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Before you Read

Welcome to Links to Literature.  You are going to read a selection from a novel called Advise and Consent.  The name of the book comes from the U.S. Constitution, in which the duties of the separate parts of the United States government are described in detail.  One of the duties of the U.S. Senate is to advise (give opinions or recommendations) and consent (give approval) for persons appointed by the President to certain high offices, such as federal and Supreme Court judges, and members of the Cabinet.  The Cabinet is the group of advisors the President uses to form policies on everything from relationships with foreign countries to concerns about the environment, business, health care and other matters important to the country.  The Cabinet today has 15 departments:  the heads of the cabinet departments are called Secretaries.

Advise and Consent is the story of the appointment of a man to be Secretary of State, or the head of the Department of State in the government.  The Secretary of State helps the President decide on policies of the U.S. government towards all other nations, and acts as the U.S. representative at meetings about trade, military matters, etc.  The appointment in the story is a controversial one, because different people have very different opinions about the man named by the President to be Secretary of State.  Some think he is a wonderful person who is perfect for the job, and others think he is not trustworthy and that his ideas will harm the nation.  The people in the story express their opinions with passion and skill;  this is one of the reasons the book is so dramatic and entertaining.

Another reason is the time period of the story.  Advise and Consent was written in the late 1950’s, at the height of the Cold War.  The Cold War was the period of time in U.S. history during which America and the Soviet Union were both increasing in power and were in competition to spread their influence around the world.  At this time, the government of the Soviet Union was very aggressive and threatening in its attitude towards the U.S. and its allies.  In 1956, the Soviet Premier, Nikita Krushchev, shocked people around the world when he declared to a group of Western diplomats, “Whether you like it or not, history is on our side. We will bury you.”  In 1957, the Soviets launched the unmanned spacecraft, Sputnik, which seemed to prove that the Soviets were superior to the West in technology.  People in the United States were fearful, yet determined to remain strong in the face of the Soviet challenge.  In this setting, the choice of who would be the Secretary of State, in charge of U.S. relations with Russia (the Soviet Union) and other nations, was an extremely important matter.

The author (writer) of this novel, Allen Drury, was a reporter for the New York Times newspaper for many years, responsible for reporting about the Senate.  In this job, he was able to see very closely how the Senate and its system of committees operate, and he used this knowledge as a basis for the story.  Also, he was able to observe how the powerful personalities and the personal history and relationships among the Senators affect their decisions in making law and passing judgment on persons appointed by the President, and how the Senators can rise above their personal feelings and act solely for the benefit of the country.  The Senate that Allen Drury shows us is filled with remarkable, fascinating people, capable of the highest and the lowest ambitions and actions, trying with all their gifts of intelligence and eloquence to move the country in the way they think is best. 

Behind the Story
Many of the characters in the story have known each other for many years, and have become friends, or competed against each other for various high offices.  In the reading selection, a specific episode that happened before the time of the story is referred to.  It will help if you know about this episode.

In the U.S. today, there are two major political parties, the Republican Party and the Democratic Party.  During a presidential election year (presidential elections are held every 4 years), each party holds a meeting, called a convention, to select a candidate for President.  All the state Democratic or Republican parties send representatives, called delegates, to this national convention.  There, they listen to speeches and hold meetings and vote for the man or woman they want to nominate, or name, as their candidate for President.  

In the book, there were two main competitors for the presidential nomination at the last party convention:  Senator Orrin Knox and another man, the man who is President in Advise and Consent.  As the convention progressed, it appeared that both competitors had approximately equal support.  Senator Knox and his rival (who is not named in the book, but is simply called “the President”) each met with delegates who could help him win enough votes to be nominated.  At such a time, it is not unusual for promises to be made, but Senator Knox refused to promise anything, saying instead that he wanted votes only if the delegates thought he would be the best man for the presidency.  He believed, however, that his rival was making numerous promises.  In the heat of the final vote, Senator Knox accused one of the delegates, Harley Hudson, of supporting his rival in exchange for favor.  This angered Harley, who then gave his votes to Senator Knox’s rival.  The rival won the nomination, and, later, the general election, becoming President.  Harley Hudson was chosen to run with him as Vice President.  All the characters involved in this episode remain hurt and angry about it.

Other Facts
It will also be helpful to know that numbers are very important in the Senate.  The party with the most Senators is the Majority party.  Its leader is the Majority Leader.  The Majority Leader has the power to decide what will be debated, or talked about, by the Senate, and when. This is a very important power.  The other party is called the Minority Party, and its leader is the Minority Leader.  Since the business of passing laws works best when the two parties can discuss matters in a polite, or even friendly way, it’s common for the Majority Leader and the Minority Leader to cooperate with each other, even when they disagree.

