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Course:  What is an American?

Unit:  The Great Experiment

[image: image4.wmf]Lesson:  The Colonies

The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.

Martin Luther King, Jr., 1963

Competency Objectives:
Adult learners will know the major reasons why Europeans settled North America.

Learners will identify early forms of government in the English colonies.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Learners will do a group project on the colonies.

Learners will explain the difference in representative democracy, and direct democracy.

Suggested Vocabulary:
Mayflower Compact

Pilgrims


Thanksgiving

representative democracy

direct democracy

government

religious freedom


political freedom

veto

economic freedom

King


power

Virginia House of Burgesses
century

Suggested Materials:
pens or pencils and paper

globe

chalk/markers and black/white board

a large United States map

teacher-made game board (see Colonies below)

Suggested Resources:
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/citizenship   Citizenship Resource Center for the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).  Explore all the resources.  Be sure to type The 100 Questions in the Search box.  Choose the result titled 100 Civics Questions and Answers (English version).  
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis Homepage USCIS. Explore all the resources.  Be sure to type The 100 Questions in the Search box.  Choose the result titled 100 Civics Questions and Answers (English version).  
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/columbus/map/.  Columbus’ Voyage:  Map and Ships.  Click on Print Out a Map.  Site members have access to ad-free, printer friendly pages.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/famouspeople/standard/columbus/  Online interactive show about Columbus.
http://www.marinersmuseum.org/education/christopher-columbus   Biography of Columbus.

http://gardenofpraise.com/ibdcolum.htm   Biography of Columbus.  Simple wording.
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/columbus/columbus.htm#Columbus?   Simple wording and good pictures of Columbus’ discovery of America (accompanied by ads on each side of the screen). 
http://www.history.com/topics/plymouth  Type The History of Thanksgiving in the Search Box if this video isn’t visible on the screen when you visit this site.
http://www.history.com/topics/columbus-day  Type Christopher Columbus Sets Sail in the Search box if this video isn’t on the screen when you visit this site.
Use your favorite search engine to look for Columbus Day:  A Time to Celebrate.  This article is by Michael S. Berliner, who expresses the viewpoint that celebrating Columbus Day honors Western civilization.
http://www.plimoth.org/education/olc/index_js2.html  Click on the word here.  (If you wish, you can skip the introduction; however it is pertinent to the material opposed to being an advertisement.) 
http://www.eduref.org  Click on Lesson Plans (across top of screen).  The, click on Social Studies, then on US History.  Now click on Introductory Activity for the 13 Colonies followed by Printer-Friendly Version.  For a direct link, try http://www.eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/Social_Studies/US_History/USH0031.html.
http://www.icw-net.com/tales/mantlost.htm

  The Lost Colony

http://www.coastalguide.com/packet/lostcolony01.htm The Lost Colony.

Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Group Work, Game, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Time Line.  Ask each student to draw a personal time line that begins with his/her birth year and continues to the present.  Each person then adds and identifies important dates such as the year they started school, the year they graduated, the year they married, the year they came to America, the year they had a child, the year they got a first job, and so forth.

Draw a series of time lines that run approximately 100 years (see below), or one extended time line if you can encircle the room.  These represent American history.  Where in America’s time line do each of the students fit?  Probably most are post- 1970.  What is a Century?  When did Columbus discover America?  [Add events on the time line(s) as you progress through each lesson in this Domain.]

1492 ___1500___________________________________________________________________ 1600

1601 __________________________________________________________________________ 1700

1701 __________________________________________________________________________ 1800

1801 __________________________________________________________________________ 1900

1901 ___________________________________1950___________________________________ 2000

2001 __________________________________________________________________________ 3000

The Discovery of America.  See what your students can to tell you about the discovery of America.  Together, fill in the major questions that a good reporter asks:

· Who:  Christopher Columbus

· What:  Discovered a new world, later named America in honor of Amerigo Vespucci, an Italian explorer who first realized that the land was a new continent.

· When:  1492

· Where:  Columbus landed on the Bahamas.

· Why: Europeans wanted to trade with China.  Columbus knew the world was round, so he thought he could sail west to reach the Far East because China is East of Europe.

· How:  King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain paid for his expedition (trip) in three ships, the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria.

Subscribers may use copies of The World from http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/columbus/map/  (click on Print Out a Map.)  Site membership is inexpensive and site members have access to ad-free, printer friendly pages. Let students draw a curved line from Europe to the Bahamas and sketch in the three ships.

Columbus Day.  Columbus Day is a Federal Holiday, celebrated the second Monday in October.  You may teach about this holiday within the context of this lesson, or separately, probably choosing to do so at the appropriate calendar date.

The Lost Colony.  Introduce The Lost Colony.  (See Suggested Resources section above.)  In 1587 (add date on your time line), Sir Walter Raleigh, on behalf of the Queen of England. sent 100 men, women, and children from England to Roanoke Island (North Carolina) to establish the first English settlement in America.  On August 18, 1587, Eleanor Dare gave birth to the first English child born on American soil.  The child was named Virginia Dare.  John White, appointed governor of the new colony, returned to England for supplies.  He was delayed in his return by a war between England and Spain.  When he could return in 1590, the colonists had disappeared, leaving the word CROATAN carved into the stockade.  White never found the colonists.  Historians believe some lived and were assimilated into friendly Indian tribes.

