Competency Two:  Lesson Five

Checks and Balances System of the U.S. Government

	
	Checks President
	Checks Congress
	Checks Supreme Court

	Congress
	*Congress must approve Treaties.

*Congress must approve appointments.

*Congress can impeach and remove the President from office

*Congress can override a veto by 2/3 vote.

* Only Congress can declare war.
	
	*Congress must approve judges.

*Congress can remove judges.

*Congress can propose an amendment.

*Congress can create lower courts.

	President
	
	*President can veto bills.

*President can call special sessions of Congress

*President can recommend legislation

*President can appeal to the public.


	*Appoints judges.

	Supreme Court
	*Court can declare acts unconstitutional.

*Court interprets treaties

*Court appointments are for life and are free of executive influence.


	*Court can declare laws unconstitutional.
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