Each state in the U.S. is represented by two Senators.  This makes a total of 100 Senators.  The Senator from each state who has been elected for the longest amount of time is called the Senior Senator from that state;  the other is called the Junior Senator.  It’s customary for the Senior Senator from any state to have more status than the Junior Senator.  And, since “Junior” usually refers to a younger person, it’s sometimes amusing to find that the Junior Senator from a state is older than the Senior Senator from that state.



Language Warning

There is language in this reading selection, and in the book, that some people may find objectionable.  If you are offended by strong language, please choose another Links to Literature unit.



Directions

The excerpt from Advise and Consent used in this unit is from the 1965 Pocket Cardinal edition.   It begins on page 92:  “The minute he stepped on the floor Bob Munson could sense that major events were under way, . . .” and ends on page 102:  “. . .reaching over as he did so to pick up Seab’s empty inkwell from the floor and, without looking at him, replace it carefully in its socket on the desk.”  You can read it as many times as you like.  You can look up unfamiliar words in the dictionary.  It is recommended that you read the selection, complete Exercises 1 and 2, and then read the selection again.

On the audiocassette/CD is a recording of an English-speaker reading the selection.  You may listen and read along silently or aloud.  You may stop the tape and repeat pronunciation of a difficult word or sentence.

You can practice pronunciation by using a dual-cassette or a CD/cassette recorder.  Put the program tape or CD in the playback side (the side that doesn’t record).  Put a blank tape in the recording side.  Play a word or sentence from the program tape; pause that side and record yourself on the blank cassette.  Play back your own voice, and compare your pronunciation with that of the native speaker.   (Make sure the machine has a microphone, or plug one in.  It also may be helpful to use headphones.)

There are 14 exercises in this unit.  You need to complete 11 of the 14 exercises to complete the unit.  This means you can skip 3 of the exercises.  Of course, you may do all 14 exercises, if you want to. 

The answers to the exercise questions are printed in the back of this exercise booklet. There are several ways to use the answer key.  You can complete one exercise and then check the key to find your errors and correct them.  Or, you may complete several or all of the exercises before you look for the answers in the key.

Sometimes you are asked to use your own words to answer questions.  If the answer in the answer key is different from what you wrote, check to see if the idea or information is the same.  If it is, the answer is correct.  You can ask the teacher for help.

This is not a test.

These exercises are to help you learn.  As an adult, you know how you learn best, so use these exercises any way you like for maximum learning.

Note:

This is one of the more difficult reading selections in this series.  If you are frustrated by it, stop and choose another selection.  You may return to this story and try again when your reading skills have improved.
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Part I:  Comprehension

Exercise 1.

There are many characters in this story.  Some are major (important) and some are minor (not as important).  Identify the characters below by circling Senior or Junior and writing in the name of the state or other information from the reading.  The numbers in parentheses ( ) show which paragraphs in the reading contain the information.  

Major characters

Harley Hudson
________________________________________________ (17-19) 


of the United States

(The Vice President presides over, or conducts the meetings of, the Senate.  The Senators call him (or her) “Mr. President”(or “Madame President”) when he does this, because he is the President of the Senate, not because he is the President of the United States.)

Robert A Leffingwell


nominee for ____________________________________________________ (39, 44, 63) 

Senators:

Robert (Bob) Munson




(Senior or Junior)(63)   Senator from _____________________________________ (63)

and ________________________________________ Leader of the Senate (8, 63, 64)

Paul Hendershot


(Senior or Junior)(61)   Senator from __________________________ (6, 15, 51, 53, 61)

Warren Strickland


Senator from  _________________________________________________ (63) 
and 

Minority Leader of the Senate

Orrin Knox



Senator from ____________________________________________(49, 52, 53, 56,  63)

Seab (Seabright) Cooley  

(Senior or Junior) (57, 61)  Senator from _______________________________ (31-33)

and President ____________________________________ of the Senate (37)

(The President pro Tempore (President for a time) of the Senate presides over the Senate when the Vice President is absent.  This position is usually given to the Senator of the majority party with the longest service.  Other Senators are selected to substitute for the President pro Tem, the Majority Leader and the Minority Leader when they are absent.) 

