
How to Make A Kite
Scenario

This activity is appropriate for a multi-cultural class that needs to break down cultural and language barriers so that the students will learn how to integrate and work more cooperatively with each other.
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Intended level(s)
Multi-levels

Approximate length of lesson

Several class sessions dependent upon the instructor’s discretion

Expected student outcomes

The students will be able to perform multiple operations using whole numbers, fractions, and percentages to increase and decrease necessary measurements.  There will be a cohesive and cooperative environment in the class in which all students are willing to help each other and enjoy learning English.  There will be a positive attitude that transcends language and cultural barriers.

Materials/Resources needed

Rulers, paper, string, glue and sticks for the kites

Procedure

Before these lessons, students should know names of the four seasons of the year, be able to identify and classify numeric symbols, count and associate numbers with quantities.

1. Brainstorm activities associated with the seasons of the year (e.g. the making of Christmas decorations, making and writing Valentine cards, decorating for Halloween and making Halloween Costumes, kite flying and the making of kites).

2.  Divide the class into small groups so the students may talk about their experiences of

     flying and/or making kites.

3. Have the students in each group discuss and write  a list of necessary vocabulary on 

the board.  The instructor pronounces the words to be repeated by the students including any additional vocabulary that is useful in discussing kite flying.

4. Write on the board the list of necessary supplies needed for kite making (e.g., thin,

strong paper, thin sticks, a ball of string, a piece of old cloth, glue, scissors, needle and thread).

5. The students in each group will decide what he or she will bring to the next class to 

begin making the kites.

6. For the next class, have the first step of the directions written on the board.

Choose two sticks to make the framework.  The exact measurements are not 

important but one stick must be 1 ½ times long as the other.

7. The instructor at this time introduces the necessary lesson objectives:  perform

multiple operations using whole numbers, fractions, and rate to compute increase

and decrease in the size of the various kites.

8. The students will receive printed instructions and within their groups proceed to 

construct the kites following directions.

9. Allow sufficient time for the students in their groups to discuss, measure, cut and  

begin putting their kites together.  As they are working, suggest they talk about

kite racing in their own countries.

10. When the students have finished making the kites, each group should name their kite.

11. Set up a time when everyone can participate in a kite race.  Discuss and list the rules      

      for the race from the general to the specific.  Discuss whom to invite to serve as 

      judges.  Suggest to the students to invite family and friends.  It would help create a

      festive occasion if it were possible to have some “snacks.”  Maybe there could be 

      sample snacks from the different cultures represented in the class.

12. At the next class, ask if anyone could find a volunteer to be the official photographer

      of the “Kite Race.”  The local newspaper may be interested.  It would be good 

      publicity for your ESL program.

13. Have your students complete preparations for the “Kite Race,” review the rules, and 

      verify the judges’ attendance.

14. Have Fun . . . Enjoy, Enjoy!

Assessment

Quizzes will be given on mathematical functions.  Written dictation that includes some of the newly-learned vocabulary will be given.  Student-developed, written dialogue used in the “Kite Race” will be evaluated.

Comments

Instructor and students cooperatively develop evaluate forms to be answered by students and places in their portfolios.
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