Competency:  Demonstrate the ability to describe a Person, Place, Thing, or Event in English

	Lesson Overview:  Upon completion of this lesson, students will understand what adjectives are and will be able to describe people, places, or things in English.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Describe People, Places, and Things Pre-Test

2. Describe People, Places, and Things Vocabulary Flash Cards
3. Describe People, Places, and Things Picture Flash Cards
4. Describe People, Places, and Things Vocabulary
5. Describe People, Places, and Things Opposites Matching

6. Describe People, Places, and Things Spelling Practice
7. Describe People, Places, and Things Opposites Crossword Puzzle
8. Describe People, Places, and Things Opposites Crossword Puzzle Answer Key
9. Describe People, Places, and Things Grammar: Nouns and Adjectives
10. Describe People, Places, and Things Grammar: Nouns and Adjectives Practice
11. Describe People, Places, and Things Writing Practice
12. Describe People, Places, and Things Pictures
13. Describe People, Places, and Things Post-Test

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part asks students to fill in the blanks with provided vocabulary words.  The second part asks students to write sentences in the correct order (Noun, verb, adjective).  The third part tests oral proficiency.  


	Approximate Time:  4 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English; recognize cardinal numbers, ordinal numbers, basic colors, and appropriate prepositions; and be able to follow simple one-step instructions in English.



	Prerequisite Vocabulary:

beach(es)

building(s)

car(s)

color(s)

dog(s)

house(s)

is are was were

man (men)
movie(s) 

person (people)

	place(s)

pool(s)

rabbit(s)

telephone(s)

thing(s)

turtle(s)

witch(es)

woman (women)
zoo(s)

	Vocabulary:

big

boring

dumb

fast

fat

fun

large

little

pretty

short

slow

small

smart

tall

thin

ugly


	Grammar Vocabulary:

noun(s)

verb(s)

adjective(s)

Optional Vocabulary:

skinny

interesting

intelligent

funny



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, scissors, magazines, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement.


	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tapes.


	Activities:  
1. Give the Describe People, Places, and Things Pre-Test.
a. Give students the written components of the test.  Give one section at a time.  Read the directions for each section of the test.  Answer any questions the students may have.  

b. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, tell the instructor the two adjectives that describe the picture flash cards, then have them to describe the three pictures with at least two adjectives in one or more sentences.  Be sure to write down his/her exact response in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape their responses for future playback.)
c. Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and the Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns of the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform the task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

d. Score and retain in student portfolios.

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain that being able to describe things is an important part of communication.  Review colors.  Discuss/review the prerequisite vocabulary.

3. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the Describe People, Places, and Things Vocabulary.  Use and display Describe People, Places, and Things Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.  
b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.

c. For vocabulary development, use Describe People, Places, and Things Opposites Matching.  Allow students to work in pairs so as to generate conversation about the vocabulary words.  Review answers orally.

d. Have students complete Describe People, Places, and Things Spelling Practice.  Students may work individually or in pairs if needed.  Review answers orally.  Have individual students write the answers on the board for all to see.
e. For additional vocabulary practice, use Describe People, Places, and Things Opposites Crossword Puzzle.  Students should complete this activity individually.  Review answers orally.  A Describe People, Places, and Things Crossword Answer Key is provided.

4. For the grammar lesson in this unit, use Describe People, Places, and Things Grammar:  Nouns and Adjectives and Describe People, Places, and Things Grammar:  Nouns and Adjectives Practice.  

a. The first instructional box explains what nouns are.  Read the examples given.  Add prerequisite vocabulary words above (telephone(s), pool(s), car(s), beach(es), house(s), man, woman, etc.).  Ask students to provide other examples of nouns.  Write these on the board.

b. The second instructional box tells what adjectives are and explains the noun, verb, and adjective sentence order.  (Review with students how to conjugate the verb “to be” in the present tense.  Say, “What goes with “he”?” (is), etc.)  Read each example. 

c. Write other examples on the board such as, “The witch is ugly.”  “The rabbit is fast.”  “The turtle is slow.”

d. Read the directions to the practice exercises. Go over the example given.  Answer any questions the students may have.

e. Tell students to complete the activity individually or in pairs.  Review answers orally.

5. Have students complete Describe People, Places, and Things Writing Practice.   Have each student share one of his/her sentences by writing it on the board and reading it to the class.

6. Play Concentration using the Describe People, Places, and Things Vocabulary Flash Cards.  Divide students into two teams.  Allow one person at a time (alternating teams) to flip two cards, trying to match the opposites.  If they make a match, they get to keep the two cards.  The team with the most cards (matches) at the end of the game wins.

7. For vocabulary practice, use the Describe People, Places, and Things Pictures.  Give each student a picture.  Tell students to write words that describe that picture.  Circulate around the room, showing students how to form sentences using vocabulary words and the grammar concepts taught in this lesson.  Have students read their descriptions for the class.  Ask for other descriptive words the students may know.  Write these on the board and explain and discuss each one.

8. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Describe People, Places, and Things Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Describe People, Places, and Things Pre-Test.

Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.

4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Teach the optional vocabulary words.  Explain that “skinny” is another word for “thin,” “interesting” is another word for “fun,” “intelligent” is another word for “smart.”  Explain the difference between “fun” and “funny” using examples.

2. Have students make their own vocabulary flashcards using 3” X 5” index cards.

3. Have students cut out pictures from magazines and practice writing sentences about them using the vocabulary and grammar concepts from this lesson.  Have students read their descriptions for the class.  Ask for other descriptive words the students may know.  Write these on the board and explain and discuss each one.  Ask for and/or give the opposites for these words.

4. Create a word wall in your classroom.  Add new vocabulary words to the word wall each week. 
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