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Course:  Basic Information

Unit:  The Calendar

Lesson:  Months of the Year

Thirty days hath September,

April, June, and November;

All the rest have thirty-one

Except February alone:

Which has twenty-eight, in fine,

And each leap year twenty-nine.*
*The origin of this poem is obscure, but the use of Olde English dates it to at least the 16th century.  Many variations exist.

NOTE:  In Spanish the months of the year are not capitalized.  They are as follows:  enero, febrero, marzo, abril, mayo, junio, julio, agosto, septiembre, octubre, noviembre, diciembre.

Competency Objectives:
The learner will demonstrate knowledge of the names of the twelve months.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Learners may demonstrate competence by

 recognizing and sorting the months in order

 completing cloze exercises correctly

 writing the months with prompts

 writing the months without prompts

 matching months with their abbreviations

Suggested Vocabulary:
January

July

Jan.
Jul.

before




February
August

Feb.
Aug.

after




March

September
Mar.
Sept.

month




April

October

Apr.
Oct.

day




May

November
May
Nov.

year




June

December
Jun.
Dec.

leap year
Suggested Materials:
Handouts from the end of this lesson.

If you have the necessary equipment access, make overhead transparencies of your selected handouts for use in the classroom.

Large Calendar (desk blotter size is good) and a small calendar to show and reference as needed.

Scissors.

Computer/internet/printer access for advanced students.

Suggested Resources:
http://www.sldirectory.com/cal.html#date.  Calendars:  a Guide to Locating Events for Each Day of the Year.  (good source of teacher information)

http://calendarhome.com or http://www.calendarhome.com/tyc/ A 10,000 year calendar site.  You can enter the year and month.  A printable version of the calendar is available. 

http://physics.nist.gov/GenInt/Time/ancient.html  Ancient Calendars. 

http://www.calendarzone.com/Historic/  A list of calendar websites.

http://webexhibits.org/calendars/calendar-chinese.html   Click on What is the Current Year in the Chinese Calendar?
http://www.new-year.co.uk/chinese/calendar.htm  Chinese New Year Calendar.

http://www.c-c-c.org/chineseculture/festival/newyear/newyear.html  Celebration of the Chinese New Year.

Suggested Methods:
Chain Drill, Cloze, Numeracy, Matching, Sorting

Some Suggested Steps

Introduction.  What is a calendar?  For advanced learners, you may want to use the handout from the end of this lesson called The Calendar.  For lower levels, give some oral introduction such as this:  


A year is the time it takes the earth to circle the sun.

We use a sun calendar.  There are other calendars.

People have always kept time by the sun, the moon, and the stars.

See if students can share information about other calendars.  (You may or may not get information on Aztec, Chinese, Egyptian, Hebrew, Indian, Lunar, Myan, or other calendars.)  You might talk about the Chinese New Year.  When is it celebrated in this year?  (The Chinese New Year is celebrated on the first day of the First Moon of the lunar calendar.)

Write the months of the year across the board.  Write the abbreviations under each month.  

There is a handout at the end of this lesson for students to draw a line from the full spelling of a month to the abbreviation of the month.

Chain Drill.  Work on the names of the months.  Have students pronounce them.  You could use chain drill with each student pronouncing all the months or each student pronouncing one month in sequence as you move around the room.

Numeracy.  Review ordinal numerals from first – seventh.  Review pronunciation of numbers eight – twelve.  Teach ordinal numerals eighth – twelfth.

Ask students to name the first month, the seventh month, the eleventh month, etc.  Make your questions and responses in complete sentences, i.e., “What is the first month?”  The desired response is in sentence form:  “January is the first month.”

Teach also before and after.  What month comes before October?  What month comes after May?

You may expand your uses of ordinal numbers by talking about such topics as the floors of a building, grades in school, or people standing in line.

Matching.  Using the handout from the end of this lesson, ask learners to match the name of the month with a picture representation of that month and then lay out the months in order.   This activity can be done alone, or in pairs (Complete the matching by working together, or each member of a pair may get half a year).  In another approach, each person in the class may get part of a year and must find a partner who has the rest of the year.  This last method of matching requires dividing the year at less expected places, i.e., March – August and September – February, so that each person will have only one partner whose months match up with his/hers.  NOTE:  For literacy level students, use the matching activity for month names and abbreviations.

Cloze.  Practice spelling the months in a cloze activity.  This activity can be adjusted for level of difficulty.  See suggestions on the next page.

Easier:   Jan___y,   F___uary,   M__rch,   Ap____,  M_____,    J_____e,   J__ly,   A___ust, 

              Sep_______,   O____ber,   N_______ber,   Dec____b____.

