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Creating a Student Government Association

The English as a Second Language Civics Grant called for the establishment of a Student Government Association to be housed within the confines of the Basic Skills Program.  This Student Government would be the first of its kind in North Carolina and that meant that the rights and responsibilities of the group would need to be determined without precedent.

In November and December 2001, a group of ESL Civics Grant students met for several afternoons to define their expectations for an ESL Student Government Association.  For some students, the idea of students having a voice was completely new.  Other students had served on student councils in their home countries and were familiar with the concept.  Through a process of consultation, the students created a model for student government.

This committed group of students reviewed the Bylaws and Constitution of the Curriculum SGA and discussed how to adapt those documents to meet the needs of a Basic Skills SGA.  Traditional Student Government Associations enjoy a degree of legislative power, but this SGA would not have the same power.  With input from the Curriculum SGA, teachers, and other students, the group determined the roles of the ESL SGA and the responsibilities of its representatives.

Our ESL SGA determines student concerns and works on potential solutions.  They provide input to the Basic Skills Administration, providing leadership in identifying students’ educational needs across a broad spectrum.  The ESL SGA oversees the production of The ESL Times, our student newsletter.  They plan special projects such as Study Circles and also plan field trips and supplemental educational activities.

Our ESL SGA representatives attend weekly meetings and must agree to dedicate a minimum of one hour per week to SGA activities.  They agree to represent student interests and help identify student concerns.  SGA members may serve on committees and are invited to attend our Civics Grant curriculum development meetings.  They learn the basic rules of parliamentary procedure and report on SGA activities to the students in their classes.

What an SGA Does

When the students first began to plan for the Student Government Association, it was important for them to have an idea of what a Student Government Association could do.  This was particularly necessary since we needed to define the role of an SGA that was created within the confines of the Basic Skills Program. 

We held a series of meetings with interested students prior to the formation of the first ESL SGA.  This is a summary of what they developed.

General Powers of the Student Government Association.

1. Determines student concerns and works on potential solutions.

2. Provides input to the Basic Skills Administration for inclusion in briefing reports.

3. Oversees production of Student Newsletter.

4. Plans special projects such as Study Circles.

5. Takes leadership in identifying students’ educational needs across a broad spectrum.

6. With instructors, plans field trips and supplemental educational activities.

Duties of an SGA Representative

1. Attends SGA meetings and dedicates a minimum of one hour per week to SGA activities.

2. Represents student interests (ESL concerns) and provides input to the Basic Skills Administration through the SGA.

3. Serves on committees when appointed.  May serve as chairperson of a committee.

4. Gathers information and suggestions from class members or other students for discussion during SGA meetings.

Duties of the SGA President

1. Attends SGA meetings and dedicate a minimum of two hours per week to SGA activities.

2. Attends meetings of the Curriculum SGA.  May designate another SGA member to represent him/her in necessary.

3. Appoints members of committees and committee chairpersons.

4. Attends curriculum development meetings when invited.

5. Conducts SGA meetings according to Robert’s Rules of Order.

Duties of the SGA Vice-president 

1. Attends SGA meetings and dedicates a minimum of two hours per week to SGA activities.

2. Performs the duties of the SGA president in his/her absence.

Duties of the SGA Secretary

1. Attends SGA meetings and dedicates a minimum of two hours per week to SGA activities.

2. Takes minutes of the SGA meetings.

3. Keeps records of attendance by SGA members at the SGA meetings.

FAYETTEVILLLE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE/CIVICS

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION

Preamble

We, the undersigned English as a Second Language students of the Basic Skills Program at Fayetteville Community College, in order to promote good relationships and understanding among the students, administration, faculty, staff and trustees; to foster leadership, scholarship and responsibility among students; to preserve free discussion, inquiry, and self expression in the academic community; to insure the rights and general welfare of the student body, do ordain and establish this Constitution of the English as a Second Language/Civics Program Student Association of Fayetteville Technical Community College. 

Article 1:   Name

The name of this Association herein established shall be called “The English as a Second Language/Civics Program Student Association of Fayetteville Technical Community College”, also referred to as “ESL/Civics SGA”.

Article 2:   Purpose

The purpose of the Fayetteville Technical Community College English as a Second Language/Civics Program Student Association shall be:

1. To provide means whereby members of the student body may effectively express themselves on college concerns, which directly affect their social, economic, physical, intellectual, and spiritual welfare.