Brigham Anderson


(Senior or Junior) (57)  Senator from _________________________ (63, 45-46, 57, 61) 

Tom August


Senator from __________________________________  (59-60)  and Chairman of the 

Senate Committee on  _________________________________________________ (61)

Minor characters

Senators

John Winthrop
Senator from ________________________________________ (7)

Stanley Danta
Senator from _______________________________________ (63)

Lafe Smith

Senator from _______________________________________ (63)

Senator Welch
Senator from _______________________________________ (69)

Job titles are sometimes used in place of a person’s name.  Two characters who are often referred to by their job titles are described below. 

 Who are they?

the  ___________________________:  (1) person who calls the names of the Senators one by one (calling the roll) to find out who is present, and to record their votes.

the ________________________________:  (1, 17-19) abbreviation for the Chairman (or Chairwoman or Chairperson);  the person who conducts or runs a meeting.  In the Senate, this is another name for the Vice President or, if the VP is absent, what the Senator who sits in his/her place and conducts the meeting is called.

Exercise 2.

It may be helpful to identify the two sides to this debate:  those in favor of (for) the nomination of Robert A. Leffingwell, and those opposed (against).  Use the names of the major characters above to write in the names of those who are IN FAVOR, OPPOSED or UNDECIDED.

          IN FAVOR

            OPPOSED


UNDECIDED



            

            


Now read the selection again, looking back at your answers to Exercise 1 and Exercise 2 to help you recognize each character’s position and opinion.

Exercise 3.

Number the following actions to put them in the correct order.

Set #1:  Number from 1 – 6.

________Senator Strickland, the Minority Leader, asks the Senators to be courteous.

________Senator Munson tries to delay discussion of the nomination by asking for debate on another matter, the Federal Reserve bill.

________The Clerk calls the roll to find out if there is a quorum (minimum number of members required to do business) present.

________Senator Smith replies that Mr. Leffingwell is the only man the President has appointed, so he is the only man the Senate can consider.

________Senator Hendershot angrily states that the nomination is being “railroaded” (rushed through quickly to prevent careful consideration).
________Senator Cooley of South Carolina asks if Robert A. Leffingwell is the only man who is able to do the job of Secretary of State.

Set #2:  Number from 7 – 12.

________Senator Cooley speaks again, saying that all the bitterness and division in the debate are caused by Mr. Leffingwell.  “He is no good . . .” he says.  “He will destroy our beloved America!”

________Some people in the gallery (the visitors’ seats) clap their hands at Senator Cooley’s speech.  Vice President Hudson warns them to be silent.

________Senator Munson stops the discussion of the nomination by changing the topic to discussion and voting on the Federal Reserve bill.

________Senator Knox gives an unexpected compliment to Vice President Hudson.  Then he says that, while he has opposed Mr. Leffingwell in the past, “I will give him a fair hearing and make up my mind after the facts are in.”

________Senator Cooley roars, “Let us reject his nomination!”

________Senator Anderson says that, “as of now, I do not know what I shall [will] do on this nominee.”

These sentences are recorded in the correct order on the audiocassette/CD.  Listen to check your answers.  Repeat the sentences for pronunciation and inflection. 
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Part II:  Vocabulary

Exercise 4:
Many different words are used to describe the tone, or sound, of a speaker’s voice and the meaning of that tone.  In the following exercise, choose the correct definition of the boldfaced word.

The sentences are recorded on the audiocassette/CD.  Mark the correct definition and check your answer in the answer key.  Then listen and repeat the sentences.

Set #1

1.  The young couple whispered their words of affection so others couldn’t hear.

a.  spoke softly, using breath, not voice

b.  spoke with anger, harshly and quickly

c.  spoke in a dull monotone with little emotion

2.  The bus driver announced our arrival at the Chicago station.


a.  spoke softly, using breath, not voice


b.  gave a quick, sharp reply, especially in response to an insult


c.  gave information formally and with authority

3.  “Don’t talk to me,” she snapped.  “I’m angry with you.”

a.  spoke with anger, harshly and quickly

b.  gave information formally and with authority


c.  spoke in a dull monotone with little emotion

4.  “I thought that speech would never end.  He droned on forever.”


a.  spoke loudly and with force


b.  spoke in a dull monotone with little emotion


c.  spoke with anger, harshly and quickly

5.  Although they were shouting, they couldn’t be heard over the sound of the hurricane.


a.  speaking in a dull monotone with little emotion


b.  speaking loudly and with force


c.  speaking softly, using breath, not voice

6.  “Don’t argue with him.  He’s always ready with a clever retort.”


a.  information given formally and with authority 


b.  a loud, forceful reply

c.   a quick, sharp reply, especially in response to an insult

Set #2

1.  “I respect your opinion,” the Senator remarked.


