Competency Two: Lesson Five

Powers of the Three Branches of Government
I. Executive Branch – President of the United States 

A. Enforces laws

B. Makes appointments (cabinet members, ambassadors, federal judges)

C. Commands the armed forces as Commander-in-Chief

D. Has the power to approve or veto bills

E. Makes treaties with foreign nations

F. Reports to Congress on the State of the Union

G. Prepares the federal budget

H. May pardon those guilty of federal crimes.

II. Legislative Branch – Congress

A. Makes laws

B. Imposes taxes

C. Appropriates money

D. Approves or rejects treaties and appointments

E. Declares war

III. Judicial Branch – Courts

A
Interprets the law

B
Settles conflicts between states 

C
Determines whether laws are constitutional

D
Hears cases involving federal laws and ambassadors
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