Competency:  Learn English vocabulary about Weather

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary words and phrases related to various weather conditions.  Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to understand the highlights of weather reports and will be able to describe various weather conditions.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Weather Pre-Test

2. Weather Pictures
3. Weather Vocabulary Flash Cards
4. Weather Vocabulary 

5. Weather Word Search
6. Weather Word Search Answer Key
7. Weather Spelling Practice

8. Weather Grammar:  Adjectives

9. Weather Grammar:  Present Progressive

10. Weather Post-Test

11. Weather Optional Grammar:  Present Progressive -- The Negative Form
12. Weather Optional Practice Conversation #1
13. Weather Optional Practice Conversation #2

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first 3 parts test vocabulary recognition and meaning.  The fourth part tests oral proficiency.



	Approximate Time: 3 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English and be able to follow directions.  They must know the days of the week, and the months of the year.  
Prerequisite Vocabulary:

weather



	Vocabulary: 




Optional Vocabulary:

cold





mountain(s)

cloud(s) 




outside

cloudy





picnic(s)
hot 





ski
ice





skiing

icy







rain 

snow

snowy

sun
sunny

warm

weather report(s)

wind(s)
windy



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, pictures of weather, flash cards, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement.



	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, blank cassette tapes, Multi-media computer with Internet access (optional).


	Activities:
1. Give the Weather Pre-Test.

a. Give students part one (listening).  Explain to the students that you are going to call out some words.  They are to circle the word they hear.  Go over the example and make sure that students understand.  Call out the following words:

1. rain

2. snow

3. windy

4. ice

5. sunny

6. hot

7. warm

8. cold

9. cloudy

b. Give students part two (matching).   Have students draw a line from the sentence to the picture that it describes.

c. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, give the instructor a weather description of each picture flash card.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)
Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform the task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.

2. Review the days of the week and the months of the year.  Have students recite the months of the year in order.  Ask what the current month is.  Write on the board: Today is (day of the week).  Today’s date is (month, date, year).
3. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Tell students that it’s important for them to understand vocabulary related to weather.

4. Ask for words related to weather that they already know.  Write their responses on the board or on a flip chart.  Ask students if they watch weather reports on television.  Do they understand the weather reports?

5. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.  
6. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give the students Weather Vocabulary.  Use and display the Weather Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.
b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.
c. Give students Weather Word Search.  Students should complete this activity independently.  Review answers orally.  It may be helpful to make a transparency of the Weather Word Search Answer Key.
d. For further vocabulary development, use Weather Spelling Practice.  Students are to fill in the missing letters to each vocabulary word.  Students should complete this activity independently.  Review answers orally.

7. For a grammar lesson, use Weather Grammar:  Adjectives.  Using the instructional box, review the definition of a noun.  Explain that the sun, clouds, rain, and snow are all nouns because they are things.  Use the second half of the instructional box to discuss the adjective forms of the nouns.  Make sure that the students can correctly pronounce sunny, rainy, cloudy, snowy, windy and icy.  Make sure that students understand their meanings.  Point outside and ask how the weather is.  Write students’ responses on the board, using the adjective forms.  Instruct students to complete the exercises that follow in pairs.  Have them practice each sentence with their partner upon completion.  Review answers by having individual students write the complete sentences on the board or flip chart.

8. Weather Grammar:  Present Progressive offers an additional and necessary grammar lesson when talking about the weather.  Explain the contents of the instructional box, offering other examples (He is walking, She is talking, etc.)  Explain that it’s is the contraction of it is.  Reinforce that they have the same meaning.  Have students complete the exercises in pairs.  Circulate around the room offering assistance.  Review answers by having individual students write the complete sentences on the board or flip chart.

9. Show the Weather Pictures to the class.  Have them describe the pictures orally.  Ask for the current weather conditions.  Write on the board:  The weather today is ____________.  Have students copy the sentence and fill in the blanks with the appropriate response(s).

10. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Weather Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Weather Pre-Test.
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets/handouts.
3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.

4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. For further vocabulary development, use the Weather Vocabulary Flash Cards.  Students may make their own flash cards using 3” x 5” index cards. 

2. Each day, have students write what the weather is like.  (Ex. Today is sunny and hot.)

3. Chart weather on a calendar.  At the end of each month, make a bar graph showing how many cloudy, rainy, windy, or sunny days there were for that month.

4. Bring in audio or video clip(s) of various weather conditions.  Ask students to identify them.

5. Write the optional vocabulary words on the board or flip chart.  Make sure students can correctly pronounce the words and understand their meanings.

6. For grammar enrichment, use Weather Optional Grammar: Present Progressive --- the Negative Form.  Use the instructional box to explain the lesson.  Offer other examples as necessary.  Allow students to work independently or in pairs.  Circulate around the room offering assistance.  Review answers by having students write the answers on the board or transparency.  Discuss each one.

7. To practice conversation, use Weather Optional Practice Conversation #1.  
a. Read the conversation aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.  

b. Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.  

c. Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.  

d. Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.
e. Repeat the same process for Weather Optional Practice Conversation #2.
f. Have students memorize the dialogues from Weather Optional Practice Conversation #1 and #2.

8. Videotape a weather report to show to the class.  Ask comprehension questions.

9. Have students write descriptions about the Weather Pictures.
10. Other weather lesson plans can be found at the following websites:

a. http://faldo.atmos.uiuc.edu/WEATHER/weather.html
b. http://www.weather.com/education/
c. http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/weather.html
d. http://www.proteacher.com/110022.shtml
e. http://www.uen.org/weather/html/teacher_links2.html
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