2. To aid and assist the college staff, faculty and administration in fulfilling the aim, purposes, and philosophies of documents establishing and ordering of Fayetteville Technical Community College.

3. To advance mutual respect between the college staff and students and encourage school spirit, school loyalty and a sense of responsibility in all school affairs.

4. To advance the best interest of the student body with other educational institutions and associations. 

Article 3:   Principles and Policies

The English as a Second Language/Civics Program Student Association shall at all time uphold the principles and policies of Fayetteville Technical Community College.  All ESL Daytime students of Fayetteville Technical Community College on Main Campus and at Fort Bragg who regularly attend classes shall be eligible for membership in the organization and shall be governed by this constitution without regard to race, religion, color, creed, national origin, sex, age or handicap.  Each member shall be extended the privilege of participating in all student activities, receiving all student benefits, voting in elections of Officers and attending all or any regular ESL /Civics Student Government Association meetings and expressing their ideas.

Ex officio, non-voting members shall include, but are not limited to, Basic Skills Director the ESL SGA Advisor(s), and other persons deemed necessary by the ESL Student Government Association.

Article 4:   Business and Finance

All business and financial affairs of the Student Government Association shall be conducted through pf the ESL SGA provided for within the Constitution and Bylaws subject to rules and regulations of the administration and the Board of Trustees.

Article 5:  Meetings

The branches of the Student Government Association shall hold meetings as set forth in the Bylaws or as necessary to discharge the duties assigned to it, if not regularly schedule. . Such meetings shall be announced by posting meeting times in ESL Classrooms at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance. The SGA Advisor or an FTCC administrative designee must be present in order for an SGA meeting to be duly constituted for the transaction of official business. Meeting procedures will be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.

. Article 6:   Amendments

The Student Government Association as defined in the Bylaws may propose amendments to the Constitution by a majority vote of the members present.  Amendments will not be effective unless and until ratified by the Director of Basic Skills. 

Bylaws for SGA

1. Name

The name of the organization is the Basic Skills Program English as a Second Language/Civics Student Government Association hereinafter referred to as the ESL/Civics SGA.  The ESL/Civics SGA is housed within the confines of the Basic Skills Program at Fayetteville Technical Community College.

2. Membership

Full voting membership in the Student Government Association is granted to all representatives elected within their English as a Second Language classrooms.  Each daytime Intermediate and Advanced English as a Second Language class, whether meeting on Main Campus or Fort Bragg, may elect two representatives per semester.  These representatives shall have their names recorded and their attendance and participation noted.  They shall have full voting privileges on the ESL/Civics SGA.  

3. Meetings

The standing meeting time for the ESL/Civics SGA is every Wednesday afternoons from 12:30 to 1:30.  For an ESL/Civics SGA meeting to take place, there must be a quorum and the faculty advisor or her representative must be present.

4. Quorum

A simple majority is needed to conduct business.  Should a quorum not be present, SGA members may perform committee work

5. Attendance Policy  

Representatives are required to attend 75% of their scheduled classed time and 75% of SGA mtgs.  Failure to meet the requirements of the attendance policy may result in the removal/replacement of the representative.

6. Duties, Powers, and responsibilities.

Student Government Association Representatives will have the following duties, powers, and responsibilities:

· To determine student concerns and work on potential solutions.

· Provide input to the Basic Skills Administration for inclusion in briefing reports.

· Oversee production of The ESL Times, the student newsletter.

· Plan special projects such as Study Circles.

· Take leadership in identifying students’ educational needs across a broad spectrum.

· With instructors, plan field trips and supplemental educational activities.

7. Officers

The Officers of the ESL/Civics SGA shall consist of a President, Vice-President, and Secretary.  

Duties of the SGA President

· Attend SGA meetings and dedicate a minimum of two hours per week to SGA activities.

· Attend meetings of the Curriculum SGA as invited.  May designate another SGA member to represent him/her in necessary.

· Appoint members of committees and committee chairpersons.

· Attend curriculum development meetings when invited.

· Conduct SGA meetings according to Robert’s Rules of Order.

Duties of the SGA Vice-president 

3. Attend SGA meetings and dedicates a minimum of two hours per week to SGA activities.

· Perform the duties of the SGA president in his/her absence.

Duties of the SGA Secretary

· Attend SGA meetings and dedicate a minimum of two hours per week to SGA activities.

