

Course:  Community Living

Unit:  Public Schools

Lesson:  Family Involvement in Education
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Competency Objectives:
The adult learner will explain what “family involvement in education” means.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
The adult learner will give at least three examples of ways that family can have a positive involvement in a child’s education.

Suggested Vocabulary:
read

words

talk

volunteer




books

stories

listen

community resources




magazines
television (TV)
expectations
checking homework




newspapers
routine

keep in touch
good behavior

Suggested Materials:
pens or pencils and Journals

copies of Get Involved! at http://www.ed.gov/pubs/PFIE/families.html
a review copy of Father’s Involvement in Children’s Learning at 
              http://www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/
teacher-selected articles on reading from remaining Suggested Resources below

overhead projector

Suggested Resources:
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/PFIE/families.html.  Get Involved!  How Parents and Families Can Help Their Children Do Better in School.  This brochure is public domain and can be freely printed and distributed.

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/.  Father’s Involvement in Children’s Learning.  This document is long and teachers may choose to use the content as background for leading a discussion without distributing copies to the class.

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/CompactforReading/.  A Compact for Reading.  This site contains free online “kits” to assist children with reading at the levels K-3.

http://www.colorincolorado.org/homepage.php  This is a website for Spanish-speaking parents to help their children learn to read.

http://www.nea.org/index.html  Click on Parents and Community.  Then click on NEA Resources (top of page) for a wealth of material.

http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml.  Click on Parents (across the top of the screen) for a list of selected publications for parents.

Suggested Methods:
Discussion, Role Play, Journal Work.

Some Suggested Steps:

Introductory Activity.  Ask students to volunteer examples of things they currently like or dislike, and to share memories about who/what influenced their attitude.  Keep track of these on the board.  For example:

My mother taught me to love music. I sing when I am happy.

My father cannot swim.  He never let me go to the river with friends.  Today I am afraid of water.

My grandmother made me eat spinach as a child.  Today, I will not eat spinach.

My grandfather taught me to take responsibility for my actions and always tell the truth.  Being truthful is very important to me.

Review the list with the class.  In how many of the activities were parents/family involved?  Typically, the class list will show how deeply family is involved in shaping us.  Family members are our first and most influential teachers.

Group Work.  Divide the class into small groups and ask each group to name things that parents can do to help their children succeed in school.  Make a list of the things they name.  Suggest additional items that you have gleaned from the website http://www.ed.gov/pubs/PFIE/families.html.  Let students copy the list in their Journals and read them back aloud in a group or pairs or individually.  Alternatively, for students whose reading permits, pass out copies of the document and read it together. 

Class Discussion.  Ask class members to tell what effect they think fathers have in their children’s education.  List salient points of class discussion.  Use your research on the website http://www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/ to add information about the areas that involved fathers affect children’s education (modeling adult male behavior, making choices, problem solving abilities, emotional support and financial support).  Clarify each of these areas with examples.

Discuss with the class the things that fathers can do at home, at school, in the community.  Why would fathers not do these things?

Role Play.  Use materials that you select from Suggested Resources above to show parents things they can do to work with their children in reading.  Let class members role-play, with some playing a parent and others playing children.  Encourage the “children” to challenge the “parent” by their questions.

Discussion.  How do children respond to demands?  How do they respond to loving expectations and parental example?  What are the implications for parents in their children’s education?

Journal Work.  What does family involvement in education mean to you?  Give three or more ways that you can be positively involved in your child’s education.  How do you feel about your child’s school? (or about your child starting school?)
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