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Course:  What is an American?

Unit:  Growth

[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]Lesson:  From Agriculture to Industry
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America is a land of wonders, in which everything is in constant motion . . . No natural boundary seems to be set to the efforts of man; and in his eyes, what is not yet done is only what he has not yet attempted to do.

Alexis de Tocqueville, 1835

Competency Objectives:  Learners will understand the impact of the Industrial Revolution.

Suggested Criteria for Success:  Learners will make presentations about American Inventions.

Suggested Vocabulary:
Industrial Revolution
immigration
labor union




Populist Party

amendment

Suggested Materials:
pens or pencils and paper

black/white board and chalk/marker

handouts of Industrialization and Immigration, included at the end of this lesson

handouts or access to computers for information on American Inventors

cut-apart strips of the Pledge of Allegiance from the end of this lesson

U.S. maps with blank states.  Preferably complete the maps started in the lesson
         entitled From Sea to Shining Sea in the Unit The Great Experiment.

Suggested Resources:
Explore the many resources in the following two sites.  Be sure to type The 100 Questions in the Search box of either site.  Choose the result titled 100 Civics Questions and Answers (English version).  

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/citizenship   Citizenship Resource Center for the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).  

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis Homepage USCIS. Explore all the resources. 

http://geography.about.com/library/blank/blxusa.htm Printable map of the United States.  Scroll to the bottom and click on the last map.

http://www.ellisisland.org/genealogy/ellis_island_history.asp   Ellis Island history.  
http://www.historychannel.com/.  Type Ellis Island in the search box and explore the many options that are available on the History Channel..
 Eli Whitney (cotton gin)  1794  

http://www.invent.org/hall_of_fame/152.html 

 Robert Fulton (steamboat) 1807 

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/DETOC/transport/fulton.html 

 Samuel F. B. Morse (telegraph) 1844

http://www.invent.org/hall_of_fame/106.html 

 Cyrus McCormick (reaper)  1834

http://www.invent.org/hall_of_fame/inventor.htm 

 John Deere (steel plow) 1837

Search for John Deere at the following reference sources:

http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/reference/encyclopedia/
http://www.factmonster.com/encyclopedia.html
 Elias Howe (sewing machine)  1845

Start at http://www.encyclopedia.com and search for Howe, Elias.

 George Washington Carver

Start at http://www.encyclopedia.com and search for Carver, George Washington.
 Alexander Graham Bell (telephone) 1875 

http://sln.fi.edu/franklin/inventor/bell.html 

 Thomas Edison (light bulb)  1882 

 http://www.edisonian.com/edisonian001.htm 

 Wilbur and Orville Wright (airplane)1903

http://www.biographycentral.net/wilbur-wright-and-orville-wright.php   

 Henry Ford (automobile) 1908  

http://www.hfmgv.org/exhibits/hf/. 

 Labor Day sites include the following.  

http://www.dol.gov/opa/aboutdol/laborday.htm 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/business/september96/labor_day_9-2.html 

 Pledge of Allegiance sites include the following

http://www.usflag.org/pledgeofallegiance.html  

http://www.usflag.org 
http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfc_pledge.html 

Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Group Work, Group Presentations, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Industrialization and Immigration.  Use the attached handout (Industrialization and Immigration) for reading and discussion in combination with the class reports on inventions suggested below.

American Inventions.  Divide the class into groups of two or more and assign each group to read about and report on one of the individuals listed below.  What was the person’s name?  What did they invent?  When?  What did it do?  How did it affect the country?  (See Suggested Resources listed above.)

When all presentations are concluded, give the following question for discussion:  Taken together, what changes did all these inventions make in Agricultural America?

Eli Whitney (cotton gin)  1794

Robert Fulton (steamboat) 1807 

Samuel F. B. Morse (telegraph) 1844

Cyrus McCormick (reaper)  1834

John Deere (steel plow) 1837

Elias Howe (sewing machine)  1845

Alexander Graham Bell (telephone) 1875 

Thomas Edison (light bulb)  1882 

Wilbur and Orville Wright (airplane)1903

Henry Ford (automobile) 1908

George Washington Carver 1914

Time Line.  Add the important dates from the handout and from student reports to the class timeline.

Background Information on Ellis Island.  (Ellis Island is in the attached handout Industrialization and Immigration.)  Ellis Island was the gateway for more than half of the immigrants entering the United States between 1892 and 1924.  In 1890 the Federal Government established the Bureau of Immigration and selected Ellis Island as the site for construction of a new Federal immigration station for the port of New York.  Ellis Island served in this capacity until 1954.  On a single day in 1907, 11,747 immigrants pass through Ellis Island, but by 1924 fewer immigrants were entering the United States.  Ellis Island was closed in 1954.  More than 12 million immigrants had passed through Ellis Island since it opened in 1892.  In 1965 Ellis Island became part of the National Park Service, and the Immigration Museum opened on September 10, 1990, just in time for the centennial celebration in 1992.

Background information on the Statue of Liberty.  (The Statue of Liberty is in the attached handout Industrialization and Immigration.)  Located in New York Harbor, the Statue of Liberty was a gift of international friendship from the people of France to the people of the United States.  It is one of the most universal symbols of political freedom and democracy. The Statue of Liberty was dedicated on October 28, 1886.

Labor Day.  “Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.” 

-Thomas Edison 

You may introduce Labor Day in connection with this lesson or at an appropriate calendar date before the first Monday in September.

Pledge of Allegiance.  The original version of the Pledge of Allegiance was published in 1982.  Teach your class the current Pledge and the appropriate posture and behavior to display while reciting the Pledge.  