The Colonies.  To teach the original thirteen colonies, use a United States map and the attached handout on the thirteen colonies.  Cut apart the handout and distribute one colony per student, or pair of students.  The students must match the shape of their colony to the map, and share the fact about their colony with the class.  Help students to identify three major reasons for settlement in America:  (1) Freedom of Religion, (2) Political Freedom, (3) Chance for an Improved Life (economic freedom).
Create a board game with shapes, names, and facts from the original 13 colonies.  Let each student put his/her initials on a small square of paper.  Toss a coin.  Heads, move one square; tails, move two.  When students land on a square they (1) identify the picture (pix) of a state shape by giving the state’s name, or (2) give a fact about a state that is named, or (3) give the name of a state for which a fact is given.  A sample game is given on the following page.

Board Game about the Colonies:
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Start/Finish
	Founded by William Penn


	New York
	First permanent colony
	pix of North Carolina
	Mayflower colony
	pix of New Hampshire
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Pix of Conn.
	
	
	
	
	
	Originally New Netherlands
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	Two colonies that shared a name
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Plymouth Rock is in this state
	Home of the Lost Colony
	pix of Delaware
	Rhode Island
	founded for debtors
	first colony to give religious freedom to Catholics
	Pix of South Carolina


Thanksgiving.    The First Thanksgiving, in 1621, was celebrated by the Pilgrims in gratitude for a good harvest. Thanksgiving was declared a national holiday in 1777 by the Continental Congress.  It is celebrated the last Thursday in November.  You may teach about this holiday within the context of this lesson, or separately, probably at the appropriate calendar date.

Government.  Demonstrate the following forms of government::

1) Direct democracy.  Ask the students to vote on a question of your choice.  Let each individual vote by secret ballot.  This is direct democracy:  every person votes, and every vote counts.  Direct democracy cannot be easily administered in large groups of people.  The Mayflower Compact (1620) was the first direct democracy in the American colonies.  It was observed until 1691.
2) Representative democracy.  Ask each group of five students to choose one person to represent them.  Then ask only the class representatives to vote on a question.  The first representative assembly in the New World was the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1619.

3) The King.  All the colonies, except Connecticut and Rhode Island, eventually had governors appointed by the King of England.  The governors could veto laws passed by the colonial people.  (Pretend you are King and veto one of the above votes by representatives.)  The governor could also appoint some government officials, so the colonists did not have a pure democracy.

Journal Work.  Give students the quote from the beginning of this lesson.  Make sure they can read and understand what it says.  For Journal Work, ask students to answer the following three questions.  You may want to give the author and date of the quote as a surprise after the Journal Work has been done.

· How does the quote apply to the colonies?

· How does it apply to you?

· How does it apply to Americans today?

The Thirteen Original Colonies
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The Original 13 Colonies (page 2)





The Thirteen Original Colonies

A Matching Exercise.

Draw a line from the statement to the correct colony.

Founded by Quakers





Virginia

First called New Netherlands




North Carolina

Last colony to be settled





South Carolina

Colonists came on the Mayflower



New Hampshire

Left Massachusetts to settle here



Massachusetts

Catholic colony founded by Lord Baltimore


Rhode Island

The Lost Colony was here




Connecticut

Founded by Roger Williams




Georgia

Founded by Dutch and Swedish settlers


Pennsylvania

The first permanent colony was here



Delaware

Thomas Hooker led colonists here for farmland

New Jersey

Did not want to be ruled by Pennsylvania


New York

A proprietary colony located next to NC


Maryland
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Virginia





The first permanent colony was in Jamestown, Virginia (1607).  The colonists came to find gold.
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Massachusetts





The first group to come to America for religious freedom was the Pilgrims.  They sailed across the ocean on the Mayflower.  Before landing they signed the Mayflower Compact, an agreement that 


the people would vote on government and laws


the people would accept whatever the majority chose. 





This group of colonists celebrated the First Thanksgiving.
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Maryland





The King of England gave land to Lord Baltimore for the colony of Maryland.  Here Catholics could have freedom of religion.
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Rhode Island





Roger Williams and some followers left Massachusetts to settle Rhode Island in 1636 for religious freedom.  This was the first colony to have total separation of church and state.
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Connecticut





Connecticut was founded in 1636 by Thomas Hooker, a minister, and his church, because the area had better farmland than Massachusetts.
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New Hampshire





Some people left Massachusetts in 1623.  They left for political, religious, and economic reasons.  These settlers made a new home on the New Hampshire coast.
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North Carolina





South Carolina





The Carolinas were proprietary colonies.  Pioneers from Virginia settled the north.  Europeans settled the south.  Carolina settlers wanted self-government.
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New York





The English took New Netherlands away from the Dutch in 1664 and renamed it New York.  Dutch settlers kept their rights, their land, their language, and their religion.
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New Jersey was formed in 1664, with Dutch and Swedish settlements.  The land was later sold to Quaker groups so they could have religious freedom.








New Jersey
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Pennsylvania





Founded in 1681 by William Penn, Pennsylvania was a home for a religious group called Quakers, but gave religious freedom to anyone who believed in God.� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���
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Delaware





When people in this area decided they did not want to be governed by Pennsylvania, they created their own government.
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Georgia





Georgia was the last of the original 13 colonies.  It was settled by James Oglethorpe for people who were in debt in England.
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