Harder:  J___________,  F___________,  M__________,  A__________,  M_____y,  J________e,

              Ju__________,  Au___________,  S_____________,  O____________,   N____________,

              D____________.

Harder still:  Do not give the months in calendar order.

Remembering the Number of Days.  Teach the number of days per month by using the rhyme at the top of this lesson (or the variation thereof that is your personal favorite).  Another means is to count the knuckles and valleys across the back of your closed fist (http://www.eudesign.com/mnems/dayspcm.htm).  Put your hands palm down and then close each into a fist.  Starting with the left hand, each month that falls on a knuckle has 31 days.  The months that fall on a valley between knuckles has 30 days except for February, which has 28 (29 on leap year). 

Leap Year.  Every four years is a leap year.  In a leap year, February has 29 days instead of 28.

Calendar Work.  Give each student the handout of a blank calendar page.  Fill it in for the current month.  Mark the holidays, birthdays of any class members, and special classroom activities such as parties or field trips.

Move into the dictation of Kieko’s Busy Day from the end of this lesson.  Review the following vocabulary of expressions for calendars before you do the dictation.

ordinal numbers (1-30)

last weekend

today



the 1st of the month

yesterday


the following day

tomorrow


the first Monday of every month

this weekend


the last Monday of every month

If completing Kieko’s Busy Day as a dictation is too difficult for your students, give learners a copy of Keiko’s calendar and the list of Keiko’s activities.  Let the learners work together to complete the calendar.  It may be helpful to circle June 17 as “today” since the next two activities are dependent on this information.  Using an overhead transparency is also helpful in working through this lesson.

For Advanced Students.  If you have a mixed class with some advanced students, you may be able to use the following interest activities for them while you are working with the rest of the class on other topics.

Personal Calendar.  If you do have access to one or more computers with internet and a printer, advanced students can print a calendar for the month they were born at http://calendarhome.com.  Click on 10,000 Year Calendar, enter data, scroll down and click on Click Here for Printable Version.  Students can find events on the day of their birth at http://www.dmarie.com/timecap/ or http://www.scopesys.com/anyday/
Leap Years.   Every fourth year is a leap year.  We typically figure leap years by simple addition:  If 2004 is a leap year, then so is 2008, 2012, etc.  Division lets us figure which years from our past and in our future were/will be leap years. 

If a year is evenly divisible by 4, then it is a leap year. 

If a century (1500, 1600, 1700, etc.) is evenly divisible by 400, then it is a leap year. 

Make up a list of problems for students to solve.  For example,

If the year 2004 is a leap year, when is the next leap year?

Will 2015 be a leap year?

Was 1776 a leap year?

What year were you born?  Was it a leap year?

What year did you first come to America?  Was it a leap year?

Upon completion of their problem-solving, let students check their work using a copy of the Leap Year chart, 1584 – 2016. 

The following are all leap year calculators:

http://www.onlineconversion.com/leapyear.htm   Leap Year Calculator, or try

http://www.onlineconversion.com  Click on Miscellaneous, then click on Leap Year.

http://javascript.internet.com/calculators/leap-year.html  Put 1900 – 2000 in Years Within a Range and click on List Years.  If you are unable to access the site directly, go to http://javascript.internet.com  Click on calculators.  Enter leap year in the search space and click on search.  Click on Is it a Leap Year?  What About in 1900?
http://www.myparentime.com/calculators/calculator27.shtml  Put 1900 – 2000 in Years Within a Range and click on List Years.  If you are unable to access the site directly, go to http://www.myparentime.com and click on site search in the list on the right side of the screen.  Type in calculator leap year and click on go.  Click on the appropriate result.

http://convertalot.com/leapyear.html Put 1900 – 2000 in Years Within a Range and click on List Years.  If you are unable to access the site directly, go to http://convertalot.com.  Type calculator leap year in the site search space and click on go.  Click on the Leap Year result.

http://allchin.net/converter/leapyear.html  Put 1900 – 2000 in Years Within a Range and click on List Years.  If you are unable to access the site directly, go to http://allchin.net.  Type calculator leap year in the site search space and click on go.  Click on Leap Year Calculator.
The Calendar
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                                                                                                                        (graphics from http://www.designedtoat.com/weather.htm )

People have always kept time by the sun, the moon, and the stars.

· A day is the time it takes the earth to turn around once.

· A month is the time it takes the moon to go around the earth

· A year is the time it takes the earth to go around the sun.