Cut-apart strips are included at the end of this lesson.  For large classes, you will need more than one set of strips.  Make sure the strips are cut apart and well-mixed.  Ask the class (or small groups if you use more then one set of strips) to put the strips in order.  Review and make sure this activity has been completed successfully.

Then give each person (or small group of two-three people) a single strip to explain/define in their own words.  Allow time for individuals/small groups to decide on their responses.  Then go through the phrases/words of the Pledge in the correct order, allowing the person/small group to give their explanations.  Let the whole class discuss/add to/redefine the meaning of the strips until everyone has a satisfactory understanding.  One example of this kind of explanation comes from Red Skelton’s commentary on the Pledge (http://www.poofcat.com/july.html or http://www.getipm.com/personal/red-skelton.htm ).  At http://www.legion.org/flag/pledge , the American Legion posts an explanation.  Another comes from Hank Ketcham’s comic strip character Dennis the Menace, who says:

	I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America
	Dennis says “Put your hand here.”

(over his heart)

	and to the Republic for which it stands
	“That’s US.”

	one nation under God
	“He’s the Head Honcho.”

	indivisible
	“We’re all in this together.”

	with liberty
	“And nobody can push us around . . .

	and justice
	“or treat us unfair . . .

	for all
	“ . . an’ that means EVERYBODY!”


Use the dictation exercise from the end of this lesson, or adjust it to be suitable for your class by leaving out or including additional words.

Map Work.  Have students use their U.S. map and add in the remaining states and the year they joined the Union.  (This information is given below for your reference.)

California September 9, 1850
Minnesota May 11, 1858
Oregon February 14, 1859
Kansas January 29, 1861
West Virginia June 20, 1863
Nebraska March 1, 1867
Nevada October 31, 1864

Colorado August 1, 1876
North Dakota November 2, 1889
South Dakota November 2, 1889
Montana November 8, 1889
Washington November 11, 1889
Idaho July 3, 1890
Wyoming July 10, 1890
Utah January 4, 1896
Journal Work.  Think about the American history you have learned and think about yourself.  Then write in your Journal.   Answer the following question:

In what ways do I have connections to people from the American past?

Industrialization and Immigration

Industrialization.  The Industrial Revolution—a move from farms to factories—changed America.  In 1794 Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin.  It separated the seeds from the cotton fibers faster than people could do by hand.  Samuel Slater, an English immigrant, came to the U. S. in 1791.  He built the first textile factory.  Mass production of cloth was profitable.  Many other American inventions contributed to the Industrial Revolution.  Your teacher can help you learn about some of them.

Immigration.  Immigration was a way of making America even greater.  Americans were proud to be a blend of many different cultures, yet distinctly American.  Immigrants helped to settle the frontier and fill the factories.  America did not do much to limit immigration until 1917, when Congress passed the first law to apply to all immigrants.  It was called the Literacy Test Act.  It limited immigration to people who could read.

Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty.  More than half the immigrants entering the United States between 1892 and 1924 came through Ellis Island in New York harbor.  Entering the harbor, immigrants passed the Statue of Liberty.  The Statue of Liberty was a gift of friendship from the people of France to the people of America.  It is a universal symbol of political freedom and democracy.  It was dedicated on October 28, 1886.

The Frontier and the Populist Party.   In the United States, the East became industrial.  To escape from cities and factory jobs, farmers went West to unsettled land.  Western farmers grew corn and cattle to sell in the East.  After the Civil War, times were hard.  The farmers formed a political party called the Populist Party.  It did not last a long time, but it showed that poor people have political power.  The American government eventually made two changes the Populists wanted.  These were the graduated income tax and the direct election of senators.

Protecting the Individual.  Unions and the Progressive Movement are two examples of efforts to protect the individual.  Products made in factories were sold for the highest possible price.  To increase profit, owners paid workers low wages.  Factories were often unsafe and unhealthy, with low wages and long hours.  The workers formed groups called labor unions to bargain for better conditions.

A group of leaders called Progressives wanted to improve life for farmers and workers.  Four Amendments to the Constitution came out of the Progressive Movement.

· The 16th Amendment established graduated income taxes (1913).

· The 17th Amendment provided for direct election of U.S. Senators (1913).

· The 18th Amendment prohibited alcoholic beverages (1919), but it was repealed in 1933 by the 21st Amendment.

· The 19th Amendment gave women the right to vote (1920).

Check your reading.  Match the following

	_____ Samuel Slater


	1)   16th Amendment

	_____ Eli Whitney


	2)   Bargain for better working conditions

	_____ Literacy Test Act


	3)   Tried to improve life for farmers and workers

	_____ Graduated Income Taxes


	4)   Showed that poor people have political power

	_____ Direct Election of U.S. Senators


	5)   17th Amendment

	_____ Prohibition


	6)   Cotton Gin

	_____ Gave Women the Right to Vote


	7)   19th Amendment

	_____ Labor Unions


	8)   Limited immigration

	_____ Populist Party


	9)   Textile factory

	_____ Progressive Movement


	10)   18th Amendment


Discussion Questions

Name one invention that helped bring about the Industrial Revolution.

How did the Industrial Revolution change America as a country?

How did the Industrial Revolution change the way people lived?

How did immigration help make America great in the period after the Civil War and into the early 1900s?  What are immigrants doing in America today?

What is the graduated income tax?  What do you think about this method of taxing people?

When did America declare Independence?  How many years was it before women could vote?

	I pledge allegiance



	to the flag of the United States of America



	and to the Republic for which it stands,



	one Nation under God,



	indivisible,



	with liberty



	and justice



	for all.




Dictation Exercise

I pledge _________________

to the _____________

of the United ____________    ___    ________________.

and to the _____________

for which it stands,

One ___________,

under God,

__________________,

with ____________ and justice

for _________.
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