Competency Two:  Lesson Five

Principles of the Constitution

A. Federalism –   a sharing of powers among the national, state and local governments




B. Separation of Powers – a division of powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government

	Branch
	Duty

	Executive – President
	Enforce the laws

	Legislative – Congress
	Make the laws

	Judicial – Courts
	Interpret the laws


C. Checks and Balances – each branch, although independent, can be restrained in its powers by another branch

Refer to the handout tiled “Checks and Balances” for specific examples.
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