UNIT NINE

BUYING AND REGISTERING A CAR

VOCABULARY

warranty

mileage

title

down payment

financing

interest rate

notary public

license plate

validation sticker

bill of sale

OBJECTIVES

· Know how to register a car with the DMV

· Know where to find the approximate value of a car

· Be able to read and understand used car classified ads
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of buying a new vs. a used car?   Of buying from a dealer vs. an individual?

· Where do you go to register a car and get license plates?  What do you need to bring with you?

· What advice would you give a new immigrant who needs a car?

LESSON OUTLINE







SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

· In pairs or groups, make a list of questions you should ask the seller of a car. 

· Use the car value guides in the library or online to look up the approximate value of your car.

· Write a classified ad to sell your car.  Use abbreviations correctly and set a fair price based on the price guides.

· “Car Auction” (See Activity Appendix)

Dictation - Car Vocabulary

Buying a car can be confusing with so many options available.  Used cars are often cheaper than new ones, but you never know what mechanical problems might exist.  Checking the blue book value and getting a vehicle history report are crucial to making a good decision when buying a used car.  New cars come with a clean history but be prepared to pay hundreds or thousands of dollars more.  Before you go shopping for a car, new or used, decide how much money you have to spend and what type of car best fits your lifestyle.

Dictation - Car Vocabulary

Buying a car can be confusing with so many ________ available.  ______ cars are often cheaper than ____ ones, but you never know what __________ ________ might exist.  Checking the _____ _____ value and getting a ________ ________ report are crucial to making a good decision when buying a used car.  New cars come with a ______ history but be prepared to pay hundreds or thousands of dollars more.  _______ you go shopping for a car, new or used, decide how much money you have to _______ and what type of car best fits your lifestyle.

Directions:  Translate these used car ads into everyday English

92 Chev. Cavalier, 4DR, auto, AC, cass. PW, PDL.

95K, Good cond.  $3500 obo.  555-9874, lve msg

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

99 Honda Civic, blue, 5 spd, cruise, LOADED! 

MINT COND.  Only 25,000 mi.  warr.  $13,000 neg.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Buick LeSabre ’97 PW, PL excellent cond. 68K, asking $8900, 555-7600

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ford Escort ’98 5spd, 2dr, ac, cass, runs great, asking $6500 obo.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

98 Toyota Camry, fully loaded, like new.  70K, factory warr,   $12,000.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an ad to sell your car.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Matching Quiz
Buying a Car Vocabulary

Match the following abbreviations and expressions, usually found in car ads, with their meaning.  Write the letter of the meaning on the line. 

	1. ______     72k

2. ______     cond.

3. ______     AT

4. ______     ac

5. ______     pwr

6. ______     ‘96

7. ______     neg.

8. ______     fully loaded

9. ______     mi

10. ______     warr.

11. ______     obo

12. ______     5spd

13. ______     lve msg

14. ______     lthr int

15. ______     ps

16. ______     mint cond.

17. ______     mpg

18. ______     cruise

19. ______     asking

20. ______     runs great

21. ______     s’roof

22. ______     blk

23. ______     4dr

24. ______     pkg

25. ______     cass.

26. ______     like new

	
	A.  warranty

B.  black

C.  4 door

D.  condition

E.  cassette

F.  almost new

G.  cruise control

H.  automatic transmission

I.  package

J.  sun roof

K.  miles per gallon

L.  air conditioning

M.  seventy-two thousand

N.  negotiable

O.  car comes with all extra features

P.  1996

Q.  power

R.  5 speed transmission

S.  power steering

T.  excellent condition

U.  or best offer

V.  leather interior

W.  leave a message

X.  no mechanical problems

Y.  asking price

Z.  MILES




Vehicle Registration


To register a vehicle with the DMV, you must have:





proof of ownership--for used vehicles, you must present the certificate of title which has been properly assigned by the former owner.  (Transfer of ownership is made by using Section A on Side Two of the certificate of title.)





proof of liability insurance  (form DL-123 or original certificate from insurance company)

















	





After paperwork is completed and fees are paid, the DMV will issue a registration card, license plate, and validation stickers.  





The registration card should be kept in the vehicle at all times.  Police officers will ask for the driver's license and registration during a traffic stop.





Three months after the registration renewal date, the vehicle owner will receive a tax bill.  Taxes are due the first day of the following month.  If the taxes are not paid, the owner will not be allowed to renew the registration.








Car Classified Terms & Abbreviations


k=1000 miles


cond.=condition


AT/auto=automatic transmission


ac=air conditioner


pwr=power (windows, locks)


neg=price negotiable


fully loaded=many options


obo=or best offer


mi-miles


warr-warranty


ps=power steering


mpg=miles per gallon


cass-cassette


mint cond.=excellent condition


4dr=4 door


asking=how much the seller wants








Finding the Value of a Car


There are many guides to car values and prices in the college library, or online.  (www.edmunds.com; www.automotivebuyingguide.com)





Buyers can check the history of a car at www.carfax.com.  You will need the car's VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) which the seller should provide.  This service costs about $20 and will tell if the car has been damaged in an accident, flood, or returned as a "lemon."





Getting a Bill of Sale





When buying a used car, it is very important to get a bill of sale from the seller.  A bill of sale is simply a receipt.   It can be in any format, handwritten or typed, as long as it is legible and contains the following information:





date of purchase


dollar amount


seller's name


buyer's name


vehicle information number


a description of the vehicle