a.  asked for boldly and forcefully


b.  said


c.  revealed something secret or private

2.  The child wouldn’t divulge where he found the ten dollar bill.


a.  speak with maximum loudness in a full, rumbling voice


b.  ask for boldly and forcefully


c.  reveal something secret or private

3.  “Get out of my fields!” the farmer roared at the flock of crows.


a.  said


b.  spoke with maximum loudness in a full, rumbling voice


c.  continued to speak

4.  “Apologize to me for that insult,” the mother demanded.

a.  continued to speak


b.  indicated without saying directly


c.  asked for boldly and forcefully 

5.  “I don’t mean to imply that I think you’re a fool,” Julia said, smiling.


a.  indicate without saying directly


b.  say


c.  speak with maximum loudness in a full, rumbling voice

6.  “In fact,” she added, “I think you’re quite intelligent.”


a.   continued to speak


b.  revealed something secret or private


c.  indicated without saying directly

Set #3

1.  Silence fell;  not another word was uttered.

a.  spoken strongly against


b.  spoken while forcing breath noisily out the nose, to show contempt or humor


c.  spoken, or said

2.  The crowd murmured uncomfortably as the debate became angry.


a.  made a low, continuous sound, like a stream of water  

b.  stirred up prejudice and emotions


c.  spoke while forcing breath noisily out the nose, to show contempt or humor

3.  “I’m sure no insult was intended,” the Senator snorted.

a.  continued


b.  spoke while forcing breath noisily out the nose, to show contempt or humor


c.  made a low, continuous sound, like a stream of water

4.  She went on with her speech, despite the angry response of the crowd.


a.  spoke strongly against


b.  continued


c.  spoke, or said

5.  “I could demagogue,” remarked the Senator, “but I prefer to appeal to people’s reason, rather than to their passions.”


a.  stir up prejudice and emotions


b.  speak, or say


c.  make a low continuous sound, like a stream of water

6.  The workers protested when the company changed their pay and benefits.


a.  stirred up prejudice and emotions


b.  continued


c.  spoke strongly against
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______
Part III:  Grammar

Exercise 5:
Adverbs and adjectives are words that give color and life to language.  Here is a sentence with no adverbs or adjectives:



The boy picked up his bookbag and went home.

This gives information, but doesn’t really paint an image in your mind.  

Look at these sentences:



The tired boy picked up his heavy bookbag and went home.



The happy boy picked up his new bookbag and went home.

The words tired, heavy, happy and new are adjectives:  adjectives describe persons (boy) and things (bookbag).  Notice how using these words can change the feeling of a sentence completely.

Here’s another sentence:



The boy sadly picked up his bookbag and went slowly home.

The words sadly and slowly are adverbs:  adverbs describe how an action is done (in grammar language, we say adverbs modify a verb).

Look at the adverbs in the sentence above.  Adverbs almost always end in the same two letters.  

What are the letters?  _____________________

Advise and Consent is a story that happens as people are talking:  it’s their ideas and their words that are dramatic.  In telling his story, the author, Allen Drury, uses many adverbs to help the reader build a vivid picture of the characters and their speeches and conversations.

Below are some sentences from the story.  In each sentence, the adverb is in boldface.  Underline the verb that is modified by the adverb.  Change the adverb into the adjective form by removing the two-letter ending (-ly) and use the adjective in the sentence.  The number in parentheses shows the paragraph in the reading where the sentence appears.

Example:

Senator Hendershot was standing impassively at his desk.  (1)

Adjective:  ______impassive_________

Senator Hendershot was an ___impassive___ man who showed no emotion.

1.  . . . the Clerk concluded triumphantly.  (1)


Adjective:  _______________________________________

The _______________________________ basketball team celebrated their victory.

2.  “ . . .it is apt to be slightly more than fifteen minutes.”  (8)

  
Adjective:  _______________________________________

I don’t think there’s a chance you’ll win the lottery.  Why waste your money on 

such a ____________________________ possibility?

3.  “I have no idea at all how long I intend to speak,”  Paul Hendershot said dryly. (8)


Adjective:  _______________________________________

He’s very funny, but he has such a ________________ sense of humor:  you have to listen carefully to get his jokes.

4.   Bob Munson smiled pleasantly. (9)


Adjective:  _______________________________________

It was such a beautiful, ______________________________________ day, we decided to go for a walk.

5.  . . .aware of Henry Lytle sitting nervously on the edge of his chair nearby . . (46)


Adjective:  _________________________________

The _____________________________________ actor forgot all his lines in the play.

6.  “Mr. President,” Warren Strickland said quietly, forestalling a retort from Senator Munson. (15)


Adjective:  _______________________________________

The ______________________________ children listened to their grandmother tell her story.

