Competency Two:  Lesson Seven

How a Bill Becomes a Law

1. Drafted – A bill must be introduced by a senator or congressman, but it can be written by anyone.
2. Introduced – Bills (except money bills) can be introduced by either the Senate or the House.  (Money bills must originate in the House of Representatives.)
3. Read by title, numbered, registered, and printed. 

4. Assigned to a committee – Each house has several sanding committees to study bills.
5. Assigned to a subcommittee and public hearings – The standing committee refers the bill to a specialized subcommittee.  The subcommittee can defeat the bill, amend it or approve the original version.
6. Acted on by the full house – A bill must be passed by the majority of that house to be sent to the other house.
7. Acted upon by the opposite house – A bill must be passed by a majority of the other house.  The opposite house also assigns the bill to a committee to be studied.
8. Examined by a conference committee – If the House and Senate cannot agree on the bill, a conference committee with members of both houses can be formed to work out a compromise.  The revised version must again be passed by the majority in both houses
9. Presented to the President- After a bill has passes both houses, it is presented to the President.  He has 10 days to act.
	Option One
	Sign the bill and it becomes law.

	Option Two
	Veto the bill and risk an override by Congress.

	Option Three
	If he does not act and Congress is still in session, the bill becomes a law.

	Option Four
	If he does not act and Congress is not in session, the bill is dead.


PAGE  

