LESSON 4

WHAT DOES THE LAW SAY?

This lesson introduces information on fair housing laws.

Learning Objectives:

1. Students will identify the fair housing laws that effect them.

2. Students will define new vocabulary.

3. Students will identify examples of housing discrimination.

Casas Competencies:

1.  1.4.5  Interpret information about tenant rights…

2.  5.3.2  Identify individual legal rights…

Materials Needed:

1.  A copy of worksheets 4-A, 4-B, 4-C, and 4-D for each student.

Suggested Activities:

1. Distribute worksheet 4-A and read the text aloud as a class.  Discuss and define new vocabulary.  Encourage class discussion by asking if any students have been discriminated against while trying to rent or purchase a place to live. Also ask students if they had the freedom to choose to live wherever they wanted in their home countries.

2. Distribute worksheet 4-B and review the vocabulary words.

3. Distribute worksheet 4-C.  Have students take turns reading the examples out loud.  After each example, discuss the illegality of the situation according to the Fair Housing Act.

4. Distribute worksheet 4-D and tell students to keep it for future reference if they ever think they have been discriminated against and need assistance.

WORKSHEET 4-A

In America, you can choose where you will live.  As long as you can afford the cost of the housing, the government can’t tell you where to live. 
The Fair Housing Act is a law that says what your rights are.  The law says that a person’s race, color, national origin, religion, familial status, or handicap can’t be a reason to deny them housing.  The law also says;

*a landlord  or apartment /condominium can’t refuse to rent to a person because they have children (unless the neighborhood has been named a housing area for older persons).

*a landlord can’t refuse to rent to someone because he has a physical or mental disability.
*a landlord can’t refuse to let you make changes to the rental property if necessary for a disabled person to use the housing.
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WORKSHEET 4-B

Vocabulary

Race=a group of people who are of the same nationality, from the same geographical area, or a group of people who share a common ancestry

Color=the color of a person’s skin

National origin=the country where a person was born

Religion=belief in a God or the supernatural

Sex=female (woman) or male (man)

Familial status=if the family has children or does not have children

Handicap=a person who is not able to perform one or more body functions ( example: seeing, hearing etc.)

Deny=to not let someone do something or to not let someone have something

Landlord= a person who owns a house or an apartment and lets another person live in it for money  

Refuse=to not let someone do something or have something

Rental property=a house, apartment, condominium, or land that someone owns and rents to someone else

Disabled =see “handicap”

Physical disability=a disability in a person’s body

Mental disability= a disability in a person’s brain that effects how they think and act

WORKSHEET 4-C

Example 1

Maria Ramirez started looking for an apartment two months ago.  The first apartment that she say was perfect for her.  The apartment manager seemed happy to show it to her.   When Maria came back the next day to fill out the application, she had her three children with her.  The manager looked at her children and said the apartment was suddenly not available for rent.  Maria asked the manager what was the reason for the change.  The manager said that she didn’t realize that Maria had children, but that the apartment was already taken.

Example 2

Mark Johnson had lived in his apartment for 4 years when the apartments were purchased by a new management company.  All of the people who lived in the apartments were black.  After the purchase, the new manager evicted all of the tenants.  His said he would be doing big renovations that would mean an increase in rent.  The “big” renovations were finished in only three days.  Mark found that the new manager had a pattern of buying buildings and evicting black people.

Vocabulary

Purchase=to buy something with money

Evicted=to make someone move out of a rental property

Tenant=someone who rents a place to live

Renovation=to repair or change the house or apartment

Pattern=something that happens again and again

WORKSHEET 4-D

For an internet handout, go to http://fairhousinglaw.org.  Click on What You Should Do (left column).
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