7.  “Dum-de-dum-dum-dum-de-dum-de-dum-de-dum-dum,” he was humming as Bob Munson leaned toward him fiercely. (25)


Adjective:  _______________________________________

Before we could react, the ____________________________________ tiger attacked.

8.  “Didn’t think of Paul, did you, Bob?”  Seab asked softly.  (27)


Adjective:  _______________________________________

Her _____________________________________ voice soon lulled the baby to sleep.

9.  “So I have, Bob,” Senator Cooley said placidly.  (29)


Adjective:  _______________________________________

She had a _______________________________________ personality, never becoming angry or excited.

10.  “Mr. President, will the Senator yield?” Lafe Smith asked crisply. (35)


Adjective:  _______________________________________

On that winter morning, the cold, ________________________________ air made us gasp for breath.
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Part IV:  Dictation

Exercise  6:
Dictation.

For this exercise, five sentences are recorded on the audiotape.  Listen to each sentence and write what you hear.  Each sentence is repeated 3 times.  You may stop the tape, rewind, and listen as many times as you like.  When you’re finished, check your answers in the answer key.

1.


2.



3.

 

4.


5.
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        Part V: The Writer’s Craft

Exercise 7:

Characterization is the word used to describe how the author makes each person in the story lifelike and different from all the others.  Each major character in Advise and Consent is introduced with several adjectives which quickly give the reader an idea about his or her personality.  In addition, more information is given by the way the characters talk to and treat each other.  

Look at the list of words and phrases below.  Then match the words or phrases to the characters by writing the appropriate letters beside the name.  You can use each letter many times.

Note: there is more information in the story about some characters than about others, so you may write many letters beside some names and only a few beside others.  

a.  politically powerful



i.  morally upright (knows the 

b.  manipulative  (will use any method to 


difference between right 


control or influence others)



and wrong, and chooses to

c.  pleasant






do right)

d.  intelligent





j.  eloquent (able to express himself  

e.  practical  (more concerned with 



clearly and elegantly)


day-to-day reality than with ideas)

k.  courteous

f.  has the respect of others



l.   calm and reasonable

g.  doesn’t have the respect of others; is

m. clever and wily (uses skill, 


 
easily influenced by others



and sometimes tricks to


h.  can control his emotions and show


accomplish a plan)


an emotion he doesn’t really feel

n.  open-minded 


so his speeches and conversation

o.  doesn’t control his emotions;  



will have the greatest effect



often explodes with anger

Senator Bob Munson:  

___________________________________________

Senator Warren Strickland: 

___________________________________________

Senator Paul Hendershot:

___________________________________________

Senator Orrin Knox:


___________________________________________

Senator Seabright Cooley:

___________________________________________

Vice President Harley Hudson:
___________________________________________

Exercise 8:

Answer the questions below.  Write three or more sentences for each answer.

1.  Who is your favorite character?  Why?


2.  Who is your least favorite character?  Why?


3.  Which character do you think is best for the government?  Why?


Exercise 9:

American English uses many idioms (a phrase or expression that means something different from the exact meaning of its words).  Many of these expressions are images or actions originally used to describe one situation which are then used to describe something else that is entirely different.

For example, the phrase batting a thousand comes from baseball, where it means perfect, 100% success in hitting the ball. This phrase can be used for any informal situation where you mean someone is having absolute success.

>How’s your daughter doing in school?


>>Terrific.  She’s batting a thousand. (Meaning:  her grades are perfect, or 
almost perfect, and she’s getting along very well.)

In the pairs of sentences below, the first sentence uses the idiomatic expression in its original context;  the second sentence shows the use of the idiom in the reading.  Find the correct definition in the box and write it on the line.


1.  A.
The sailors saw that a severe storm was coming, so they battened down the 
hatches.

     B.
. . . around the chamber there was a kind of instinctive tightening-up and 
battening down the hatches. (1)

Meaning of to batten down the hatches


2.  A.
Before the performance, the director checks to see that the furniture is in the proper place on the stage.  When the stage is set, he signals for the play to begin.

      B.
Well over fifty Senators had come in already, Harley Hudson was back in 
the Chair, and the stage was set. (1)

Meaning of the stage is/was set

3.  A.
Where the water moved gently, eddying-about in a shallow circle, the fish 
liked to gather.

     B.
There was a general eddying-about all over the chamber, . . .

Meaning of eddying-about


4.  A.
The railroad is so fast and powerful, nothing can stop it.

     B.
“I am prepared to say it for a fact, that there is a deliberate, underhanded attempt to railroad this nomination through the Senate.” (11)

Meaning of to railroad


5.  A.
Early in the soccer game, Leni told the team, “We have to be careful.  We 
don’t want them to have a penalty kick at this stage of the game.”

