Competency:  Describe Easter

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with Easter and will be able to describe this holiday upon completion of this lesson.
This lesson plan includes:

1. Easter Pre-Test

2. Easter Picture Flash Cards

3. Easter Vocabulary Flash Cards

4. Easter Vocabulary
5. Easter Vocabulary Matching

6. Easter Word Search

7. Easter Word Search Answer Key

8. Easter Read About Easter

9. Easter Adjectives 
10. Easter Post-Test

11. Easter Optional Handout: Homonyms

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ listening skills, vocabulary recognition, and oral ability.  The first part is a listening skills activity related to vocabulary words.  The second part is sentence completion.  The third part tests oral proficiency.


	Approximate Time:  3 hours


	Prerequisite Skills: Students should know how to read and follow simple directions in English.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

alive

April

candy

celebrate(d)

children

color(s)
dead

March

spring

Sunday

toy(s)


	Vocabulary: 

dye (dyeing)

Easter

Easter basket(s)

Easter bunny

Easter egg(s)

Easter egg hunt(s)

Easter Sunday

jelly bean(s)

Jesus Christ

remember

resurrection


	Optional Vocabulary:

sundae

die

ate

eight



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement.


	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder and blank cassette tapes.


	Activities:

1. Give students the Easter Pre-Test.

a. The first part is a listening activity.  Explain to students that you are going to call out some words.  They are to circle the word they hear.  Do the example together.  Be sure students understand what to do.  Call out the following words:

1. jelly beans

2. Easter

3. remember

4. basket

5. eggs

6. hunt

7. dye

8. bunny

b. The second page is multiple choice.  Tell students they are to circle the word that completes the sentence.
c. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, show each student, one at a time, each of the Easter Picture Flash Cards, and ask for the vocabulary word.  For the vocabulary words that do not have pictures (Easter, Easter Sunday, and remember), simply call out their definitions.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)  
d. Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and the Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform the task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.
2. Explain the purpose of the lesson (to learn about and be able to describe Easter).

3. Write the prerequisite vocabulary words on the board or flip chart.  Discuss their meanings and answer any questions the students may have about them.

4. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give the students Easter Vocabulary.  Use and display the Easter Picture Flash Cards and the Easter Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.
b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.

c. For vocabulary practice, give students Easter Vocabulary Matching.  Students should complete this sheet independently.  Review answers orally.
d. Give students Easter Word Search.  Students should complete this sheet independently.  Check answers orally as a group.  Easter Word Search Answer Key is provided.  
5. Give each student Easter Read About Easter.

a. Read the passage aloud to the students.

b. Ask individual students to read one paragraph.  Instruct other students to circle the vocabulary words in the passage as they listen.

c. Ask the class to call out the vocabulary words they circled.  Write them on the board as they call them out.

6. For a grammar lesson, use Easter Adjectives.  This was printed from the following web page: http://www.johnsesl.com/printables/holidays/easter/adjbasket.html.  Use the instructional box to review what an adjective is.  Do this worksheet as a class.  Write the adjectives that students provide on the board and provide meanings for them as necessary.  Some students may be able to complete this sheet independently.  
7. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Easter Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Easter Pre-Test.
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1.
Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets/handouts.
3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.

4. Instructor generated assessments.


	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Easter Optional Handout: Homonyms introduces the concept of homonyms to the students.  Use the instructional box to explain what a homonym is.  Talk about “die” and “dye,” “Sunday” and “sundae,” and “ate” and “eight.”  Ask for others that they may know of.  You may want to teach other number homonyms such as “one” and “won,“ “two” and “to,” and four” and “for.”  (Notice that “too” is not included, as beginning students aren’t ready for this word.)
2. Dye Easter eggs in your class.  Have an egg-decorating contest.

3. Have an Easter egg hunt.  To make things interesting, you could put one word of a secret message in each egg.  Have the students figure out the secret message once they have found all of the eggs.

4. Bring in a jar of jellybeans.  Have students guess how many are in the jar.  Award the jar of jelly beans to the person whose guess is the closest.

5. Have students talk and/or write about how Easter is celebrated in their countries.  Perhaps they have pictures to share.

6. Visit the following websites for fun Easter activities:
a. www.holidays.net/easter/
b. www.wilstar.com/holidays/easter.htm
c. www.night.net/easter/
7. The following web pages contain interactive computer activities for students:
a. http://www.bonus.com/bonus/card/easter_click.html?referrer=90311A
b. http://www.billybear4kids.com/holidays/easter/fun.htm
8. Have students write sentences using the vocabulary.
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