· Take minutes of the SGA meetings.

· Keep records of attendance by SGA members at the SGA meetings.

8. Faculty Advisor

The ESL/Civics SGA will have a faculty advisor who shall be present at all official meetings.  Should the faculty advisor be unable to attend, another FTCC faculty member shall be present. 

9. Conduct of Meetings

The meetings of the English as a Second Language Student Government association will be conducted according to parliamentary procedure as found in Robert’s Rules of Order.

10. Adoption of Bylaws

These bylaws have been adopted by the first English as a Second Language Student Government Association on the 6th day of February, 2002.






Signed:  This 6th Day of February, 2002






Lumir Pecina






ESL/Civics SGA President






Janis Holden-Toruño






ESL/Civics SGA Advisor

The Agenda

The typical agenda for a meeting is set by the President and the Secretary of the Student Government Association.  The agenda is given to the members of the SGA before the meeting begins so that members can ask for items to be placed on the agenda in advance.  Anyone can request that an item be placed on the agenda before a meeting begins.  Once the meeting is in session, the SGA can decide if it wants to allow any additions to the agenda.

The following is an outline of a typical agenda.

1. Approval of the Agenda

2. Approval of the Minutes of the previous meeting

3. President’s Report

4. Advisor’s Report

5. Committee Reports

6. Old Business

7. New Business

8. Announcements

9. Adjournment

Items on the Agenda

Approval of the Agenda

The agenda is reviewed for completeness.  If anyone wishes to add an item to the agenda for discussion at that meeting, this is the last opportunity to add the item.  If the agenda is acceptable to the SGA, one person states, “I move that we adopt this agenda”.  Another person must state, “I second the motion”.  The president then says, “All those in favor, say ‘aye’” and the votes of the people agreeing to the agenda are noted.  If anyone does not vote to adopt the agenda, the president must say, “All those opposed, say ‘nay’” and the votes are counted.  The president then states, “The ‘ayes’ have it.  The agenda is adopted.” 

Approval of the Minutes

Minutes of the previous meeting are reviewed.  If everyone has received a copy of the minutes in advance, this is the time for each person to look at his/her copy to see if the minutes appear to be correct.  If the minutes have not been given to the members in advance, the secretary must read the minutes to the members present.  Then, the president asks the association, “Are there any corrections or additions to the minutes?”  If there is a problem with the minutes, the president must decide if the correction is a simple one that does not need to be voted on, or if the correction is serious because the minutes improperly report something that happened at the previous meeting.  If the correction is a serious one, the change has to be voted on.  In that case, the person who has called the problem to the SGA’s attention must say, “I move that we correct (amend) the minutes to read: __________”.  Then, another person must say, “I second the motion.”  The president asks “Is there is any discussion?” After any discussion, the president asks for a vote on the minutes: “All those in favor of approving the minutes (as written or as corrected), say ‘Aye’”.  All those opposed say ‘Nay’”.  The minutes are then approved.  

President’s Report

The President reports on any activities he/she was involved in as a spokesperson for the SGA.  He/she may call attention to any special events that will be occurring or make requests to the SGA for any special assistance.  Sometimes there will be nothing to report.

Advisor’s Report

The advisor reports on any activities he/she was involved in that have any connection with the work of the group.  This may include announcements about upcoming events or anything of interest to the group.

Committee Reports

The SGA may have committees that work on specific areas.  These committees may have reports to share with the association and this section of the meeting is reserved for committee reports.  If a committee has a recommendation or a motion that it wishes to make, the committee may bring that motion to the floor during this time.

Old Business

The SGA will often have projects or programs that are in progress, but these projects or programs do not belong to a committee.  At this point in the meeting, updated information on the work of the SGA is provided for whatever projects the association has been working on.  Motions can be made if needed.  

New Business

If the SGA wishes to consider any new items, projects, or programs (ones that have not been discussed before), these items are brought up under new business.  Information may be presented to the association and general discussion can take place.  If someone wishes to make a motion, the usual format for making a motion, getting a second, and voting on the motion is followed.

Adjournment

When the business of the SGA is concluded, a motion to adjourn may be made and seconded.  The motion must be voted on.

Special Motions

Motion on the Floor

When someone wants to make a proposal, he/she makes a motion that is then seconded.  Once a motion has been seconded, the president must give people a chance to discuss the motion.  The motion that has been made is known as a “Motion on the Floor”. 