     B.
“Mr. President, it seems to me that just possibly, at this beginning of what promises to be a long and controversial episode, that Senators might refrain, at least at this stage of the game, from personal imputations and allegations.” (15)

Meaning of at this stage of the game


6.  A.
Henry doesn’t like to wait for anything;  he starts right in.  His sister likes 
to argue;  give her the smallest reason, and she’ll start right in on you.

     B.
“. . .didn’t say anything to the old bastard,” Harley whispered back with equal heat.  “He started right in on me the minute I got to him.”  (19)

Meaning of to start (right) in on (someone)


7.  A.
Some people don’t like to get their hands dirty doing jobs like changing the 
oil in the car or changing their baby’s diaper.  They try to get someone else 
to do their dirty work for them.

     B.
“Since when did you hide behind somebody else to do your dirty work for 
you?” (28)

Meaning of to do (the) dirty work for (someone)


8.  A.
The party made so much noise it nearly raised the rafters, or lifted the roof 
off the house. 

     B.
After which, having proved that Seab was among his equals when it came to rafter-raising, he sat slowly down and returned to the impassive perusal 
of his papers . . .  (58)

Meaning of to raise the rafters

9.  A.
The students were experimenting with chemicals when the mixture 
exploded.  “I have no idea why it blew up,” the young woman said.

     B.
“Didn’t think of Paul, did you, Bob?” Seab asked softly.  “Didn’t expect him 
to blow up, did you, now?”  (27)

Meaning of to blow up


10.  A.
 I know your opinion of her will improve when you get to know her, and you will think better of her.  Please reconsider your decision.

       B.
Half a dozen Senators were on their feet shouting, “Mr. President!” however, so Harley thought better of it and hastily recognized Brigham Anderson.

Meaning of to think better of (something/someone)


Exercise 10:

Match the two parts of the sentence to make one complete, logical sentence.

1.  I didn’t see anyone I knew at the party;

_____  he’ll blow up at any little 









thing  that bothers him.

2.  You’ll have to tell Maggie you broke

_____  the stage was set for a 
her bracelet yourself;




magnificent race.  

3.  When Grandma is angry,



_____  but the Town Council voted 








it down.

4.  Andre is very touchy;



_____  I just eddied-about eating 








the snacks.

5.  There were 120 singers in the concert;

_____  but he started in on me as 








soon as I saw him.

6.  I was going to have chocolate ice


_____  I’m not going to do your 

cream for dessert,




dirty work for you.

7.  The two horses were at the



_____  everyone knows it’s best to 
starting gate, and




batten down the hatches.

8.  At this stage of the game,



_____  they really raised the rafters 








with that last song.

9.  The mayor tried to railroad through

_____  but I need to lose weight so 
his tax plan,





I thought better of it.

10.  I used all the gas in Jerry’s car.  I

_____  I need to be putting money 
thought he’d forgotten about it,


away for my children’s 








education.

The complete sentences are recorded on the audiocassette.  Listen and read along in the answer key.  Stop the tape and repeat.

Looking at Civics





         Part VI:  The U.S. Senate

Exercise 11. 

Use the diagram of the Senate chamber (the room where the Senate meets) for the 2004 session:  it is a included as a separate document in the Links to Literature folder for Advise and Consent.  Match the name of the various officers to their locations on the diagram.  A description of each officer’s location is given to help you.

________
the Clerk:  The Legislative Clerk sits between the Parliamentarian and the Assistant Secretary in front of the Chair.  The Clerk calls the roll to take attendance and to record each member’s vote, among other duties.

________
the Center Aisle:  This is the passageway between the rows of seats on the right (where the Republican Senators sit) and the left (where the Democrats sit).  The expression “across the aisle” refers to communication across this aisle, meaning communication between members of the two parties.

________
the Majority Leader:  In the 2004 Senate, the Republicans are in the majority (they have more members than the Democrats).  The seat in the front row next to the center aisle on the Republican side is the Majority Leader’s seat.

________
the Galleries:  Above the Senators’ seats around all sides of the chamber are seats where news reporters (the press) and citizens visiting the Senate (the public) sit.

________
the Chair:  This is the seat at the front of the chamber at the top of the dais, or platform, where the Vice President, the President Pro Tempore or the Senator who is substituting for them, sits when presiding over the Senate.

