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Course:  Finding a Place to Live

Unit:  Renting vs. Buying

Lesson:  Renting
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Competency Objectives:
The adult learner will gain a general understanding of being a renter.

Suggested Criteria for Success: 
The adult learner will read ads for rental property.

The adult learner will know about tenants’ rights and obligations.

The adult learner will understand the importance of a lease or rental agreement.

Suggested Vocabulary:

rent

tenant

repairs and maintenance






utilities

mowing

classified ads





pet deposit
landlord

security deposit





lease

sublease

building superintendent





appliances

Suggested Materials:
pens, pencils, and paper




newspaper classified ads and/or free apartment guides (enough for each student)




wrapped candy, pencils or other small prizes

handouts from the end of this lesson

a personal copy of Your Rights as a Residential Tenant in North Carolina (See Suggested Resources)

Suggested Resources:
newspapers and/or copies of local publications like The Apartment Locator
guest speaker from the local housing authority

http://www.englishpage.com  Use the search function (with the  set to search Englishpage.com).  Type in getting an apartment and hit click on search.  Choose the entry Weekly Lesson – Getting an Apartment.

http://www.ncdoj.com/consumerprotection/cp_about.jsp  Click on Consumer Tips (left side of screen).  Then choose Landlord-Tenant Booklet for a description of the landlord’s maintenance and repair duties and the tenant’s rights in North Carolina.  The booklet is entitled Landlords’ Maintenance and Repair Duties:  Your Rights as a Residential Tenant in North Carolina.
http://www.ncrec.state.nc.us  Click on site map under the picture of Biltmore.  Scroll down and click on Publications.  Scroll down to the chart and click on Renting Residential Real Estate (in English or Spanish) for answers to questions on renting real estate in North Carolina.

http://www.ncbar.org/public/publications/pamphlets/index.aspx is a list of pamphlets from the NC Bar Association  (Attn: Pamphlet Program PO Box 3688 Cary, NC 27519).  Scroll down and click on Landlords and Tenants to print a PDF brochure.  If you cannot access the address above directly, go to http://www.ncbar.org and use the search space at the upper right corner to look for pamphlets.  Scroll down to This is the Law Pamphlets and click on the URL at the end of that entry.  Scroll down and click on Landlords and Tenants.

http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/FHLaws/index.cfm will take you to information on the Fair Housing Act.  Click on More on the Fair Housing Act.  A printer-friendly version and a version in Spanish are available.  If you cannot access this address directly, try http://www.hud.gov

 and click on fair housing in the left column of the page.  Then click on Fair Housing Laws (left column). Click on More on the Fair Housing Act.  A printer-friendly version and a version in Spanish are available.

http://occ.binghamton.edu is a helpful web site that will provide you with rental agreements, sample damage checklists, leases, and other tools.  Click on Housing, then on Forms, then on Rental Agreement or on Sample Lease.

http://www.homes.com/Content/Articles/Acronyms.cfm  Real Estate Acronyms and Abbreviations.  If you are unable to access this directly, go to http://www.homes.com.  Click on Calculators and Articles, then under Glossary click on Go.

http://list.realestate.yahoo.com/re/selling/common_q_a_about_selling_your_home/what_do_all_of_those_real_estate_acronyms_in_the_ads_mean_/
If the previous direct address does not work, go to http://realestate.yahoo.com and use the search function (upper right corner) to look for What Do All Those Real Estate Acronyms in the Ads Mean? Homegain
Use your favorite search engine to look for Commonly Used Real Estate Abbreviations.

Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Games, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Abbreviation Games. Explain some common abbreviations and what they mean to a renter.  A sample list is given on the next page. 

Give each student a copy of the classified ads or a free renting guide.  Have students work independently or in pairs to find as many abbreviations as they can and write them down.

Stop working and see which student or pair has the most answers.  Give that team a prize.  Let that student (or pair) write their findings on the board and give classmates an opportunity to identify or guess the meanings.  Let others in the class add any abbreviations that are not already on the list.  All copy the list in their Journals.

	Abbreviations



	Lg kit
	Large kitchen
	Off st parking
	Off street parking

	Avail now
	Available now
	2 ba
	Two bathrooms

	DR
	Dining room
	Fridg
	Refrigerator

	Sec system
	Security system
	Nice nbhood
	Nice neighborhood

	FP
	Fireplace
	W/D
	Washer and dryer

	A/C
	air conditioning
	Hdwd flrs
	Hardwood floors

	TH
	Townhouse
	gar
	garage

	furn
	furnished
	Dep reqd
	Deposit required

	LR
	Living room
	Fncd yd
	Fenced yard

	vac
	vacancy
	w/w
	wall to wall

	3br
	Three bedrooms
	$675/mo
	Rent is $675 per month


For another activity, put abbreviations on index cards and hand out to learners.  Hold an elimination reading to see who is left standing.  Use the following list to make your cards:  3 br, 2 ba, Lg kit, Formal DR. LR, gas FP, central air, hdwd flrs, W/D connections, 2 car gar, Fncd yd, Nice Nbhood

The first card should have all the items in the list.  In making the next card, drop one item from the end of the list.  For the third card, drop two items from the end of the list.  Continue until one card has only the first item on the list.