Motion to Amend a Motion

Sometimes a person will make a motion, but a member of the SGA does not like the wording of the motion or feels that the motion could be improved.  In that case, the member may say “I move to amend the motion by changing it to read: ________________”.  Then someone must second the motion to amend.  If this is a “friendly” motion (meaning that the person who made the original motion accepts that change), then no vote needs to be taken.  However, if the person who made the original motion does not agree, a vote must be taken.  

Motion to Postpone Discussion

If the SGA is unable to complete its business, or if it is having difficulty reaching a decision, someone may make a motion to postpone discussion on the subject by saying, “I move that we postpone our discussion on ___________ until the next meeting.”  Someone has to say, “I second the motion”.  Then a vote is taken.  The subject is then placed on the agenda for the next meeting under “Old Business”.

Point of Information

If a member of the SGA wants an additional explanation of the subject, he/she may say, “Point of Information!” and the president must find out what the member needs to know and try to help the member understand the subject.  

Motion to Move a Matter to Committee

If a member of the SGA wants to ask for a special committee to be appointed to gather additional information for the group, he/she says, “I move that we refer this matter to a committee”.  Someone must second the motion and a vote is taken.  If the motion is successful, the president asks for volunteers to serve on the committee or may appoint committee members if there are not enough volunteers.  The committee is then given a time to report to the SGA in the future.

Motion to Call the Question

This type of motion is not one that makes friends.  The person who says, “I move that we call the question” is saying that he/she doesn’t want to discuss the motion any more and that he/she wants a vote to be taken.  This motion must be seconded, but if someone seconds it, no vote is taken on the motion to call the question.  Instead, a vote on the motion on the floor is taken immediately.

The Election Process

[image: image4.wmf] 

Each of the ESL Civics classes appointed a student to serve on the ESL Board of Elections.  For the initial election, the Board of Elections determined the qualifications for student government.  The students themselves decided that only students who attended class a minimum of ten hours per week should be allowed to vote or run for office.

Board of Elections members reviewed an actual voter registration form and decided what information would be useful to have.  Then, our ESL Civics Program Aide created voter registration and candidate application forms.

Each Board of Elections member explained the election process within his/her classroom.  Voter registrations were available from each Board of Elections member who collected the properly filled out forms.  Twenty-four hours prior to the election, registration was cut-off and only students who had registered on time were permitted to vote.  

At the same time that voter registrations were being collected, Board of Elections members encouraged students in their classes to become candidates for the ESL Student Government Association.  This process created a number of questions in class.  “What is an SGA?”  “Why should I be a candidate?”  The curriculum group had already created lesson plans to help students learn about student government and the questions lead-in to the already prepared lessons.

Candidates were each given two pieces of poster board to make campaign posters.  We also provided markers for their use.  Some candidates ran for election on their own, while others had campaign managers.  On the last day of the campaign, the candidates took part in a “press conference”.  Three students from the Advanced Low class went to each classroom with a prepared list of questions.  The candidates were seated in the front of the room and the student reporters asked the questions.  The other students listened and at the close of each press conference, the reporters reminded the students to vote the next day.

Voting went smoothly.  After the press conference, the Board of Elections members turned in their alphabetized lists of registered voters.  The ESL Civics Program Aide prepared a list of voters for each precinct (classroom) and also made ballots.  Board of Elections members made ballot boxes.  On Election Day, students voted between 9:00 and 11:00.  At 11:00, the Board of Elections members went to a small conference room to count the ballots in the presence of the full Board.  By 11:30 election results were in and the newly elected ESL SGA met that day in a get-acquainted meeting so that they would be able to elect officers at the meeting on the following day. 

ESL/Civics SGA Meetings

[image: image5.wmf]The President opens each ESL SGA meeting by calling the meeting to order.  Prior to the meeting, the President and Secretary have created an agenda and a large copy of that agenda is displayed so that everyone knows what topics will be covered.  The agenda includes:

I. Approval of the Agenda

II. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

III. President’s Report of activities

IV. Advisor’s Report

V. Old Business

VI. New Business

VII. Announcements

VIII. Adjournment

The SGA President and Representatives learn about parliamentary procedure by studying a guide our Curriculum Development team has created.  This guide includes information about how to make a motion, second a motion, conduct discussion, and call for a vote.  At first, the process seems to be unnecessarily formal; but when two representatives from the ESL SGA attended a meeting of the Fayetteville Human Relations Commission in order to report on the ESL Study Circles, the students were impressed to see that they could follow the procedures being used by the group of native speakers of English in moving through an agenda.