The first Roman calendar had ten months.  It began in March and ended in December.  About 700 B.C., the second king of Rome (Numa Pompilius) added January and February.  He began the year in January.

The months of the year are named for gods and goddesses, emperors, and numbers.

	January is named for Janus, the Roman god of doorways.  He protects the door to heaven. 
	July is named for Julius Caesar.

	Febraury is named for Februa, a Roman festival.
	August is named for the first Roman emperor, Augustus. 

	March is names for Mars, the Roman god of war.
	September is from the Latin for seven (septuem).  September was the seventh month in the first Roman calendar. 

	April is named for Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love.


	October is from the Latin for eight (octo).  October was the eighth month in the first Roman calendar..

	We think May is named for Maiesta, the Roman goddess of honor.


	November is from the Latin for nine (novem).  November was the the ninth month in the first Roman calendar..

	June is named for Juno, the Roman goddess of marriage.


	December is from the Latin for ten (decem).  December was the tenth month in the first Roman calendar..


Leap Years from 1584

	
	1600
	
	
	
	2000

	
	1604
	1704
	1804
	1904
	2004

	
	1608
	1708
	1808
	1908
	2008

	
	1612
	1712
	1812
	1912
	2012

	
	1616
	1716
	1816
	1916
	2016

	
	1620
	1720
	1820
	1920
	2020

	
	1624
	1724
	1824
	1924
	2024

	
	1628
	1728
	1828
	1928
	2028

	
	1632
	1732
	1832
	1932
	2032

	
	1636
	1736
	1836
	1936
	2036

	
	1640
	1740
	1840
	1940
	2040

	
	1644
	1744
	1844
	1944
	2044

	
	1648
	1748
	1848
	1948
	2048

	
	1652
	1752
	1852
	1952
	2052

	
	1656
	1756
	1856
	1956
	2056

	
	1660
	1760
	1860
	1960
	2060

	
	1664
	1764
	1864
	1964
	2064

	
	1668
	1768
	1868
	1968
	2068

	
	1672
	1772
	1872
	1972
	2072

	
	1676
	1776
	1876
	1976
	2076

	
	1680
	1780
	1880
	1980
	2080

	1584
	1684
	1784
	1884
	1984
	2084

	1588
	1688
	1788
	1888
	1988
	2088

	1592
	1692
	1792
	1892
	1992
	2092

	1596
	1696
	1796
	1896
	1996
	2096


Draw a line from each month to the abbreviation for the month.

January



Mar.

February



Nov.

March



Sept.

April




Aug.

May




Dec.

June




Feb.

July




Jan.

August



May

September


Apr.

October



Jun.

November


Jul.

December


Oct.
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	February
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	March
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	April
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	May
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	June
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	July
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	August

	[image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf]  
	September

	[image: image17.wmf]
	October

	[image: image18.wmf]   [image: image19.wmf]
	November
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	December


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Month                                                                                                                                                                                               Year

S_____________          M_____________       T_____________         W_____________        T_____________         F_____________          S_____________

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Keiko’s Busy Schedule

An Intermediate Level Calendar Dictation

Directions:  June is a busy month for Keiko.  Write each activity on the calendar for the appropriate date.

l.     Today is the 17th.  Keiko has a doctor’s appointment.

2.
Yesterday Keiko went to the movies with her friends.

3.
Tomorrow Keiko will go to a concert.

4.
This weekend Keiko will go to the beach.

5.
Last weekend she went to Raleigh.

6.
On the 1st of the month Keiko went to the dentist.

7.
On the 5th she went to a party.

8.
On the following day she went bowling.

9.
On the 25th Keiko is going to a soccer game.

10.
On the following day she will go to a wedding.

11.
On the first Monday of every month Keiko goes to the library.

12.
On the last Monday of every month Keiko goes out to eat with her friends.

13.
On the 30th Keiko is going to the aquarium.

14.
On the 22nd she is going to a museum.

15.
On the 9th she went to the zoo

Vocabulary:
doctor


dentist


library

movie


party


restaurant

concert


bowling

aquarium

beach


soccer game

museum

Raleigh

wedding

zoo
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Calendar Activity

Keiko’s Busy Schedule

Directions:  June is a busy month for Keiko.

Write each activity on the calendar for the 
appropriate date.

	June



	Sun.


	Mon.
	Tues.
	Wed.
	Thurs.
	Fri.
	Sat.



	
	
	1


	2


	3


	4


	5



	6


	7


	8


	9


	10


	11


	12



	13


	14


	15


	16


	17


	18


	19



	20


	21


	22


	23


	24


	25


	26



	27


	28


	29


	30
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