Everyone in the class stands with his/her card.  When you read the first item on the list, no one should sit down.  When you read the second item on the list, one person should sit down.  When you read the third item on the list, another person should sit down, and so on until only one person is left standing.  You can shuffle the cards and repeat the game, calling out items at random.  This approach will result in students sitting down and standing up again.

Tenants and Landlords.  Use the attached handout of questions as a basis for discussion on the rights and responsibilities of renting.  Have a personal copy of The Rights of Tenants or a personal copy of Landlords’ Maintanence and Repair Duties:  Your Rights as a Residential Tenant in North Carolina for your reference.  (See Suggested Resources above.)  Make sure your students understand that a lease is a legal contract.  Answers to the questions are as follows:

1. landlord

2. true

3. landlord

4. an alarm that goes off when there is smoke or fire ---- landlord

5. tenant

6. tenant

7. tenant

8. tenant

9. keep dated receipts or cancelled checks

10. no

11. no

12. no  (you are still liable for the rent)

13. yes

14. true

15. true

Guest Speaker. Arrange for a guest speaker from the local housing authority. Your students can prepare questions for him or her the night before for homework. Important questions to ask may include those about how many people may live in a residence, the responsibilities of the landlord, and the responsibilities of the tenant, and whether or not animals (including farm animals) are allowed. 

Fair Housing Act.  Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Fair Housing Act), as amended, prohibits discrimination in the sale, rental, and financing of dwellings, and in other housing-relate transactions, based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status (including children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women, and people securing custody of children under the age of 18), and handicap (disability). 

The Fair Housing Act covers most housing. In some circumstances, the Act exempts owner-occupied buildings with no more than four units, single-family housing sold or rented without the use of a broker, and housing operated by organizations and private clubs that limit occupancy to members.

Make sure students know that they may not be denied housing on the basis of any of the criteria in bold type above.  Get the point across by asking questions like “Can you be denied housing because you are handicapped?”  “Can you be denied housing because of your nationality?”  “Can you be denied rental property because you cannot pay the deposit?”  

The Cost of Housing.  Use the attached handout (MATH WORKSHEET) to figure out monthly vs. yearly housing costs.  A sample family’s monthly bills are included, as well as a blank chart for your students to use for their own monthly expenses.

Journal Work.  Let students take home the newspapers and real estate booklets that you have brought to class.  Their assignment is to choose three ads for housing that they would like to look at and do the following:

· Copy each ad exactly as it appears in publication.  If there are any words or abbreviations that they do not understand, they may circle them in their copied work.

· Then write out each ad, making the information into full sentences, with the exception that they may include the circled words or abbreviations as they did in the original.

· Finally, write what attracts them to each of the ads that they chose.

Tenants and Landlords

Tenants and Landlords each have responsibilities and rights.  Use the following list for discussion.

1. Who must repair electrical wiring, plumbing, heating and air conditioning, and appliances that are part of the rental property?

2. If something is broken, the tenant needs to notify the landlord in writing.

3. An apartment building has hallways, parking lots, and a laundry room.  These are used by more than one tenant.  Who must repair these? 

4. What are smoke detectors?  Who must provide and repair smoke detectors?

5. Who must clean the inside of rental property?

6. Who must dispose of garbage and trash in a way that is safe and clean?

7. Who must keep the toilets, sinks and tubs clean?

8. Who pays the rent?

9. How can a tenant keep a legal record of rent paid?

10. You have written your landlord about a broken window.  He has not fixed it.  Is it OK for you not to pay the rent until he fixes it?

11. Should you have something fixed and pay for the repairs without your landlord’s agreement?

12. You sign a lease for a year.  You move out after eight months.  Does that end your lease?

13. You sign a lease for a year.  You pay a security deposit of two months rent.  When you move out, you break a window with your furniture.  Your landlord keeps $75.00 of your security deposit to pay for repairs and returns the rest to you in 30 days.  Is this legal?

14. In order to evict a tenant, the landlord must get a court order.

15. Your landlord can charge a fee if you are late with your rent.

MATH WORKSHEET: MONTHLY VS. YEARLY HOUSING COSTS

To change monthly costs to yearly costs, multiply the monthly amount by 12.

