UNIT THREE

DUE PROCESS OF LAW / INTERACTING WITH POLICE


VOCABULARY

rights

attorney/lawyer

charged

warrant

bail

handcuffs

badge

fingerprint

OBJECTIVES

· Know what to do if stopped or questioned by police

· Name the rights of a person arrested for a crime

· Understand the importance of “due process” in the American legal system
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

· Describe the police in your country.

· How are the police in your country different from American police?  How are they similar?

· Have you ever had any interactions with American police?  What happened?  

· What should you do if you are stopped by the police?

· What rights does a person have after he has been arrested?

· Does the law sometimes protect guilty people?

· What could happen if the law did not protect the rights of people accused of crimes?

LESSON OUTLINE

American Police


Roles and duties (Many ESL students come from countries where the police are corrupt and/or a menace to law-abiding citizens.  They should know that American police are, on the whole, honest and helpful.)

Traffic Stop Do’s and Don’t’s (see box below)


Rights of the Accused


When a person is arrested, the officer will explain to the suspect his/her rights.  If the suspect chooses to answer questions without a lawyer present, (she) will be given a waiver to sign.  (See attached sheet from the Guilford County Sheriff’s Dept.)

Due Process


Due Process means that the government cannot interfere with a person's right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness without good and fair reasons.  (On Common Ground, Worktext B, p3)

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

· Ask students to talk about the police in their countries.  What are the duties of police, who do the police work for, are the students afraid of police, etc.  Discuss similarities and differences between American police and those in other countries.  List these in a chart on the board

· Watch On Common Ground Video 8 & 9, “Rules of the Game” and “Sticks & Stones” (part 1).  Select appropriate activities from Units 8 & 9

· Listening Activity “Police Dictation”

· Situational Applications  (in groups or pairs   Tell what you would do in these situations:

· You are pulled over for a traffic violation

· You are having a party and the police arrive because neighbors have complained

· You encounter a highway checkpoint

· “Yes/No Flashcards”

Each student has 2 flashcards:  “Yes” and “No”

The teacher or a student reads a situation and a possible response.  Students listen and hold up a “yes” or “no” card to indicate whether the response is appropriate.

Example:  You are stopped by a police officer who writes you a ticket.  Should you give the officer cash?

· Mock arrest—students role play a police officer arresting a suspect.  The officer has a copy of the “Miranda” rights and reads them to the suspect.  Explain and discuss these rights and why they are important.
· Writing

Sometimes an innocent person is arrested.  What could happen to her in a country where suspects had no rights?  Give specific examples.

· Listening Activity
Give students a copy of the suspect’s rights, with important words missing.  Teacher reads the rights while students listen and fill in the missing words.  Continue reading (or have students who finish early read) until everyone is finished.

· Prepare and Practice Questions for Guest Speaker

LISTENING ACTIVITY

INTERACTION WITH POLICE

(teacher’s script)

To the teacher: This can be a listening or a writing activity.  If done as a listening activity, the students may need to hear it several times to complete it.  If some students finish early, let them read the selection to their classmates who are still working.


I am a police officer in the United States of America and you will recognize me by the uniform and badge that I wear.  My job is to protect the public from criminals and danger.  When people commit crimes, I arrest them and put them in handcuffs.  Before I take them to the police station in my squad car, I read them their rights.  At the station, another officer will take their fingerprints and allow them to make one phone call.  Then they must wait in jail until their case can be heard before a judge.

LISTENING ACTIVITY - INTERACTION WITH POLICE

I am a police officer in the United States of America and you will recognize me by the _______ and _______ that I wear.  My job is to protect the public from _________ and danger.  When people commit crimes, I ________ them and put them in _________.  Before I take them to the police station in my squad car, I read them their ______.  At the station, another officer will take their ____________ and allow them to make one phone call.  Then they must wait in _______ until their case can be heard before a ________.

Resources


On Common Ground, Unit 8:  Rules of the Game


	                        Unit 9:  Sticks & Stones

















Traffic Stop Dos and Don'ts


DO:								DON'T


Speak English, even if you have difficulty			claim that you speak no English


stay in the car as the officer approaches			walk or run toward the police car


be polite to the officer						argue with the officer


give the officer your driver's license and registration		offer cash to the officer to pay ticket

















