CIVICS/U.S. GOVERNMENT
In keeping with the aspirations of the state of North Carolina to expose ESL students to civics education, an 8-week course was developed solely to meet these objectives.

Instructor: Shoua Khang

Location:   Mitchell Community College

                   Continuing Education B-6

Time:         Monday through Thursday

Objectives:
1. Identify major reasons for Europeans to settle in North American.

2. Identify early forms of government in the English colonies.
3. Identify the major principles of the Declaration of Independence.
4. Identify the Bill of Rights and its importance.
5. Examine the organization of the U.S. Constitution and describe the structure of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches.
6. Explain the relationship between the local, state and federal governments.
7. Describe the roles of different political parties.
8. Understand North Carolina history.
ESL Transitional Class:

Community College Approach

8-week lesson plans are based on four days classes

Week 1: Discovery and Colonization

Content:

· Christopher Columbus found the Indies.

· Amerigo Vespucci was the first to declare the new world a continent.

· The first permanent settlement in North America was St. Augustine, FL.

· The 13 colonies formed the beginning of the United States of America.

· John Smith said:  “He who will not work shall not eat.”

· The first group to come to America seeking religious freedom was the Pilgrims in 1620.

· The Mayflower Compact had two important principles.

· The Puritans also came to America for religious freedom.

· The Act of Tolerance provided freedom of religion for all Christians in Maryland.

· The idea that church and state should be separate is one of the basic principles of the American government today and is found in the Constitution.

· Representative democracy refers to the type of government where people do not vote directly on the laws but choose representatives to vote for them.

· Direct democracy is the type of government where people vote directly on the laws.

Objectives:  

After the lesson, the learner will be able to

· Name one of the early settlements in North America.

· Name one problem faced by the early settlers.

· Name two reasons why Europeans settled in the New World.

· Name the 13 original colonies.

· Name the document that established the principle of majority rule later used in writing the Constitution.

· Name one example of a democratic institution in the colonies.

Materials:  

· U.S. History, Immigration and Naturalization Services, 1987

[Go to (http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm) for a current online version.  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits, then on Naturalization, then on Eligibility and Testing.  Scroll down and click on Download United States History Study Guide for Civics Exam.]

· Map of the World

· Map of the East Coast

· Computer lab with internet access, 
or single computer with internet access and overhead screen, 
or overhead projector and material selected from the sites given in Appendix A, website addresses #1 - #3, and reproduced on transparencies for the pertinent lessons.

Vocabulary development:

Prior to class lesson, introduce the vocabulary list.

· Pilgrims

· Proprietary colonies

· Representative assemblies

· Veto

· Representative democracy

· Direct democracy

Lesson 1: Discovery of America: Christopher Columbus

· Show map of the world (10 minutes)

· Ask the students to identify Europe, England, Italy, the United States, the Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, China

· Distribute “Discovery and Colonization”

· Ask students to read Discovery of America and The New World pages 3 and 4 (10 minutes).  [These same headings (Discovery of America and The New World) are in the online version, although the page numbers do not match the printed textbook.]

· Research the question of why the Americas are named after Amerigo Vespucci instead of Christopher Columbus (20 minutes).  Use the websites given in Appendix A, #1.

Lesson 2: The New World: Native Americans

· [image: image1.png]


Research North Carolina Native Americans using the website given in Appendix A, #2.

· Ask students about their preconceived ideas of Native Indians (5 minutes)

· Ask students to describe Native Americans’ backgrounds  (25 minutes)

· How does Native American culture differ from their own?

· Assignment:  read Settling in America (pages 4 through 10) for tomorrow.  (The heading Settling in America is in the online materials, although the page numbers do not match the printed textbook.)

Lesson 3: Settling in America: 13 colonies

· Ask the students to name the 13 colonies (5 minutes)

· Class activity: Pair students into groups.  Each group reads about a state (page 6 through 10) and presents it the classroom (15 minutes)

· Show map of East Coast (20 minutes)

· Locate the 13 colonies and the different groups of settlers.

Lesson 4: Pilgrims vs. Puritans

· Research Pilgrims and Puritans using the website cited under Appendix A, #3.

· Ask students to read the website (10 minutes)

· Discuss the Pilgrims’ story (10 minutes)

· Compare and contrast Pilgrims and Puritans (20 minutes)

· Assignment:  Ask 13 groups to research each state and present it to class.  Make sure to include the bird, flower, motto, flag and history of the state.  Provide pictures if available.

COMMENTS:  Visual aids will allow ESL students to visualize facts and understand concepts.  Group activity and presentation help ESL students developing self-esteem and confidence in talking in front of an audience.

Week 2: Discovery and Colonization

Content:  same as week 1

Objectives:  same as week 1

Vocabulary development: same as week 1

Materials:  

· U.S. History, Immigration and Naturalization Services, 1987

[Go to (http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm) for an online version.  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits, then on Naturalization, then on Eligibility and Testing.  Scroll down and click on Download United States History Study Guide for Civics Exam.]