Juan pays $500 every month for rent.  His yearly rent is $6000.

500x12=6000

Erin pays $750 every month for rent.  What is her yearly rent?

750x12= _________

To change yearly costs to monthly costs, divide the yearly amount by 12.

Sam pays $6000 a year for rent. His monthly rent is $500. 

6000/12=500

Maria pays $12000 a year for rent.  What is her monthly rent?
______________

The chart below tells what the Lee family’s monthly housing costs are.  What are their yearly costs?

	HOUSING COSTS
	MONTHLY
	YEARLY

	Mortgage or rent
	$880.00
	

	Electric
	$107.00
	

	Phone
	$49.95
	

	Water
	$15.00
	

	Fuel (gas or oil)
	$100.00
	

	Trash Pick Up
	$33.00
	

	Maintenance
	$125.00
	

	TOTAL
	$429.95
	


Now you try!

	HOUSING COSTS
	MONTHLY
	YEARLY

	Mortgage or rent
	
	

	Electric
	
	

	Phone
	
	

	Water
	
	

	Fuel (gas or oil)
	
	

	Trash Pick Up
	
	

	Maintenance
	
	

	TOTAL
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Lesson:  Renting

Additional Vocabulary:
gutters


mowing


sublet

recycling

yard


application fee

garbage service

lawn mower

lease fee

Exercises:  Answers for Handouts (exercises on Articles, on Prepositions, and on To Be) are as follows:

Articles A, An, The

Prepositions In, On, At

To Be 

1. an


1.
in


1.
is

2. the


2.
in


2.
are

3. An


3.
on


3.
Are

4. a


4.
at


4.
am

5. a


5.
on/at


5.
is

6. The


6.
in


6.
is not

7. the


7.
on


7.
are

8. a


8.
at


8.
is

9. the


9.
on


9.
are not

10. the


10.
in


10.
is

11. a  an


11.
in  in


11.
am

12. an


12.
on


12.
am not

13. the


13.
at


13.
are

14. the


14.
on


14.
is not

15. an


15.
in


15.
Are

16. the


16.
at


16.
are not

17. an


17.
in


17.
is not

18. the


18.
in


18.
is, is

19. a


19.
in


19
am

20. a


20.
on


20.
am not

21. on


21.
are

22. in


22.
am

23. at


23.
are not

24. in


24.
is

25. on


25.
am

To Be.  Exercises using the verb to be are included in the Handouts.  Answers for To Be . . . Or Not To Be are as follows: 

1.
is

2.
are

3.
Are

5.
is

6.
is not

7.
are

8.
is

9.
are not

10.
is

11.
am

12.
am not

13.
are

14.
is not

15.
Are

16.
are not

17.
is not

18.
is, is

19
am

20.
am not

The handout entitled Converstions Using To Be is a fill-in-the-blank exercise that can then be used for oral practice, with students reading the parts in pairs.  Go through each dialogue twice so each student can read both parts.  Finally, the exercise can be used for dictation.  Answers for the three sections are as follows:

1.  is  is  Is  is  Are  are  are  are  is  is  is  Are  are  is

2.  is  is  Is  is  Are  are  is  am  Is  am

3.  am  are  is  is  is  is  is  Is  is  is  is  is  is  is  are  are  are  Is  is  is  is  are  are  is  is  is  is  is  is

For the Intermediate or Advanced Level

Class Discussion:
1.  How do you find an apartment or house to rent?

Methods

· Use classified ads.

· For Rent signs in front of properties

· Property Manager

· Word of mouth

2.  Which method is most accessible to people who speak little or no English?

3.  Which methods have your students used?

Articles
A--An--The

1.  I saw __ orange house for rent.

2.  I don't want to cut __ grass.

3.  __ apartment is better for me.

4.  Have you thought about __ mobile home?

5.  I don't want to live in __ trailer park.

6.  __ neighbors can be noisy.