The second elected ESL SGA decided that the office of Secretary was too much for one student to do.  In order to divide the work more equitably, the position was divided into two positions:  a Recording Secretary and a Correspondence Secretary.  The Recording Secretary is responsible for maintaining attendance records of the ESL SGA members and for taking the minutes of the meeting.  The Correspondence Secretary writes letters and creates a flyer with important information that the SGA wants to communicate to all of the students.

Our ESL SGA meetings are conducted entirely in English.  From the first, students realized that the meetings wouldn’t work if the representatives stopped to translate everything.  Meeting times are limited to one hour and usually there is a lot of business to transact.  All of the ESL SGA members report that their English speaking and listening skills have improved greatly by being involved in student government.

SGA Installation
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The air is electric on Installation Day.  With each semester’s election of a new ESL Student Government Association, our students recognize that they are taking part in a participatory form of learning.  Their opinions and needs matter to our institution and the opportunity to elect Student Government Representatives is an opportunity that the students realize is unique and special.  

The outgoing SGA plans the program for the upcoming ceremony.  Traditionally, the outgoing ESL SGA President delivers a short address on the topic of Student Government.  Then, the outgoing members are introduced individually to the audience and are presented a framed certificate of recognition for their service.  

Once the outgoing members have been recognized and thanked, the Board of Election members and the all students who ran for office as candidates are asked to stand to receive the thanks of the student body.  The new SGA members are then invited to the stage and are presented to the audience.  

The Basic Skills Director administers the Oath of Office:

“I pledge to uphold the English as a Second Language Student Government Association’s Constitution and Bylaws and act in the best interests of the students I represent and Fayetteville Technical Community College.” 

Following the Oath of Office, the incoming SGA President accepts on behalf of the ESL SGA members.  A short program follows about one of the SGA activities students and then students return to their classes to talk about the events that have taken place that day.

Fall Term ESL/ SGA Elections Schedule

	Sep. 10
	Election is announced in classrooms by current SGA. Students are encouraged to become candidates and 1 student per class is appointed to the Board of Elections. Candidates may begin to campaign as soon as they file for election. Forms are available in room 230.



	Sept. 11
	Voter Registration begins.



	Sept. 12
	Print diplomas and name tags.                     



	Sept. 13
	The names of the candidates and the Board of Election member need to be turned in to Janis Holden-Toruño.  Voter Registration ends. 



	Sept. 16
	“Press Conference”- Selected students will come to ask each candidate his/her point of view on certain questions. The questions will be available in advance. Let teachers know about the newsletters.

	Sept. 17
	Election Day. Ballots are cast from 9:00 – 11:00. Ballots are counted by the complete Board of Elections in the Conference Room at 11:00 and winners are announced before noon. A short SGA meeting will take place at 12:30.



	Sept. 18 
	Make program for the installation; check on the video availability.  



	Sept. 24 
	Installation. 




	BASIC SKILLS STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION CANDIDACY FORM

I am filing my candidacy for membership on the ESL Student Government Association (SGA).

I understand that to be a candidate I must regularly attend my classes. If I am elected as a

member of the SGA, I must maintain my attendance rate. Also, I must be willing to attend SGA meetings weekly or as scheduled. 

 Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature: ____________________________________________________________

I verify that this student is enrolled in my Fall class which meets at:______________________

Printed Name: ________________________________________________________________

Instructor’s Signature: __________________________________________________________ 


	BASIC SKILLS STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION CANDIDACY FORM

I am filing my candidacy for membership on the ESL Student Government Association (SGA).

I understand that to be a candidate I must regularly attend my classes. If I am elected as a

member of the SGA, I must maintain my attendance rate. Also, I must be willing to attend SGA meetings weekly or as scheduled. 

 Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature: ____________________________________________________________

I verify that this student is enrolled in my Fall class which meets at:______________________

Printed Name: ________________________________________________________________

Instructor’s Signature: __________________________________________________________ 


	BASIC SKILLS STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION CANDIDACY FORM

I am filing my candidacy for membership on the ESL Student Government Association (SGA).

