Lesson Seven: The Legislative Branch

A. Oral reports

Each student should give an oral report on his or her president.  Each presentation should last approximately 5-10 minutes.  (This oral assignment might be used as an additional class period.)

B. Read Knowing Your Government
Lesson 4:  “The Legislature”

C. Complete “Check Your Understanding”

D. Discussion Questions:  “Putting Your Skills to Work”

E. Read The Way to U.S. Citizenship
Lesson 13:  “The Legislative Branch”

Lesson 14:  “ The Senate”

Lesson 15:  “The House of Representatives”

Lesson 16:  “From Bills to Laws”

F. Complete the lesson review questions.

G. Handouts

How a Bill Becomes a Law

Powers of the Senate and House of Representatives

Comparing the Senate and House of Representatives

The Amending Process

H. Discussion Questions

What type of laws do you obey in your daily life?  Is it ever right to disobey a law?  If so, when?

Why does a country need laws?  What is the solution to unjust laws?

I. Research

Who are your state senators and representatives? On what committees do they serve?

J. Writing Assignment

Write a letter to your senator or representative with a proposal for a new bill.

K. Diction

Read sentences from the lesson for students to write.

L. Vocabulary List

Create a vocabulary list of new words from the reading.

M. INS Questions

Review the interview questions relating to the legislative branch.
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