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Oral Pronunciation of the English Alphabet

Practice and Assessment

When teaching pre-literacy skills to ESL students, all instructors recognize the need to teach the correct English pronunciation of the alphabet.  At times we can overlook the need for this skill to be reviewed and practiced by students at all levels.  The following scenarios prompted me to do this and other lessons for this objective.

Scenario

José, a high intermediate level Cuban student, needs to call directory assistance.  He says the name of the person he wishes to call and the operator (or automated voice reply) asks him to spell the name.  He still confuses the pronunciation of vowels; therefore, he cannot complete this transaction.  He is annoyed and frustrated.

Chintana, an advanced level Thai student, is introduced to someone who is visiting the class.  The person replies, “I’m sorry, that name’s new to me.  How do you spell it?”  Chintana spells it but cannot pronounce the letters clearly.  Now she and the visitor are embarrassed.

These two of many situations demonstrate the students’ need for direct practice with speaking and listening activities followed by assessment, feedback, and help to self-evaluate their ability to pronounce the English alphabet clearly.

Intended level(s)
Multilevel class or a separate section for a single level class.

Approximate length of lesson

This may seem long, but I plan large block lessons for 2 ½ hours.  Usually I use the interest level to determine how long each part should continue.  Don’t let anything drag on!

Expected student outcomes

1. The student will assess his/her own ability to pronounce the letters of the English alphabet clearly and correctly.

2. The student will be comfortable indicating that he/she does not understand another student by asking politely, “Could you please repeat that?”

3. The student will have more awareness of which letters he/she is not pronouncing correctly.

4. The student will make a list of these letters to guide any necessary review and practice.

5. The instructor will assess the ability of each student to perform the above and plan appropriate practices activities.

Materials/Resources needed

Classroom board or easel, 26 smallest post-it notes for each  student, paper or student notebooks, 5 blank 3 x 5 cards worksheets (included)

Parnwell, E.C.  The New Oxford Picture Dictionaries, monolingual and/or bi-lingual editions.

Oxford ESL English Dictionary (or any other appropriate English Dictionary)

Procedure

Introduction  activity

1. Tell students that the point of the lesson is to see how well they can pronounce the alphabet.  Focus on their own self-evaluation.  Tell them to listen carefully to themselves and each other.  Encourage them to correct or question each other politely by your model.

2. Sing the alphabet song and repeat the letters. (or listen to a recording made by the students’ children)

3. Each student prints his/her name on a paper in large letters.  Instruct them to line up around the room in alphabetical order.  Have them say the first letter of their name.  After they have sorted themselves out, ask a student to check the order.

4. Have them sit down in pairs with one more fluent student in each pair.  Everyone writes one letter on a post-it note (all 26 letters).  Model practicing with a partner each choosing a letter asking the partner to pronounce it.  Correct as necessary.  Pairs continue while instructor walks around and listens, noting any difficulties.

5. Ask group if some letters are harder to say than others.  Have each make two piles, one easy and one that needs more practice.  The student copies the second pile in his/her notebook to practice later.

Group Follow-on Activity:  Play “Cheerleader”

1. Instructor models:  “Give me a “c”!  All students repeat and one student writes it on the board.  Continue until a word is formed.  “What have you got?”  Students say the word.

2. Have students take turns leading the cheer.  (It helps if they write the word down first and show it to you).

Break time-movement activity

Instructor:  “Before you go for your break, move around the room placing your post-it notes on any object that begins with that letter.  You may draw an object on the board to illustrate a letter.  See how many letters you can use.  Work together if you wish.  Leave the notes there.”

Instructor:  Bring each level workgroup in from break and begin seperately.  The instructor works mostly with the beginners but tries to walk around and listen to the other groups.  If you have an aide this helps a lot!

1. Beginnner (worksheet #1, dictionaries, pencils)  Do parts one and two with the instructor.  Explain part three and leave them to do this as a group.

2. Intermediate (worksheet #2, blank card, pencil, Oxford Picture Dictionaries).

3. Advanced (worksheet #3 and dictionaries, paper and pencil)

As the groups or individuals finish, have them come back together and tell about some of the notes they placed around the room saying the letter and word.

Wrap-up and further assessment by instructor observation

Play 20 Questions with letters of the alphabet.  One student thinks of something in the room and wispers to the instructor what it is.  Others ask, “Does it begin with _____?”  A student writes each letter they say on the board.  Count how many guesses it takes to get the letter they say on the board.  Count how many guesses it takes to get the letter and then the object.  (We put a “?” for each guess on the board after the letters).

Assessment

This should be directly related to the previously-stated expected outcomes.  Both the instructor and the individual student will go over the list and agree that it does identify which letters are not being pronounced correctly.  While the students are engaged in teamwork, the instructor should be making notes to record any specific inability to demonstrate the expected outcomes.  The level of accuracy considered acceptable will vary with each student, but this is a skill everyone should master at 100% as “achieved.”

Comments

In terms of the total curriculum, I see this as one more way to improve skill in developing learning strategies.  This lesson focuses on the ability of the adult ESL learner to self-evaluate progress.  This should include life-long learning skills to meet new challenges, set new goals, and transfer or adapt competencies performed in the classroom to a variety of real life settings.  The role of the instructor is to use a variety of assessment tools to measure progress that will be shared with both the student and the system as required.  The student should feel this assessment is a positive, useful addition to their own evaluation.
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1. Repeat these letters,
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2. Choose a letter and say it. Ask another student to point to the
letter you say. Listen carefully o each other.

3. The names of some letters sound like English words. Look at
+hese pictures. Can you find a letter that would sound like the
word for that picture? Look at the words at the botrom.
Work together. Use the dictionary to find the words,

Write the words under the pict
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Name. Date.

Wark with o group. Eakafafy

“ou need: An Oxford Picture Dictionary for each
5 white cards (one set for the group)
a pencil

Directions

1. Write these words on the blank cards, one on each card.

food

animals

places

a person's name

plants

2. Turn the cards over.
3. Choose a card.

4. Can you think of something in this category that begins with
Gy b €fc.? For example: M for Maria™

5. How many letters can you use for each category?
6. Use the dictionary to help you.

7. Someone in the group can write the words you find on the back
of the card. Spell the word out loud for that person.
8. Choose another card.

5




[image: image3.jpg]ot e oy Cl
[ ki iy H T APRST—

Neme__ Dare.

A B CDEFGRIPKINNOPZRS THIWAYF

Work with a grou  EnEEafa

“You need: a dictionary
a penci
paper

Directions
Toke turns -
1. One person chooses any letter of the alphabet and says It o the group.

(Listen carefully 7o yourself and each otherl)

2. Each person looks in the dictionary and finds a new word beginring with
het letter. (Find a word you didn't know untll now.)

3. Describe the mearing of that word o the group.
4. Everyone writes a sentence using that word.

5. Read them out loud.

6. Correct the sentences together. ¥

Someone sise chooses o dfferent letter.
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