· Index cards, tape, permanent markers 

· Appendix B, Reviews #1 and #2

Lesson 1: State Presentation

· Class presentation (30 minutes)

· Introduce representative democracy and direct democracy (10 minutes)

Lesson 2: Review

· Do Appendix B, #1

Lesson 3: Review

· Do Appendix B, #2

Lesson 4: Test # 1 from Appendix B


Assignment:  Read Revolutionary War

COMMENTS:  Group debate allows ESL students to talk and use critical thinking.

Week 3: Revolutionary War

Content:

· The French and Indian War resulted in many changes in the colonies.

· The Navigation Acts allowed colonists to ship their goods only on English ships.

· Stamp Acts forced the colonists to buy stamps from the government to put on their printed materials.

· Taxation without representation made the colonists pay taxes but they were not allowed to send representatives to the English legislature to vote. 

· First Continental Congress agreed to stop trading with England.

· Under the Second Continental Congress, the colonists declared their own independence from England.

· The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776.

Objectives:  

After the lesson, the learner will be able to 

· Name one result of the French and Indian War.

· Name two new policies the British government set for the colonies after the French and Indian War.

· Name two ways the colonists protested British policies before the Revolutionary War.

· Name the person who wrote the Declaration of Independence.

· Name the purpose of the Declaration of Independence.

Materials:  

· U.S. History, Immigration and Naturalization Services, 1987

[Go to (http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm) for an online version.  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits, then on Naturalization, then on Eligibility and Testing.  Scroll down and click on Download United States History Study Guide for Civics Exam.]

Vocabulary development:

· allies

· proclamation

· quartering

· boycott

· search warrants

Lesson 1: French and Indian War, Read The French and Indian War, pages 15 through 17.  (The same content is in the online version, but the page numbers are not the same.)

· The causes and results on the French and Indian War (20 minutes)

· Types of regulations England put on the colonists after the French and Indian War (20 minutes)

· Assignment:  read Colonists’ Actions against England through The Treaty of Paris, Revolutionary War, pages 17 through 24 in the textbook or look for the same topic headings in the online version.

Lesson 2: Revolutionary War, Read The First Continental Congress through The Declaration on Independence, pages 17 through 24.  (Equivalent content is in the online version, but the page numbers differ.)

· The purpose of the First Continental Congress (10 minutes)

· The causes of the Revolutionary War (10 minutes)

· The purpose of the Second Continental Congress (10 minutes)

· Explain the principles underlining on the Declaration of Independence (10 minutes)

· Assignment:  read Fighting the War, pages 24 through 26 (Look for the side heading Fighting the War in online version:  the page numbers do not match.)

Lesson 3: Revolutionary War
· The disadvantages the colonists faced when fighting with England (10 minutes)

· The different battles and their outcomes (10 minutes)

· The military leaders (10 minutes)

· Review for test (10 minutes) Appendix B, Review #3  
Lesson 4: Test #2 from Appendix B

Suggested homework: Pick an important person who served during the Revolutionary War and write a paper on that person.  Make sure to include childhood, education, and role during the Revolutionary War.

COMMENTS:  

· Doing a research paper allows ESL students to develop technical skills and reading skills that will benefit them in the future.

· True and false statements allow ESL students to think harder and search for the correct information.

Week 4: Constitution

Content:  

· The Second Continental Congress appointed George Washington as leader of the colonial army

· Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence
· The most important belief under the Declaration of Independence is that all men are created equal

· The final decisive victory for the American forces came on October 19, 1781 at Yorktown, VA.

· After the war, people were afraid of a centralized government

· The Article of Confederation was intended to provide the basis for the government

· There were strengths and weaknesses in the Articles

· The Great Compromise created the Constitution

Objectives:  

After the lesson, the learner will be able to: 

· Name the purpose of the Declaration of Independence

· Name one weakness or problem in the Articles of Confederation

· Name one strength or good point in the Articles of Confederation

· Name the year the Constitution was written

· Name one issue on which the delegates to the Constitutional Convention had to compromise

· List two differences between the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution

· Name three rights guaranteed by the Bill of Rights

Materials:

· U.S. History, Immigration and Naturalization Services, 1987

[Go to (http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm) for an online version.  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits, then on Naturalization, then on Eligibility and Testing.  Scroll down and click on Download United States History Study Guide for Civics Exam.]

· Computer lab with internet access, 
or single computer with internet access and overhead screen, 
or overhead projector and transparencies of Appendix A website #4: http://www.house.gov/house/Educate.shtml or http://www.house.gov/house/Constitution/Amend.html

 Amendments to the Constitution (United States Constitution).

