes, Tubman helped to guide hundreds of slaves to freedom.  Later, during the Civil Rights period of the1950s and 1960s, some of the most important events in history occurred, and African Americans endured some of their most difficult struggles and significant victories.  

Using the Free at Last pamphlet, familiarize yourself with some of the most important events that occurred in African American history, both before and during the Civil Rights movement.  Next, match the following items with their illustration or definition.

1.___The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

2.___sit-ins

3.___Civil Rights Act

4.___Voting Rights Act

5.___the Selma March

6.___Frederick Douglass

7.___the March on Washington

8.___the Underground Railroad

9.___the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)

10.___Rosa Parks

a. She refused to give up her bus seat to a white man.

b. a form of protest by African American students who sat in shifts in segregated public facilities like lunch counters, parks, and libraries

c. a network of secret routes that escaping slaves took as they were heading North

d. an event in which hundreds of people marched from Selma, Alabama, to the state capitol in Montgomery.  These people were demonstrating for voting rights.

e. a bill which outlawed obstacles to black voting and authorized federal officials to enforce fair voting practices

f. a group which was formed in 1910.  This group launched a legal campaign against racism, and documented racist violence.

g. a man who escaped from slavery, taught himself to read and write, and became a leader in the Abolitionist movement

h. a bill which Congress passed to outlaw segregation in public accommodations

i. the demonstration where Martin Luther King gave his “I Have a Dream” speech in front of the Lincoln Memorial

j. African Americans who wanted to use the philosophy of nonviolence

Exercise 11

Write a brief essay (3-6 sentences) on one of the following topics:

A. Martin Luther King’s speech revolves around the words, “I have a dream.”  King uses these words in the title and as a refrain that he repeats over and over again.  Read the section of the speech where he keeps repeating the words, “I have a dream.”  Write your own “I Have a Dream” speech.  Explain what some of your own dreams are regarding a topic that you believe in.

B:
Choose someone you admire, someone who has made an important political or social contribution in your country or in the U.S.  Find information about the person on the Internet.  Based on your findings, write a brief biography of this person in your own words.  Make sure you include the important contributions this person has made.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 12
In his speech, Martin Luther King makes a number of references to historical documents.  For example, he refers to the Declaration of Independence, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the Constitution.

A. First, you are going to do some research.  You can use one of your civics textbooks, or you can look things up on the Internet.  (You might already know about some of these topics, such as the story of the Declaration of Independence.)  A good textbook to use is Getting Your Citizenship, by Echaore-McDavid and Roderman.  A good website to use is www.thinkquest.org.  When you reach this site, click on “library.”  Then, look up your topic(s).

In your own words, write what you have learned about the document or piece, and give the date it was written.  Then, copy the quotation(s) from the “I Have a Dream” speech that refer to that topic.

Topic 1:  Emancipation Proclamation

What you know about it: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The quotation: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic 2:  The Constitution

What you know about it:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The quotation:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Topic 3:  The Declaration of Independence
What you know about it:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The quotation(s): _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic 4:  The song, “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”

What you know about it: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

The quotation:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 13

Did Martin Luther King’s dreams come true?  Martin Luther King gave his speech more than 40 years ago.  Since that time, we have made huge gains.  For example, all public places in the U.S. are now integrated.  Yet, many people complain that we still have many problems in the area of civil rights.  These problems occur not only in relationships between blacks and whites, but also in areas like women’s rights, gay rights, and immigrants’ rights.  For example, it is a fact that men’s and women’s salaries in the same fields are not equal.  Also, women, African Americans, Hispanics, and other minorities, don’t hold many top positions in the government.

Read the questions below.  Write two more questions of your own.  Answer the questions for yourself.  Find five other people and ask them the questions.  Write down their answers.  Come back to the classroom and share your findings.

1. Do you think the promises made in the Declaration of Independence are true for everyone (for example, that all men are created equal, or that all men are guaranteed the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness)?  Why or why not?

2. Would you vote for a black or a female president?  Why or why not?

3. What are two things that are different or better from the way things were in 1963?

4. What are two things that still need to be changed?

5. If you were to write a new civil rights law, what would it be?

6.


7.


Your answers: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What other people said: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Congratulations!

You have completed the Links to Literature unit on “I Have A Dream”
promissory note			manacles				degenerate


brutality				righteousness				redemptive


invigorating				tranquility				languished


destiny					defaulted				decree


persecutions				oppression				inalienable


segregation (from Free At Last )		boycott (from Free At Last )		integration (from Free At Last )	