7.  I like that house.  How much is __ rent?

8.  It is $350 __ month.

9.  Who is __ landlord?

10. He lives in __ house next door.

11. Is it __ furnished or __ unfurnished house?

12. It is __ unfurnished house.

13. Good!  I have all __ furniture I need.

14. You should call __ landlord.

15. I did, but there was not __ answer.  

16. Call __ number again later.

17.  Does it have __ electric furnace?

18.  I hope __ furnace is gas.

19.  Does it have __ long lease?

20.  I hope to sign __ short lease.

Prepositions
In--On--At

1.  I want to live __ an apartment.

2.  I prefer to live __ a house.

3.  My apartment is __ Main Street.

4.  I live __ 216 Main Street.

5.  Our parents live __ the corner.

6.  Some of my friends live __ a mobile home.

7.  Their apartment is __ the third floor.

8.  After English class, I will be __ home.

9.  What color are the shutters __ your new house?

10.  I didn't like the apartment I saw.  There were cockroaches __ the kitchen.

11.  Is your house __ the country or __ the city?

12.  Is it __ a paved road?

13.  I have an appointment to see a house __ 10:30 AM.

14.  Can I see it __ Tuesday?

15.  I prefer to go __ the morning.

16.  I work __ night, so mornings are better.

17.  I might be able to go __ the afternoon.

18.  I want to move __ two weeks.

19.  My lease expires __ March.


20.  My landlord wants me to move __ March 31.

21. Will the house be ready __ that day?

22.We are going to use a truck to move __ to our new house.

23.  We can sign the lease __ noon tomorrow.

24. I am glad to be moving __ to a nice neighborhood.

25.  Finding a house __ short notice is great.

To Be . . . Or Not To Be

Present and Present Progressive

Use the Negative Form (am not, are not, is not) if the sentence has a *.  For all other sentences, use the Positive Form (am, are, is).

1. My house _________ nice.

2. When _________ you moving?

3. _________ there three bedrooms?

4. I _________ happy with my new apartment.

5. That _________ a nice neighborhood.

6. *No, water _________ included in the rent.

7. We _________ signing a lease on Thursday.

8. The kitchen _________ small.

9. *No, there _________ two bathrooms.

10. Mr. Thomas _________ our new landlord.

11. I _________ a good tenant.

12. *No, I _________ very good at fixing things.

13. You _________ responsible for your home.

14. *Renting a nice home _________ easy.

15. _________you a pet owner?

16. *Pets _________ popular with landlords.

17. *Mowing grass _________ necessary at an apartment.

18. A yard _________ nice, but it _________ extra work.

19. I _________ trying to find an apartment in the classified ads.

20. *I _________ sure about finding something in the newspaper.

21. Abbreviations _________ hard to understand.

22. I _________ trying to find a good place to live.

23. *The children _________ happy sharing a bedroom.

24. The kind of heat _________ important to me.

25. I _________ allergic to natural gas.

Conversations Using To Be

To be is used to get one kind of information or a yes/no answer.

It is used to ask about things like age, health, feelings, emotions, and identification.


Directions:  Use forms of to be (am, is, are) to fill in the blanks.  In these exercises, am is not used in questions, only in answers.  

Two people are talking, person A and person B. 

A.
Where ______ your apartment?

B.
It ______ on Main Street.

A.
______ it nice?

B.
Yes, it ______!

A.
______ your neighbors friendly?

B.
Some of them ______.

A.
What color ______ the walls?

B.
The walls ______ blue.

A.
How much ______ the rent?

B.
It ______ $450 a  month.

A.
That ______ cheap! ______ there any vacancies?

B.
No, there ______ not.

A.
If there ______ a vacancy, please tell me.

B.
Okay.

----------------------------

A.
Who ______ your landlord?

B.
Her name ______ Mrs. Johnson.

A.
______ she nice?

B.
I think she ______.

A.
______ the appliances new?

B.
No, but they ______ clean.

A.
I want to see your apartment.  When ______ a good time to visit?

B.
I ______ at home after 6:00.

A.
Okay. ______ tomorrow a good day to come?

B.
Sure!  I ______ ready for some visitors.

----------------------------

B.
I ______ glad you ______ here!

A.
So, this ______ your new apartment!

B.
Yes!  I think it ______ great!  I want to show you around.  This
______ the living room.  It has a fireplace.

A.
That ______ very nice.

B.
If it ______ cold, I can have a fire.

A.
______ the heat electric or gas?

B. It ______ gas.

A.
I think gas ______ better.  I hope it ______ not expensive to heat the 
apartment.

B.
No.  Follow me.  This ______ the kitchen.

A.
Wow!  It ______ big!

B. I like a big kitchen.

A.
Cooking ______ something I enjoy.

B.
Me too!

A.
What kind of windows ______ those?

B.
Those ______ storm windows.  They ______ better than just 
windows.

A.
______ that a dishwasher?

B.
Yes, it ______.

A.
How much ______ your water bill?

B.
It ______ about $25 a month.  Let me show you the bedrooms next.

A.
There ______ lots of closets.

B.
Closets are great!

A.
They sure ______!

B.
Here __ the guest bedroom.  It ______ smaller than the other 
bedroom.

A.
Very nice.

B.
In here ______ the master bedroom.

A.
Your apartment ______ terrific!

B.
Thanks!

A.
I can't believe your rent ______ only $450.

B.
It ______ a great price.
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