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Course:  North Carolina

Unit:  North Carolina Ghosts

Lesson:  The Girl at the Underpass

Competency Objectives:
Learners will read, tell, or write a legend.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Learners will participate in class work and Journal Work, performing at the level of accuracy that befits their current expertise.

Suggested Vocabulary:
hitchhiker
tunnel

fog

urban legend

vanish

signaling
mystified
crashed


prom

monotone
sidewalk

gesture

speechless
debating

accused

numerous

subsequent
phantom

Suggested Materials:
 Teacher-selected/composed version(s) of The Girl at the Underpass.

 A multi-media classroom or internet connection and LCD projector can be used for viewing the stories in the classroom.

 A North Carolina map for each student or small group.

 Personal preparation to discuss urban legends.  Some resource sites: 

http://website.lineone.net/~oddweb/articles/a_5_vanishing_hitchhiker.htm 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_legend
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Vanishing_Hitchhiker  

http://www.howstuffworks.com  Click on the tab that says People Stuff.  Click on the word Culture (in red on the right side of the screen) and scroll down to click on the listing How Urban Legends Work.  Click on Printable Version for easy reading or reproduction.

 pens or pencils and paper

Suggested Resources:
Websites with the hitchhiker legend include:

http://www.prairieghosts.com/hauntnc.html  Click on The Greensboro Hitchhiker.

http://www.secstate.state.nc.us/kidspg/girl.htm  (a mid-length version)

http://www.iss.k12.nc.us/schools/kidscamp/legendsandghosts.html  Click on Girl at the Underpass.

http://ncghosts.t35.com/bridge.htm  The Girl at the Bridge

http://www.angelfire.com/moon2/heathersstories/nc.html  Click on Girl at the Underpass.

Visit your local library for books on North Carolina ghost stories, including that of The Girl at the Underpass.

http://www.visitnc.com  Visit North Carolina.  Put your cursor on Travel Tools under the picture and click on Brochure & Travel Info in the drop-down menu. Or--for direct access--try http://www.ncdot.org/public/publicationshttp://www.visitnc.com/request_pubs.asp


.  This site lets you to order a free North Carolina travel package that includes a state map.  You can also call 1-800-VISITNC to inquire about buying multiple copies of the state map.  Another map site is .

Suggested Methods:
Discussion, Pre-reading or Listening Preparation, Reading or Listening, Map Reading, Group Work, Writing.

Some Suggested Steps

Things You Can’t Explain.  The handout in The Brown Mountain Lights gives ways that people explain things they cannot prove and do not understand.  In the Devil’s Tramping Ground, the Devil was added to the list of possible explanations.  In the current legend, there is a phantom hitchhiker.  A phantom can be seen, heard, and sensed, but has no physical reality.  Help your class understand the word “phantom.”

Learning about a Legend.  Tell students that they will be reading or listening to a North Carolina legend about a phantom hitchhiker.  Give the following questions to help guide the reading/listening activity.

1. What is the name of the hitchhiker?

2. Where does she want to go?

3. Where has she been?

4. Why is she hitchhiking on the road alone?

5. What is she wearing?

6. What happens when the driver gets to her home?

7. What does the driver learn about the hitchhiker?

8. What year did she die?  How many years has it been since she died?

Reading/Listening Activity.  Tell the story of The Girl at the Underpass to groups that can’t handle the level of the reading.  Make sure to include answers to all the questions above.  For classes that can do the reading, use one or more of the versions in Suggested Resources to develop (and type) the story in your own words.  Let learners work in small groups to answer the questions suggested above prior to a class discussion on the questions.  During small group work, give learners a chance to identify words that are puzzling to them.  Discuss and define these words.  Share them with the whole class as vocabulary words.

Map Work.  Use a North Carolina map to find the location of Greensboro.  Ask students:  (1) Where is Jamestown?  (2) Where is Raleigh?  (3) Where is High Point?  (4) Can you find Highway 70?  (5) The driver was going from Greensboro to Lexington.  Where is Lexington?  (6) How close to your home is the location of this story?

Respond in Writing.  Directions to learners:  Why do you think the girl is trying to get home years after her death?  One version of the story says her mother will be upset with her for being so late. Do you think the girl is afraid of her mother or respects her?  How do you think her mother feels to know that she is still trying to get home?

Class Discussion Questions.  What makes an urban legend?  What other urban legends do you know?  (To prepare for this discussion, look for Urban Legends with your favorite search engine and review the sites listed in Suggested Materials above.)

Journal Work.  Write your own Vanishing Hitchhiker story.  Use your imagination.  The setting of your story must be your country of origin.  What sex is your hitchhiker ?  Where is he/she going and why?  Why is he/she hitchhiking (i.e., what has happened?)  When does your hitchhiker disappear?  What does the person who picks him/her up learn about the history of the hitchhiker?
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