
Competency:  Understand the American Government

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with an understanding of the difference among local, state, and federal governments.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. American Government Pre-Test

2. American Government Vocabulary Flash Cards

3. American Government Vocabulary 

4. American Government The Three Types of Government
5. American Government Vocabulary Matching

6. American Government Which Level of Government?

7. American Government Your Leaders

8. American Government Grammar:  Their and There

9. American Government Post-Test
10. Referenced books and text

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is a sentence completion with vocabulary words.  The second part is a grammar component using “their” and “there”.  The third part test oral proficiency.  


	Approximate Time: 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English and have a basic understanding of the concept of governments, cities, states, the United States, and the president. 

Prerequisite Vocabulary: 

city (cities)
state(s)
country 
congress   

government   

highest 

leader(s)
president

legislative branch

judicial branch

executive branch  

United States  



	Vocabulary: 

community   

congressman

democracy

federal government

governor

level(s)   

local government

mayor(s)
representative(s)

state government

vote



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement.


	Equipment Needed: Portable cassette recorder and blank cassette tapes.


	Activities:  

1. Give the American Government Pre-Test.
a. The first part tests vocabulary knowledge.  Students will read each sentence and fill in the blank with a word from the box.

b. The second part tests students’ usage of “their” and “there.”

c. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, tell the instructor the correct word of the definition the instructor reads to the student.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)
d. Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:   Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.
2. Explain purpose of lesson (to learn about the three levels of government in the United States). 

3. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the American Government Vocabulary.  Use and display the American Government Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.

b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.

4. Have the students follow along as you read out loud American Government Three Types of Government.  Discuss and check for comprehension.  
a. Allow students time to work with a partner in reading this summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

5. Give students American Government Vocabulary Matching.  Review answers orally.

6. For more practice with the three levels of government, use American Government Which Level of Government?  Have students complete this sheet individually.  Review answers orally.  Review the three levels if necessary.

7. Together fill in the American Government Your Leaders.  Write the answers on the board.  Pronounce each name carefully and have students repeat the names out loud.

8. For a grammar lesson, use American Government Grammar:  Their and There.  Write both words on the board.  Say each word.  Invite students to repeat the words. Use the instructional box to explain the difference between these two words.  Provide other examples if necessary.  (There are 4 women in this class.  This is their table.)  If students seem to understand the lesson, instruct them to complete the exercises independently.  Review answers orally.  If students seem confused, do the worksheet as a group activity.

9.  Wrap-up this lesson by giving the American Government Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the American Government Pre-Test.
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.
2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.
4. Instructor generated assessments.


	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Have students write sentences using vocabulary from this lesson.

2. Play a game using the information gained in this lesson.

3. Students can create own dialogues using the gained information.

4. Have students write letters to local, state, and/or federal leaders for actual mailing.  Have them read their letters aloud to the class.  Read any responses they receive.

5. Invite elected officials to speak to the class about the 3 branches of government.
6. Visit any of the follow websites to learn more about the American Government:

a. Visit www.house.gov to find out more about the representatives from your state, see pictures of them, and find out how to contact them.

b. Visit www.senate.gov to find out more about the senators from your state, see pictures of them, and find out how to contact them.

c. Visit www.uscourts.gov to find out more information about the U.S. federal courts.

d. Visit www.firstgov.gov - the official web portal of the U.S. government.

e. Visit http://www.findnc.org/nccounty.html for additional information about local government in North Carolina counties.

f. Visit http://www.ci.lenoir.nc.us/ to find out more information about the local government in Lenoir, North Carolina. (City of Lenoir website)

g. Visit http://www.co.caldwell.nc.us/ to find out more information about the local government in Caldwell County. The website http://www.co.caldwell.nc.us/depart/manager/manager.html is a direct link to the county manager.

h. Visit http://www.ncleg.net/homePage.pl to find out more information about the North Carolina General Assembly.

i. Visit http://www.ncgov.com/ to find out more information about North Carolina state government and to find out who the current governor and lieutenant governor are.

j. Visit http://www.ncleg.net/GIS/Representation/Who_Represents_Me/Who_Represents_Me.html to find out who the representatives are from your county for the NC House and the NC Senate.

k. Visit http://www.governor.state.nc.us/ for additional information about the current governor of North Carolina.

7. Use Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Oxford University Press, “U.S. Government and Citizenship,” page 116.  This teaches students about the three levels of government in the United States. 
8. Oxford Picture Dictionary Intermediate Workbook, by Oxford University Press, “U.S. Government and Citizenship,” page 116.  
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