________
the Minority Leader:  In the 2004 Senate, the Democrats are in the minority (they have fewer members than the Republicans).  The seat in the front row next to the center aisle on the Democratic side is the Minority Leader’s seat.

Exercise 12:

The paragraphs below contain information from the reading about how the Senate operates.  Use the words and phrases in the box to complete the sentences.


The Clerk takes the __________________, calling out the names of Senators, to determine if a _________________________ (a sufficient number of members) is present.  Senators stand up and ask the presiding officer, the _______________ President or the President ____________ _________________________, to be ________________________________ to speak.   When a Senator is recognized, he or she ________________ ________________ ___________________, and can speak as long as he or she wants to.  Any other Senator who wants to speak must ask that Senator to _______________________, or give, the floor.  It is against the __________________ _______ ______________ _____________________________to insult another Senator or to be impolite even when the debate is important and passionate.  

Most routine business is processed, or ________________________________ ______, by ______________________________________ _______________________________, meaning that all who are present agree without the need for debate.  Important or complicated business may be ___________________________ for hours or days, or sometimes longer, until each Senator who wishes to speak has a chance to.  Such matters are usually referred to a Senate __________________________________, where a smaller group of Senators can debate, investigate, hold ______________________ and come to an agreement about how a law should be written or if a _______________________________  should be approved.  The Committee then _________________________________, or presents, its agreement to the full Senate, which can debate more, add ___________________________________________________ (changes) to it, and vote. 

Both the U.S. Senate and the ___________________________________ ____________ ___________________________________________________________ have the job of making laws.  When an idea for a law is presented, it is called a ___________________.  A ___________________________________ bill is one that’s being debated or considered.  When a bill is _________________________________ (by being voted on and approved) by either the Senate or the House, it goes to the other chamber where it is debated and voted on again.  A bill passed by both the House and the Senate then goes to the ___________________________________________ to be signed or 

___________________________________ (not approved).  When the President signs a bill, it becomes a _______________________.

These paragraphs are recorded on the audiocassette/CD.  Try to answer as many questions as you can;  then, listen to the tape and fill in the rest of the answers.  Finally, listen to the tape again, and read along.  Stop and repeat when you hear a difficult word or phrase.

Exercise 13:

Internet activity.

>On a computer with access to the internet, go to the following address: 
http://www.senate.gov 

>Look at the red buttons across the middle of the screen; click on Senators. 

On the left of the screen are two buttons:  States and Leadership.

Click on Leadership. 
1.  Who is President of the Senate?  What other office does he/she hold?





2.  Who is President Pro Tempore of the Senate?


3.  What state does he/she represent?

4.  What is his/her party?



5.  Who is Majority Leader of the Senate?

6.  Who is Minority Leader?



7.  Which party is currently in the Majority in the Senate?


>From the red buttons at the top of the screen, click Senators again.

Look at the brown column on the right side of the screen. 

Click on the Go button in the Organizational Chart box. 

8.  Which Article (section) of the U.S. Constitution describes the Legislative Branch of Government?  

9.  What are the two parts of the Legislative Branch?



>You can see the names of the people who hold the different offices by moving - BUT NOT CLICKING – the mouse over the titles.  Try this: 

>  Move the mouse ofer the Vice President button in the third section of the chart.

10.  What name appears?  


>  Move the mouse down over the Majority Whip button.

11.  Who is the Majority Whip of the Senate?  
 

>  In Advise and Consent, the Chairman of the Foreigh Relations Committee is Tom August.  Find the Foreign Relations button in the Committee Chairs sectrion of the chart and move the mouse there.  (Don’t click yet.)

12.  Who is the current Chairman of this committee?  
>  Click on the button for the Foreign Relations Committee.  You will see pictures of the committee chairman and of another person.

13.  Who is the other person, and what is his/her title?



>  From the menu on the left, click Hearings.  Scroll down and scan the list.

14.  How many hearings on “Nominations” have been held since the beginning of the session (at the beginning of the year)?  

>  Click on Nominations for April 28, 2004 at 3:00 p.m.

Note:  if this date doesn’t appear, choose another date and list the nominees below.

15.  Who is being nominated, and for what offices? 


Date:

Nominees:

>  Click the Back button at the very top of the screen on the left.  Look at several other Nominations hearings.

16.  What are most of the nominations for?  


>  Close this window by clicking the red x box at the top right of the screen.

>  From the menu on the left, choose Glossary
17.  Write the definitions of the five of the following words and terms:

advise and consent

quorum

unanimous consent
Chairman


recognize

unanimous consent agreement
committee


referral


whips
controlled time

roll call vote

yield

floor leaders


scheduling

yield the floor
hearing



seniority

yield time


nomination





president pro tempore

1.


