3 Branches of Government

Vocabulary

1. [image: image1.wmf]Congress
the Senate and the House of Representatives


2. [image: image2.wmf]enforce
to make people obey or follow the laws


3. [image: image3.wmf]executive branch
branch that enforces Federal laws (President and Vice-President, President’s cabinet and advisors)




4. [image: image4.wmf]House of Representatives
the 1st house of Congress; makers of Federal Laws




5. interpret
to explain; to translate

6. [image: image5.wmf]judicial branch
branch that interprets and judges Federal laws

(Supreme Court, Federal Courts)




7. laws
rules that the government makes



8. legislative branch
branch that makes Federal laws;  Congress

9. [image: image6.wmf]Senate
the 2nd house of Congress; makers of Federal Laws


10. [image: image7.wmf]Supreme Court
the highest court in the United States; interpreters of the Federal Laws




3 Branches of Government

Vocabulary Matching

Directions:  Draw a line from the word to the correct definition.

1. enforce
to explain; to translate



2. interpret 
branch that makes Federal laws 



3. legislative branch 
the Senate and the House of Representatives



4. executive branch
to make people obey or follow the laws



5. Congress 
the 2nd House of Congress



6. judicial branch
branch that enforces Federal laws



7. laws
the 1st House of Congress



8. Supreme Court
branch that interprets and judges Federal Laws



9. Senate
rules that the government makes



10. House of 

Representatives
the highest court in the United States



3 Branches of Government

Summary

The 3 Branches of the U.S. [image: image8.wmf]Government

There are 3 branches of the United States Government.  The 3 branches are the legislative branch, the executive branch and the judicial branch.

The legislative branch makes our country's laws.  The executive branch enforces our country's laws.  The judicial branch interprets our country's laws.

The legislative branch is also called Congress.  Congress has two houses.  They are the House of Representatives and the Senate.  There are 435 congressmen and 100 senators.  They are elected by the citizens of the United States.

The executive branch is made up of the president, the vice-president, the cabinet, and the president's special advisors.  The president is elected for 4 years and may serve no more than two terms. 

The judicial branch is made up of the many federal courts in the U.S.  The highest court in the U.S. is the Supreme Court.  There are 9 Supreme Court Justices.  There is one Chief Justice and 8 Associate Justices.

3 Branches of Government

Which Branch?

Directions:  Write the branch of government each belongs to.

1. President



___________________

2. Congress



___________________

3. Supreme Court


___________________

4. Senate




___________________

5. Vice President


___________________

6. House of Representatives
___________________

3 Branches of Government

Diagram

Directions:  Write the words in the box in the appropriate places on the diagram.

federal courts


Congress



President

judicial branch


Supreme Court


Senate

legislative branch

Vice President


Cabinet

executive branch

House of Representatives

[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]
makes the laws
enforces the laws
interprets and judges the laws



federal courts
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Conversation:  Part One

Speaker One:
Excuse me.  Do you understand the U.S. Government?



Speaker Two:
Sure.  What would you like to know?






Speaker One:  
How many branches are there?



Speaker Two:
There are 3 branches: the legislative branch, the executive branch, and the judicial branch.






Speaker One:  
What is the duty or job of each branch?



Speaker Two:
The legislative branch makes the laws.  The executive branch enforces the laws.  The judicial branch interprets the laws.






Speaker One:
Thanks for your help.  I understand now.



Speaker Two:
You are welcome.  Have a great day.






Speaker One:
You too.  Good bye.
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Conversation:  Part Two

Speaker One:
What is the legislative branch?



Speaker Two:
The legislative branch is Congress.  They make the federal laws of the United States.






Speaker One:  
What are federal laws?



Speaker Two:
They are laws for all of the United States.






Speaker One:  
How many houses are in Congress?



Speaker Two:
There are two houses in Congress.  






Speaker One:
What is the first house?



Speaker Two:
The first house is The House of Representatives.  There are 435 representatives in the United States.  






Speaker One:
What is the second house called?



Speaker Two:  
The second house is called The Senate.  There are 100 senators, two for each state.






Speaker One:  
Thanks for your help.



Speaker Two:  
You are welcome.  Have a wonderful day.
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Conversation:  Part Three

Speaker One:
Hello.  How are you?



Speaker Two:
I am fine, but I need help understanding the executive branch.  Can you help me?






Speaker One:  
Sure. The executive branch is the president, the vice-president, the cabinet, and the president’s special advisors.



Speaker Two:
What does the executive branch do?






Speaker One:  
They enforce the federal laws of the U.S.



Speaker Two:
How long do we elect the president?






Speaker One:
Four years.



Speaker Two:
Thanks a lot for your help.






Speaker One:
You are welcome.
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Conversation:  Part Four

Speaker One:
I need help with the judicial branch of the U.S. government.



Speaker Two:
Okay, what would you like to know?






Speaker One:  
What is the judicial branch?



Speaker Two:
The judicial branch is made up of the federal courts of the United States.  It judges and interprets federal laws.




Speaker One:  
How many courts are there?



Speaker Two:
There are many courts, but the highest court is the Supreme Court.




Speaker One:
How many judges are there in the Supreme Court?



Speaker Two:
There are nine judges; one Chief Justice and eight Associate Justices.




Speaker One:
Who elects the judges?



Speaker Two:
Judges are not elected.  They are appointed by the president for life or until they retire.




Speaker One:
You have been very helpful.  Thanks for all of your help.



Speaker Two:
You are very welcome.  I hope I can help again soon.
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