Competency:  Understand the 3 Branches of the United States Government

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with an understanding of the three branches of the U.S. government.

This lesson plan includes:

1. 3 Branches of Government Pre-Test

2. 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary Flash Cards

3. 3 Branches of Government Picture Cards

4. 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary

5. 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary Matching 

6. 3 Branches of Government Summary
7. 3 Branches of Government Which Branch?

8. 3 Branches of Government Diagram

9. 3 Branches of Government Conversation (Parts 1-4)

10. 3 Branches of Government Comprehensive Test
11. 3 Branches of Government Post-Test

12. 3 Branches of Government Board Game

13. 3 Branches of Government Tree and Apples

14. 3 Branches of Government Executive Branch Game Questions

15. 3 Branches of Government Judicial Branch Game Questions

16. 3 Branches of Government Legislative Branch Game Questions

17. 3 Branches of Government Rules for “Running for Government”
Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is multiple choice with vocabulary words and phrases.  The second part tests oral proficiency. 



	Approximate Time:  3 hours 


	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English and be able to follow simple directions.  Students must know cardinal and ordinal numbers.  Students need a general understanding of the concept of democracy and the idea of elected representatives.  The lesson “Name the Current President should be taught before this lesson.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:  
advisor(s)

Cabinet

citizen(s)

court(s)

elect

federal

make

President

Vice-President



	Vocabulary: 

Congress

enforce

executive branch

House of Representatives

interpret

judicial branch

laws

legislative branch

Senate

Supreme Court

	Optional Vocabulary:

senator(s)

Congressman (Congressmen)



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, and picture cards.


	Equipment Needed: Portable cassette recorder and blank cassette tapes.


	Activities:  

1. Give the 3 Branches of Government Pre-Test.

a. The first section is multiple-choice sentence completion.  Do the first question orally.  Make sure students understand that they are to circle only one answer choice.

b. The next section of the Pre-Test is the oral component.  Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, tell the correct vocabulary word for each definition that the instructor calls out.  Be sure to write down his/her exact response in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)
c. Grade the student on a scale of 1-5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns of the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.

d. Optional:  You may give 3 Branches of Government Comprehensive Tests.

2. Explain purpose of lesson (to learn about the 3 branches of government).

3. Review the prerequisite vocabulary words.

4. Ask students if any of their native governments are similar to our government.  Discuss as appropriate.  Write any new vocabulary words on the board for reference or review as the lesson progresses.

5. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary.  Use and display the 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.

b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.

c. As a class, work on the 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary Matching and further discuss words.

6. Have the students follow along as you read the 3 Branches of Government Summary and check for comprehension.  Use 3 Branches of Government Pictures Cards to reinforce reading.

7. Allow students time to work with a partner in reading the 3 Branches of Government Summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

8. For further practice with the 3 branches of government, use 3 Branches of Government Which Branch?  Allow students to work individually or in pairs.  Review answers orally.
9. For a visual representation of the 3 branches of government, use 3 Branches of Government Diagram.  Do the first one together, and then allow students to work in pairs.  Review answers orally.
10. To practice conversation, use 3 Branches of Government Conversation (Parts 1-4).  (These conversations are fairly difficult and should not be given all at once.  After the students’ master one part, give them the remaining parts one at a time.  You may want to use some parts of the conversations as follow-up activities.)  Once again, check for comprehension.  Use pictures to back up the information.

a. Read the first conversation aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.
b. Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.
c. Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.
d. Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.
e. Repeat the same process for conversations two through four.
13. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the 3 Branches of Government Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the 3 Branches of Government Pre-Test.
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements. 


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.
3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.

4. Instructor generated assessments.


	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Have students draw apples from a bag and have them fill in the tree using 3 Branches of Government Tree and Apples.  (This is life size tree representing the 3 branches of government and could not be included as an electronic file.  For more information on this or a picture of the tree, please contact Melinda Hefner at mhefner@caldwell.cc.nc.us or (828) 726-2245.

2. Review the questions on each of the 3 Branches of Government Comprehensive Tests.  You may want to do one per class session, and test students on the questions the following class session.

3. Once all three have been taught, let students play the 3 Branches of Government Board Game.  Print the 3 Branches of Government Executive, Judicial, and Legislative Branch Game Questions on three different colors of card stock paper and cut these apart.  Give each student a pawn. You will also need a die for the game.  

Players roll the die and advanced the number of spaces shown on the die.  Each space indicates a category from which the player must answer a question (Legislative, Executive, or Judicial Branch). If a correct answer is given, the player may roll the die on his/her next turn and advance.  If an incorrect answer is given, the player may not roll the die on his/her next turn and must attempt another question from the same category.  The first player to reach the finish line wins.

4. Invite elected officials to speak to the class about the 3 Branches of Government.

5. Students can make up their own sentences with vocabulary.

6. Students can create their own dialogues using the gained information.

7. Write the president a letter.

8. Write other elected officials a letter.

9.  Have students play “Running for Government Game.”  Use the 3 Branches of Government Rules for “Running for Government”.
10. Play other games such as Tic-Tac-Toe and Jeopardy using questions about the three branches of government.
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