I understand that to be a candidate I must regularly attend my classes. If I am elected as a

member of the SGA, I must maintain my attendance rate. Also, I must be willing to attend SGA meetings weekly or as scheduled. 

 Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature: ____________________________________________________________

I verify that this student is enrolled in my Fall class which meets at:______________________

Printed Name: ________________________________________________________________

Instructor’s Signature: __________________________________________________________ 


Interview Questions for the Press Conference

1.  Why are you running for the ESL Student Government Association?

2.  What do you hope to accomplish in the SGA?

3.  What do you think needs to be improved at FTCC?

4.  If you are elected, what will be your priorities?

5.  What will be your personal level of commitment to serving your class as a representative of the Student Government Association?  How much time are you willing to commit to the SGA?

6.  How do you think the experience of being a representative of your class will help you personally?

7.  Do you have any experience in government in your county?  

8.  Tell us three good character traits that you have.  How will these traits help you as an SGA representative?

9.  How often do you speak English?  

10.  How do you feel about the possibility that you could be one of the first ESL student leaders in North Carolina?

Official Ballot

Student Government Association

Precinct # 1

Ms. Holden-Toruño

Instructions:  Vote for two candidates by marking the box to the left of the names of the people you would like to elect.  You may write in the name of an eligible candidate if you wish.

· Cornelia Clay-Patrick

· Romina Desideri 

· In Suk Kim

----------------------------------------------------

Official Ballot

Student Government Association

Precinct # 3

Ms. Greenwell

Instructions:  Vote for two candidates by marking the box to the left of the names of the people you would like to elect.  You may write in the name of an eligible candidate if you wish.

· Ana Henriquez

· Luis Henriquez

· Hoyeun Hunter

· Josip Strnad 

Official Ballot

Student Government Association

Precinct # 2

Ms. Frantzen

Instructions:  Vote for two candidates by marking the box to the left of the names of the people you would like to elect.  You may write in the name of an eligible candidate if you wish.

· Orlando Sosa

· Rosa Gonzalez

· Armando Lezama

· Rogelio Kinch

----------------------------------------------------

Official Ballot

Student Government Association

Precinct # 4

Ms. Walter

Instructions:  Vote for two candidates by marking the box to the left of the names of the people you would like to elect.  You may write in the name of an eligible candidate if you wish.

· Sonia Pia

· Young Joo Kim

Script: Community Channel Television Show 

FAYETTEVILLE TECHNICAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE

English as a Second Language

Thursday, May 16th 2002 
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Topic: 
“The Basic Skills Program ESL/Civics Special Project at FTCC”
Host:

Mrs Linda Robotham
Guests:     
Lumir Pecina, SGA President




Nicolaie Stefan, SGA Vice - President





Margot Garza, SGA Secretary





Jeong Kim, SGA Member

Linda:  
We have 4 guests today who are members of ESL SGA. Our first is Lumir Pecina. Lumir is the English as a Second Language SGA president.   Where are you from, Lumir? 

Lumir:
The Czech Republic.

Linda:  
We also have with us Nick Stefan, the ESL SGA Vice President.  And, where are you from, Nick?

Nick:

Romania. 

Linda:
Very nice.   And this is Jeong Kim. Where are you from?

Jeong: 
South Korea—and you can call me John.

Linda: 
And this is Rute Filipe, the ESL Program Aide. Where are you from?

Rute Filipe:  Portugal.

Linda: 
You’re all from different countries. How do you communicate?

All (Jeong + Nick + Margot+ Lumir):  In English!

Linda: 
What exactly is the ESL SGA, Lumir?

Lumir:
The ESL SGA is the Student Government Association for the English as a Second Language students at FTCC. We are the first SGA in a Basic Skills program in the State of North Carolina.

Linda:
Nick, how did you become members of the ESL SGA?
Nick
:
We were elected at the beginning of the semester. Each intermediate and advanced ESL class had the opportunity to elect two representatives.

Linda:
How were you elected?

Lumir:
Each class had election campaigns. In my class there were 4 candidates. We made campaign posters. Some of them were funny because all of the students are friends and we wanted to have a good time and not fight. I made a poster for one of the other candidates. Finally we had a press conference. Some students pretended to be reporters. They came to each class to ask us questions about our ideas. The rest of the students listened to our answers.

Linda:  
So who voted? 

Rute :
There is an ESL Board of Elections. Each class has a person on the Board. The Board members had the students in their classes fill out voter registration forms. Then, a list of registered voters was created. Only registered voters could vote.

