

Course:  Getting There

Unit:  Transportation

Lesson: Child Safety Seats

Competency Objectives:
Students will learn safety seat vocabulary.

Students will use verb modals.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Students will be able to check their own child safety seat for proper installation.

Students will understand how to use the words that allow them to talk about possibilities:

Can

Could

Have to

Must

Might

Should

May

Will

Would

Be able to
Has to

Have to

Had to

Be going to

Suggested Vocabulary:
correct

prevention
law

minimum standard

compatibility
restraint

violation

responsible

manufacturer
manufacturer’s instructions
injury

passenger
EMS

require

transport

safe

label

Suggested Materials:
For demonstration, have all three typed of seats available:  the infant seat, the convertible child seat, and the booster seat.

Your local health department or the Sheriff’s Department may have a video tape which shows the need for seat belts in a crash.

Furnish protractors for demonstrating the correct angle to which some seats must be adjusted, pamphlet for each student from the state, and a manufacturer’s instruction booklets for each type of seat.

Suggested Resources:
 Your County Health Department or Sheriff’s Office

 pamphlet entitled Buckle Up from NC Safe Kids, 

or substitute more current material by contacting Office of State Fire Marshal at 

322 Chapanoke Road

Raleigh, NC 27603

800-634-7854

888-347-3737 (Safe Kids North Carolina)

919-661-5880

www.NCSAFEKIDS.org
 (The Programs, Injury Prevention & Grants Section of the Office of the State Fire Marshal serves as the coordinating agency for the North Carolina Safe Kids Buckle Up and Safe Kids North Carolina programs.)

http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/ProgramsPreventionAndGrants/SafeKidsBuckleUp.asp NC Safe Kids Buckle Up Program

 http://www.buckleupnc.org/contacts_nc.cfm Also click on downloads.

 http://www.safekids.org/  Click on About Us, then on Programs, then on SK Buckle Up.

 http://www.buckleupnc.org/ 

Suggested Methods:  Student Discussion, Lecture/Demonstration/Inquiry, Writing

Some Suggested Steps:

Inquiry/Demonstration: Students can look at each seat, look at the manufacturer’s instructions, read the simple instructions.  Students may work in groups and write out questions to ask.  If possible have a representative from an agency in the county who can answer questions and talk about each seat and it’s proper use.  Ask a student to volunteer to have the seat installed in their car.  Use the program van for demonstration as well.  Protractors can be used to demonstrate the 45-degree angle in which seats must recline.

Lecture: While reading the pamphlet, have students underline the modals that are used.  Talk about how meaning is changed when other verbs are substituted.  Talk about the functions of modals in English.

Student Discussion:  Have students look over the materials.  Ask if any of the students have participated in the free child safety seat inspections that are given around the county.  Has anyone ever gotten a fine for not having the proper safety seat in the car?  Read the pamphlet to the students.  Let them ask questions about the vocabulary. They may work in groups to use dictionaries and translate some of the vocabulary back into Spanish so they can understand meaning. 

Student Writing/Artwork:  After the students have seen the video, heard the lecture, or read the pamphlet, have them work in groups or individually to make a poster advocating the proper use of seat belts.  Tell them to use as many modals and vocabulary words as possible.

Follow-up: Have students locate the nearest safety seat inspection site.  Arrange to meet there and have the seats checked.  Emphasize that this is not the same as immigration checks and that they may avoid a fine later on.

Seek information in the county about give-away child safety seats.  Hospitals and other charitable organizations often buy and distribute child seats.
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