Vocabulary development:

· autonomy

· sovereign

· dependent

· bicameral

· tariff

· ratify

· federalism

· enumerated power

Lesson 1: The Articles of Confederation  Read pages 26 through 32 in the textbook or the equivalent topic in the online version.

· Weaknesses (10 minutes)

· Strengths (10 minutes) 

· Other problems (20 minutes)

Lesson 2: Compromises Create the Constitution  Read pages 32 through 35 in the textbook or the equivalent topic in the online version.

· Slavery (10 minutes)

· Tariffs (5 minutes)

· Election process (15 minutes)

· Civil Rights (10 minutes)

Lesson 3: Constitutional Convention  Read pages 37 through 40 in the textbook or the equivalent topic in the online version.

· Delegated, residual and concurrent powers (10 minutes)

· Amending the Constitution (10 minutes)

· Bill of Rights (the first ten amendments to the constitution) http://www.house.gov/Constitution/Amend.html 
(10 minutes)

· Review Appendix B, Review #4, (10 minutes)

Lesson 4: Test #3 from Appendix B


Assignment:  read Federal Government

Week 5: Federal Government: Executive Branch

Content:

· The executive branch is the most complex of all three branches.

· It is made of the President, the Vice President, the executive departments and the independent agencies.

· The Presidency is the highest office in the country.

· The Vice President is the second highest office in the country.

· The Republican and Democratic parties are the largest in the United States.

Objectives:  

After the lessons, the learner will be able to 

· Identify the President’s responsibilities

· Name the qualifications of the President

· Name the qualifications of the Vice President

· Understand the election process

· Name the chairs of the Department of Justice, Department of State, Department of Defense, and the Department of Education

Vocabulary development:
· Candidate

· Primary election

· Campaign

· Republican

· Democratic

· General election

· Electoral College

· Inauguration

· Negotiate

· Abolish

· Census

Materials:
· U.S. Government Structure, Immigration and Naturalization Services, 1987.  [Go to (http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm) for an online version.  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits, then on Naturalization, then on Eligibility and Testing.  Scroll down and click on Download United States Government Structure Study Guide for Civics Exam.  This document is immediately below the History Study Guide used in the previous lessons.]

· Handout from Appendix A (3 pages) entitled The Three Branches of Government

· Computer lab with internet access, 
or single computer with internet access and overhead screen, 
or overhead projector and transparencies of internet sites identified in the lessons below.

Lesson 1: The President  Read pages 15 through 19 of the text or pages 10-11 of the pdf internet document download listed in Materials above.

· Duties and qualifications (20 minutes)

· Election process (20 minutes)  Appendix A, website #5:  Use http://bensguide.gpo.gov, click on 3-5 in the kite, click on election process (on the blackboard), and click on President and Vice-President.

Lesson 2: The Vice President  Read pages 19 through 20 of the text or pages 11-12 of the pdf internet document download.

· Qualifications (10 minutes)

· Duties (10 minutes)

· Electoral College (20 minutes)  (Appendix A, website #6:  Use http://www.fec.gov/pages/ecworks.htm or go to http://www.fec.gov and search for How the Electoral College Works.  See http://people.howstuffworks.com/electoral-college.htm for another site on this topic.

Lesson 3: The Executive Departments  Read pages 20 through 29 of the text or pages 12-15 of the pdf internet download listed in Materials above.  Also, for photos of the 15 Cabinet secretaries, see http://www.whitehouse.gov/government/cabinet.html (or go to http://www.whitehouse.gov and click on Your Government across the top of the page, then click on President Bush’s Cabinet).

· Duties and responsibilities

· Include the chair of each department 

· Ask students to memorize the chairs of Homeland Security, State, Defense, and Justice 

· Review (Appendix B, Review #5)

Lesson 4: Test #4 from Appendix B
· Assignment:  finish reading the Federal Government

Week 6: Federal Government: Legislative and Judicial Branches

Content:

· The legislative branch makes the laws, which govern the nation.

· Congress is divided into two houses, each with specific responsibilities.

· The Constitution limits Congress in many ways

· The executive and judicial branches have powers to check and balance Congress, as Congress has powers to check these two branches.

· The Supreme Court is the highest court in the country

· One of the most important rights in the United States is the right to a fair trial.
Objectives:  

After the lesson, the learner will be able to

· Define bicameral

· Name the responsibilities of the Senate and the House 

· Name one thing Congress is forbidden to do

· Name the qualifications of a Senator

· Name the qualifications of a Representative

· Name one way the three branches can check and balance each other

Materials:  

· U.S. Government Structure, Immigration and Naturalization Services, 1987.  [Go to (http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm) for an online version.  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits, then on Naturalization, then on Eligibility and Testing.  Scroll down and click on Download United States Government Structure Study Guide for Civics Exam.]

