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Course:  Finding a Place to Live

Unit:  Home Basics

Lesson:  Furniture, Fixtures, and Appliances
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Competency Objectives: The learner will communicate correctly about household furniture, fixtures, and appliances.

Suggested Criteria for Success:  
The learner will identify major household furnishings.

The learner will put furnishings in appropriate rooms of the dwelling.

The learner will do comparison shopping for household furnishings.

Suggested Vocabulary:
chair

stove

microwave

washing machine




table

refrigerator
toaster


vacuum cleaner




bed

sink

television (TV)

dryer




nightstand
toilet

computer

can opener




dresser

shower

answering machine
desk




chest

bathtub

sofa


furniture




coffee table
appliances
lamp


fixtures

Suggested Materials:
 pens, pencils, and paper



 computers with internet access (see Suggested Resources below)




 black/white board and chalk/markers

 magazine and newspaper pictures (for display) of vocabulary words




 masking tape

 picture dictionaries

 newspapers/sale catalogs with furniture/appliance ads (enough for all students)




 classified ads from the newspaper (enough copies for all students)




 handouts from the end of this lesson
Suggested Resources:
Go to http://iteslj.org and click on Activities for ESL Students (across the top of the screen).  Under Vocabulary Quizzes click on Easy with Pictures, then on Things in the Kitchen and/or Furniture and Things around the House.  If you have computers with internet in the classroom, or access to a multi-media classroom, or a computer with internet access, screen, and LCD projector, you can do these games/quizzes online.  If not, you can get useful ideas here about constructing teacher-made materials with a similar approach for paper and pencil use in the classroom.

Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Picture Identification, Internet Games/Quizzes, Web Exercise, List and Sorting, Comparison Shopping, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Label the Picture.  Use the handouts at the end of this lesson to introduce some vocabulary.  Have students correctly label the pictures as you go over the vocabulary words.

Our New Home.  Print copies of this five-page picture story—included at the end of this lesson—to use with beginning readers.  The words move and moving will be new.

Internet Quizzes.  Use the quizzes/games given above in Suggested Resources.  One is Things in the Kitchen.  The other is called Furniture and Things around the House.   If you cannot use internet in the classroom, you can still get useful ideas from these quizzes about how to construct teacher-made materials for a paper and pencil approach in the classroom.

List and Sort.  Divide the class into groups.  Each group may use a resource (a picture dictionary or ads from the newspaper).  Each group’s assignment is to make a list of as many pieces of household furniture as they can find, and arrange that list in alphabetical order.  Share the lists through group presentations at the board.  Work on pronunciation.  Are there pieces of furniture that have more than one name (i.e., sofa, couch)?

As an extension activity, ask each group to make a list of as many household appliances as they can.  Put the appliances in order from most to least important.  Each group may then share their list and explain why they ordered the appliances as they did.

Web Exercise.  Use the house handout at the end of this lesson, or make your own. Be sure students understand the word house.  Ask students to name the rooms in a house.  (This allows some review of the previous lesson.)  Write the rooms around the house (kitchen, bath, bedroom, master bedroom, dining room, living room).  Now have students branch out and list things (furniture, appliances, etc.) that one would find in each room.  

Where Would You Put It?  Review the vocabulary words.  Pass out the pictures for each vocabulary word.  On the board, make columns for each room:  kitchen, living room, master bedroom, dining room, bath, and bedroom.  Have students tape the pictures of furniture and appliances in the correct column.

To extend the lesson, you can incorporate giving directions. Give students directions like, “The table goes in the kitchen.  Put the table in the kitchen.”

Show pictures of furniture and have students write sentences that tell where they put the furniture in a house.  Sometimes there is more than one acceptable answer:  i.e., one student may put a table in the kitchen, while another puts it in the dining room.

Wants and Needs.  Discuss the difference between furniture wants and furniture needs.  Students can categorize furniture according to things that they want and that they need.

Going Shopping.  You will need the sale flyers and newspapers for this activity. Talk about where to buy furniture and appliances (for example, yard sales, furniture stores, department stores).  Give students a list of furnishings to find in the sale papers. Have students find each item and write down the price and the store where the item is found.

When they are through, have students look in the classified ads for the same items. Have them find as many as they can and write down the phone number to call and the price of the item.  When they are finished, compare prices and conditions of furniture and appliances found at different locations.

A twist on this shopping assignment is to allocate an amount of money for the class to use to furnish a home (or for a group in the class  to furnish one room in a home).  Using the same resources as above, have the students write the item, the store or classified ad, and the price.  Did each group complete the task within the budget?

Journal Work.  Describe the way your home is furnished.  What would you like to have for your home that you don’t have already?  What is the most important appliance in your home?  Why is it so important?
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Web Exercise

[image: image50.wmf][image: image51.wmf]
[image: image52.wmf][image: image53.wmf][image: image54.wmf]
[image: image55.wmf][image: image56.wmf]
[image: image57.wmf][image: image58.wmf]
[image: image59.wmf][image: image60.wmf]
[image: image61.wmf]
[image: image62.wmf][image: image63.wmf][image: image64.wmf][image: image65.wmf][image: image66.wmf][image: image67.wmf][image: image68.wmf][image: image69.wmf]





 HOUSE
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Our New Home
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O

ur family is moving into a new house.

It has three bedrooms.
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It has a kitchen

and a dining room.
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There is a living room,
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and there are two bathrooms.
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We are happy about our new house.  We move tomorrow.
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M

oving day is sunny.
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We move many things.

We move many things, but the best thing we move into our new home is 

[image: image111.wmf][image: image112.wmf][image: image113.wmf]
[image: image114.wmf][image: image115.wmf]
LOVE.
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Course:  Finding a Place to Live

Unit:  Home Basics

Lesson:  Furniture, Fixtures, and Appliances

Additional Vocabulary:
couch

oven

smoke detector

rug/carpet
coffeemaker
fire extinguisher

cradle/crib
blender

Parts of the Refrigerator

Parts of the Stove
door



burner/eye

drawers



temperature setting

shelves



pre-heat light

crisper



switches/knobs





racks/shelves

Bathroom
mirror

medicine chest or cabinet

vanity

Electronics
stereo

speakers


CD/DVD player

radio

boombox

clock radio

telephone
alarm clock

VCR

tape deck
entertainment center

Discussion Questions:
Is your home decorated?

Do you have art/pictures on the walls?

If yes, who decorated the house?

Is it nicely done?
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