Competency:  Learn English vocabulary for the Seasons of the Year
	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with the seasons and various sports.  Upon completion of this lesson, students will understand and be able to describe the four seasons.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Seasons Pre-Test
2. Seasons Vocabulary Flash Cards
3. Seasons Vocabulary
4. Seasons Months
5. Seasons Sports Vocabulary
6. Seasons and Sports Word Search

7. Seasons and Sports Word Search Key

8. Sports Word Scramble

9. Seasons Weather

10. Seasons Grammar:  Comparative Adjectives
11. Seasons Jeopardy (PowerPoint Presentation)

12. Seasons Post-Test

13. Referenced books and text
Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is a vocabulary matching.  The second part is identifying the seasons.  The third part tests students’ knowledge of comparative adjectives.  The fourth part tests oral proficiency.



	Approximate Time: 3 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and be able to follow directions in English.  Students must know the months of the year. 
Prerequisite Vocabulary:

cold

cool

hot

ice

rain(s)
school(s)

snow

sun

sunny

warm

weather



	Vocabulary: 

autumn

baseball

basketball

fall

football

golf

ice hockey

skiing

soccer

spring

summer

swimming

tennis

winter



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, pictures, flash cards, and Seasons Poster (Available from Carson-Dellosa Publishers http://www.carsondellosa.com/ or a local or state vendor.) 


	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, blank cassette tapes, Multi-media computer with Internet access (optional).


	Activities:

1. Give the Season Pre-Test. Make sure students understand the directions.
a. The first part is matching.  Students will draw a line from each vocabulary word to its picture.

b. The second part is identifying the seasons.   Students will read each season description and look at its picture.  Using the words from the box, write each season’s name in the appropriate place on the table.  

c. The third part tests students’ knowledge of comparative adjectives.  Students will fill in the blanks in each sentence using the words in the box provided.

d. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, identify each slide.  Use slides 2-9 and 14-21 from Season Jeopardy (PowerPoint).  These can be printed onto paper or shown using a multimedia computer and monitor.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)

e. Grade the students on a scale from 1-5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.
2. Review the days of the week and the months of the year.  Write on the board: Today is (day of the week).  Today’s date is (month, date, year).
3. Review the prerequisite vocabulary words.  These words were taught in the “Understand Weather” lesson plan included in Module 3.  Show each of the Weather Pictures included with that lesson.  Ask students for descriptions.  Write the weather phrases on the board.  Ask for the current weather conditions.  Write on the board:  It is (appropriate weather phrase) today.

4. Explain the purpose of the lesson (to teach the four seasons and vocabulary related to various sports). 
5. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the Seasons Vocabulary.  Use and display the Season Pictures, Seasons Vocabulary Flash Cards, and the Seasons Poster while introducing the four seasons.  
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.

b. Have the students to write the vocabulary words on the lines provided.  (You may want to print this page in color for each student.)
c. Ask students, “What is your favorite season?”  Allow oral answers.  Write on the board: My favorite season is _________.  Instruct students to copy the sentence and fill in the blank with their correct season.
d. Give students Seasons Months.  Students will write the months for each season on the lines.  Point out the four equinox months, explaining that the seasons change in these months.  Students may complete this activity in pairs or independently.  Review answers orally.
e. For further vocabulary development, use Seasons Sports Vocabulary.  Go over the pronunciation of each word.  Have students repeat each word chorally, and then call on individual students to repeat the words after you.  Instruct students to print each word on the spaces provided.
Ask, “What is your favorite sport?”  Allow oral answers.  Some students may try to name a sport that is not included in the vocabulary list.  Assist them with identifying the correct word.  Write the name of the sport on the board.  Write the following sentence for students to copy:  My favorite sport is _____________.
f. For vocabulary spelling practice, use Seasons and Sports Word Search.  Students should complete this sheet individually.  A Seasons and Sports Word Search Answer Key is provided.
g. Give the students Sports Word Scramble.  Show them how to unscramble the letters to make a word.  Do the first word together.  Allow students to complete the activity in pairs.  Once they have unscrambled all of the words, tell students to write the season(s) that each sport is played in beside it.  Review and discuss answers orally.

6. Seasons Weather reviews weather phrases taught in the Weather Lesson.  Instruct students to write appropriate weather phrases in each section.  Review and discuss answers orally.  Have students write their response(s) on the board for all to see.  Encourage them to use complete sentences.  Accept any reasonable response(s).
7. For a grammar lesson, use Seasons Grammar:  Comparative Adjectives.  Use the instructional box to teach this concept.  Instruct students to complete the exercise that follows in pairs.  Have them to practice each sentence with their partner upon completion.  Review answers by having individual students write the complete sentences on the board or flip chart.

8. Play Seasons Jeopardy.  This game was created using PowerPoint. You will need a personal computer and an in-focus projector if you have more than five students.  If you have just a handful of students, you may seat them around a desktop computer.

a. Simply insert the disk and pull up the PowerPoint presentation entitled “Seasons Jeopardy.”  Click on “Slide Show,” then “View Show.”  You should now see the blue game board with the categories “Sports 1”, “Sports 2”, “Months,” “Comparatives,” and “Seasons.”  Underneath each category are dollar values ($100-$400).

b. The “Sports 1” and “Sports 2” categories show photos of various sports.  Players are to identify the sport and tell which season(s) it is played in.   For the “Months” category, students will be given a list of months.  They are to give the season that contains those months.  The “Comparatives” category asks students questions such as, “Which season is colder?”  The final category is called “Seasons.”  Students simply identify the season in each photo.  For added challenge, have them describe the weather conditions in each photo.

c. Students will tell you what category and dollar value they want.  Simply click on the category and dollar value.  A picture and/or question will come up for the student to answer.  If the student gives the correct answer, he or she will earn that dollar value for his or her team.

d. To go back to the main Jeopardy board for the next player, click on the red arrow in the bottom left-hand corner of the screen. 
You will always know which categories have been answered because the link on the main Jeopardy board will change from light purple to gray.
e. To end the game at any time, simply click the arrow in the bottom left-hand corner, and then click “End Show,” or right click the mouse and then click on “End Show.”   The team with the most dollars (points) wins the game.
9. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Seasons Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Seasons Pre-Test.
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets/handouts.
3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.
4. Instructor generated assessments.


	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Other season lesson plans can be found at the following websites:

a. http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/
b. http://www.thursdaysclassroom.com/index_23sep99.html
c. http://www.libsci.sc.edu/miller/Seasons.htm
2. Using a calendar, help the students find their birthdays.  Have the students tell what season their birthdays are in.   
3. Explain that we have different seasons because of the tilt of the earth not because of the earth's distance from the sun.  Use a globe and flashlight to show how the earth's tilt causes us to have four different seasons.
4. Pizza Tastes Great by William P. Pickett, “Not a Cloud in the Sky”, pages 110-111.

5. The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary by Margot F. Gramer, “Time:  Months and Seasons”, page 4 and “Weather”, page 8.

6. The New Oxford Picture Dictionary, Oxford University Press, “Describing the Weather”, page 25 and “Seasonal Verbs”, page 26.

7. A Conversation Book 1 English in Everyday Life by Tina Kasloff Carver and Sandra Douglas Fotinos,  “Seasons” pages 34-35, and “Weather”, pages 36-37.

8. Longman Photo Dictionary by Marilyn S. Rosenthal and Daniel B Freeman, “Weather and Seasons”, page 4.
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