2.

3.




4. 


5.


>  From the red buttons across the top of the screen, choose Senators again.  Click.

Click on the down-arrow next to Choose a State.  Scroll to North Carolina.

18.  Who are North Carolina’s 2 Senators?




What are their parties?  (Look at the letter in parentheses after their names.)


>  Click on the link for Senator Dole (her name is underlined;  that means it’s a link).  

From the menu on the left, choose Issues and Legislation.  

From the drop-down menu that appears, click Committee Assignments.

Note:  If Senator Dole is no longer in office, find the Committee Assignments of a current Senator instead.

19.  Which committees is Senator Dole assigned to?





>  From the menu on the left, click on Constituent Services. 

 Click on Visiting DC Resources. 

(If Senator Dole is no longer in office, write about services offered by this Senator.) 

20.  From the list of 12 institutions, choose 3 you’d like to visit.


>  Above the words Constitutent Services, click Home (look below the photo). 

In the address line, change  from dole to edwards:  

The address line should now read http://edwards.senate.gov    Press the Enter key.

Note:  If Senator Edwards is no longer in office, find the Committee Assignments of the other current Senator from North Carolina instead.

>  From the list at the top right of the screen, click on Committees.  On the left, in blue, is a list of Senator Edwards’ committee assignments.

21.  Which Senate committees does Senator Edwards serve on?





>  Click on Consitutent Services.  

(If Senator Edwards is no longer in office, write about services offered by this Senator.) 

22.  What are “Tar Heel Thursdays”?  (“Tar Heel” is a nickname for people from North Carolina.)  





What telephone number would you call to find out this week’s location?


>  In the address box, type http://www.whitehouse.gov.  

In small print at the top of the screen, find Your Government.   Click.  

Click on President Bush’s Cabinet.

Note:  If President Bush is no longer in office, look for the current President’s cabinet. 
>  Scroll down to find the Secretary of State.

23.  Who is the current Secretary of State?  
>  Click on www.state.gov below the Secretary’s name.

At the top left of the screen, find About the State Department.  Click.  

Under Organization (in the list on the left) click State Department Mission.  

24.  What is the mission of the State Department?


Looking at Communication



Part VII:  E-mail or Phone call/Survey

Exercise 14:

Option 1:

Senators and other elected officials are servants of the people in their state. (The writer of this unit contacted Senator Edwards’ office to ask for a diagram of the Senate when one couldn’t be found on the internet.)  

Think of a question you can ask a Senator.  You can ask his/her opinion on current events, and topics such as immigration, jobs, education, health care or other broad issues.  You can ask, for example, why gasoline prices are so high, or what specifically the Senator is doing to help people find jobs in North Carolina.  

Write your question here.



You can go to the internet site www.senate.gov and navigate to the website of either Senator from North Carolina (see instructions in Exercise 13).  On the site, you will find a section called “Contacting Senator _____” or something similar.  Click this link and type your question into the box.  If you don’t have an e-mail address, you can type your home address and ask to get an answer there.

Or, you can use the telephone number given on the Senator’s website.  Call the Senator’s office and ask your question.  Write down the information you learn.  Remember, the Senator is in office to help YOU and everyone else;  you are entitled to contact him or her and get answers to your questions.  The person you speak to is paid to be patient and thorough.

What did you find out?





Option 2:

What qualities are most important for a person in high office in the U.S.?  Intelligence?  Honesty?  

Choose an office like President, Senator or Secretary of State.  Write down in complete sentences what you think is important for a person to do a good job in this office.  Then, ask questions of 5 English-speakers to find out their ideas.  Think about their answers, and then write why you agree, or don’t agree, with their opinions.  

I think 
Person #1:


Person #2:


Person #3:


Person #4:


Person #5:


Qualities of a ________________________________________








Congratulations!

You have completed the Links to Literature unit on Advise and Consent.




to rush through quickly so that there is no time to think or discuss


do unpleasant tasks or difficult work for someone


to have everything ready for a performance or event


to reconsider and change one’s decision or opinion


at this time; at this point in an event


to make so much noise or cause so much excitement it appears to lift the roof off the building


to begin immediately;  to begin complaining or arguing immediately


to prepare for a storm or a confrontation


to explode with anger


moving in a certain area, without direction or purpose








recognized		disposed of			House of Representatives


bill			committee			unanimous consent


hearings		President			quorum 


Vice			debated				has the floor


Pro Tempore		amendments			roll


law			yield				vetoed


reports			passed				pending


nomination		rules of the Senate