Nick:

Yes, and on Election Day, the Board of Elections had tables set up. Students had a two-hour period to vote. Then, one of the teachers came to each class and escorted the Election Board members and the ballot boxes to a conference room to count the ballots. 

Linda:
John, when did you find out the results? 

Jeong: 
It was announced that day. But I wasn’t elected. One of the people in my class couldn’t serve because she got sick, so I was appointed to fill her position. 

Linda:  
Lumir, how do you run a typical SGA meeting? 

Lumir:
We meet every Wednesday afternoon. We have an agenda and our secretary keeps minutes of the meetings. I call the meeting to order and we have to approve the agenda and the minutes from last meeting. Than we discuss old business and finally, we discuss any new business. We follow the format of City Council, but we’re nicer to each other than many government councils.  Everyone tries to cooperate even when our ideas are different.

Linda:  
What are some of the things that you have done? 

Nick:

One of the students from my class suggested that we have nametags for all of the students because it is difficult to remember so many unusual names. So, I brought that idea to the SGA. We decided to poll the classes to see if they wanted to have nametags. The students thought it was a good idea. So, Margot, who is the SGA secretary, wrote a letter to the Basic Skills Director. Mrs. Heffney suggested that we make name cards instead of nametags. She thought that students might not want to put holes in their clothes from the pins that come on nametags. So, we considered her idea and voted to have name cards instead. I have one here to show you.

Linda:  
What else have you done? 

Jeong: 
We have planned some field trips and helped with planning the FTCC prom. Unfortunately, the prom was canceled. Also the state had to freeze travel money, so our trip to Raleigh has been postponed. Now we’re working on some ideas to take local field trips until the budget crisis is resolved. 

Rute:
The students have also told us that they want more time in the computer lab. We wrote a letter to Mrs. Heffney to let her know our ideas and she is working on the problem. The ESL SGA provides us an opportunity to let the administration know about the ideas that the students have.  We appreciate the opportunity we have to study English and are happy that the administration values our opinions.

Nick:

We were working on a flag display for the Student Center that was approved by the FTCC administration.  We collected ESL Student information about their countries’ flags and I entered a display design contest for deciding how to put the flags up in the Student Center.

Linda:  
What are you doing now? 

Lumir:
We’ve just finished Study Circles and we’re planning an Action Summit where people can talk about their experiences. I was a facilitator for Study Circles and it was a good experience.  Now, as a result of the Study Circles, the ESL classes have some recommendations for the City of Fayetteville and we will present them to the Human Relations Commission and maybe to the City Council in June. 

Linda:  
How long are you elected to serve as representatives? 

Jeong: 
We are elected for one semester. In June we will have new elections. I’m leaving in June. I’m going to Korea, but some of the ESL SGA members might run for office again. 

Linda:  
What is the best part about serving on the ESL SGA? 

Lumir:
I practice my English by speaking to people in the meetings and when all the ESL classes get together. I also had to learn how to run meetings in English.
Nick:

. We enjoy learning about people’s problems and try to understand them and try to find an answer if it is possible.  We are also open to new ideas that can come from our ESL students in order to improve our school environment and make our learning process easier.

Jeong: 
I represent my classmates and their opinions and I bring their ideas to the administration by participating in the SGA.

Linda:  
Thank you for coming. It sounds like you’re a hardworking group and you’ve really doing a great job. 
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What does an SGA do?

Determines student concerns and works on po-
tential solutions,

Provides input 1o the Basic Skills Administra-
tion for inclusion in bricfing reporss
Oversees production of Student Newsleter.
Plans special projects such as Study Cireles,
Oversees fund-raising activities under the,
guidance of FTCC policies

Determines how money is to be allocated
Takes leadership in identifying students’ edu-
cational needs across a broad spectrum.

With instructors, plans field trips and supple-
‘mental educational activitics.

FTCCIESL Civics

What does an SGA representative
do?

Attends SGA meetings and dedicates
‘2 minimum of one hour per week to
SGA activities.

2. Represents student interests (ESL

rus) and provides input 10 the
Basic Skills Administration through
the SGA.

3. Serves on committees when ap-
pointed

4, May serve as chairperson of a com-
mitiee.

Gathers information and suggestions from
class members or other students for discus-
sion during SGA meetings.




� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








PAGE  
5

_1094555653.doc