· Handout from Appendix A (3 pages) The Three Branches of Government

Vocabulary development:

· Senate

· House of Representatives

· Levying

· Impeaching

· Appeal

· Justices

· Appointment

Lesson 1: Legislative Branch  Read pages 29 through 35 of the textbook or pages 16-19 of the pdf internet document download.

· Congress (20 minutes)

· House of Representative and Senate
· Qualifications (5 minutes)
· Duties and responsibilities (15 minutes)
Lesson 2: Judicial Branch  Read pages 35 through 40 of the textbook or pages 19-21 of the pdf internet document download.

· Structure (10 minutes)

· Duties (10 minutes)

· Supreme Court (10 minutes)

· Checks on Judicial power (10 minutes)

Lesson 3: Review 

· Class activity:  Divide classroom into three groups:

· Group 1:  one person- President

· Group 2: four or more students -Senate

· Group 3: four or more students -House

· Let a Senator introduce a bill and allow the students to debate on the process of how a bill becomes law (20 minutes).  Encourage students to use critical thinking.

· Review (Appendix B , Review #6)

Lesson 4: Test #5 from Appendix B


Assignment:  read State Government  

COMMENTS:  Role-play allows ESL students to comprehend the concept in different perspective

Week 7: State Government: North Carolina

Content:
· All 50 states have similar characteristics.

· State and national governments work together to provide services.

· The Constitution delegates any authority not expressly given the federal government in the Constitution to the states.

· State constitutions sometimes establish procedures or guarantee rights not mentioned in the U.S. Constitution.

· State governments often provide one or more types of direct democracy.

· State governments have three branches.

· Nebraska is the only state that doesn’t have bicameral legislatures.

· NC Governor is Mike Easley.

· There are 120 members of NC House of Representatives.

· There are 50 members of the State Senate.

Materials:

· U.S. Government Structure, page 45 through 53  [Go to (http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm) for an online version.  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits, then on Naturalization, then on Eligibility and Testing.  Scroll down and click on Download United States Government Structure Study Guide for Civics Exam.]

·  Map of state government

· Appendix A, website #7 (www.ncga.state.nc.us/NCGAInfo/leadership.html
· Appendix B, Review #7.
Objectives: 

After the lesson, the learner will be able to

· Name one shared characteristic of all states

· Name one service provided by the state government

· Name one service shared by the state and the federal governments

· Identify the state structure

· Name the Governor of NC

· Name one purpose of NC legislature

Vocabulary Development
· checks and balances

· intrastate

· preamble

· direct democracy

· bicameral 

· execute 

· civil

· criminal

Lesson 1: State Authority  Read pages 45 through 46 of the textbook or pages 277-28 of the pdf internet document download.

· Structure (10 minutes)

· Executive (20 minutes, Appendix A, #7)

· Governor and Lieutenant Governor (10 minutes)
Lesson 2: State Structure  Read pages46 through 53 of the textbook or pages 28-30 of the pdf internet document download.

· Legislative (10 minutes)

· House and senators (20 minutes)

· Purpose and duties (10 minutes)

Lesson 3: Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches  Read pages 30-32 of the pdf internet document download.

· Review (Appendix B, Review #7)

Lesson 4: Test 6 from Appendix B

· Assignment:  Read Local Government  (pages 35-37 of the pdf internet document download)

Week 8: Local Government

Content:
· All local governments have a republican form of government.

· Different types of government include city, county, township and village.

· Local government has the authority to raise taxes, try people and administer local programs within its boundaries. 

· Cities have three types of government.

· Counties usually have an elected board of commissioners or supervisors.

· One of the most important functions of the local government is administration of the public schools.

Objectives:

After the lesson, the learner will be able to:

· Name one common characteristic of all local government

· Name two services primarily provided by local government

· Name one of the common forms of local government

· Name the head of the local government

Materials:

· U.S. Government Structure, Immigration and Naturalization Services, 1987.  [Go to (http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm) for an online version.  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits, then on Naturalization, then on Eligibility and Testing.  Scroll down and click on Download United States Government Structure Study Guide for Civics Exam.]

· Map or flowchart of local government

Vocabulary development:
· Charter

· Ordinances

· Mayor

· City Council

· Commission

Lesson 1: Authority  Read pages 57 through 58 of the textbook or pages 35-36 of the pdf internet document download.

· Types of local government (10 minutes)

· Local governments’ authorities (15 minutes)

· Services funded by state and federal governments (15 minutes)

Lesson 2: Structure  Read pages 58 through 60 of the textbook or pages 36-37 of the pdf internet document download
· Cities (20 minutes)

· Counties (10 minutes)

· Court systems (10 minutes)

Lesson 3: Your Town, North Carolina

· Map or flowchart of local government (e.g. Statesville, NC)

· Head of the city, City council

· Locate school districts

· Review (Appendix B, Review #8)

Lesson 4: Test #7 from Appendix B
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