Competency:  Understand Christmas customs in the United States
	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to describe Christmas.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Christmas Pre-Test

2. Christmas Vocabulary Flash Cards

3. Christmas Picture Flash Cards

4. Christmas Vocabulary 

5. Christmas Vocabulary Word Search and Answer Key
6. Christmas Spelling Practice and Answer Key
7. Christmas Story about Christmas
8. Christmas Sentence Completion and Answer Key
9. Christmas Grammar:  Review of My and Your and Answer Key
10. Christmas Grammar: His, Her, and Their and Answer Key
11. Christmas Writing Practice 
12. Christmas Post-Test

13. Referenced books or text
Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is a matching exercise.  The second and third parts are fill-in-the-blanks.  The third part tests oral proficiency.  


	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English; be able to follow directions; have basic calendar skills; and be familiar with cardinal numbers.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:

America

birth(s)
celebrate(d)
child (children)

church(es)

December

female(s)

friend(s)

holiday(s)

Jesus

male(s)

party (parties)

people

relative(s)

world



	Vocabulary:

angel(s)

candy cane(s)

card(s)

Christmas

Christmas Eve

Christmas tree(s)

gift(s)

ornament(s)

Santa Claus

stocking(s)
toy(s)

wreath(s)



	Materials Needed:  Notebook for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, markers for students, manila envelopes, timer, and prizes (optional).


	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tape(s).


	Activities:

1. Give the Christmas Pre-Test.  The first three parts of the test are written.  Part one is a matching exercise.  Parts two and three are grammar exercises. 
Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, identify the picture on the flash card.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape their responses for future playback.)

Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and the Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:  
1= student could not perform the task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.

2. Review the days of the week and the months of the year in English.  Show a December calendar.  Ask how many weeks and days are in December.  Ask for the current date.  Ask if they know of any holidays that are celebrated during the month of December.

3. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Ask the students what they know about Christmas.  Write their responses on the board or a flip chart.  Explain to the students when we celebrate Christmas Day. (This is a good informal way of assessing student knowledge.)  Write on the board: Christmas is celebrated on _______________.  Tell students to copy the sentence and supply the correct date.  Have one student come to the board and write in the answer for all to see.

4. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the Christmas Vocabulary.  Use and display the Christmas Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  

a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.  

b. Have students write each vocabulary word on the lines provided.

c. Show students Christmas Picture Flash Cards.  Discuss these symbols and their meanings.

d. For vocabulary recognition, have students complete the Christmas Word Search.   Explain how to do a word search.  The words are across, down, and diagonal.  There are no backwards words in this puzzle.  Students can do this activity alone or in small groups. This worksheet was made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.  An Answer Key is provided.
e. For further vocabulary development, use Christmas Spelling Practice.  Have students complete this activity individually or in pairs.  Review answers by having individual students come and write the answers on the board for everyone to see.  An Answer Key is provided.
5. Give students Christmas Story about Christmas.  Read about Christmas Day to the students.  Have students follow along.  

a. Read the passage a second time to students.  Tell them to circle all of the vocabulary words they recognize.

b. Answer any questions the students may have about the passage.

c. Have students take turns reading one paragraph of the story.  Repeat as necessary.

d. Have students get in pairs and practice reading the story to one another.

e. Discuss the story by asking questions such as:

1. What do people celebrate on Christmas day?  (The birth of Jesus)

2. What do people hang on Christmas trees?  (ornaments)

3. What do people send to family and friends?  (cards)

4. When is Christmas Eve?  (the day before Christmas)
5. What do children put out for Santa Claus?  (stockings)
f. Ask the students if, when, and how they celebrate Christmas in their countries. Facilitate discussion.

6. Give the students Christmas Sentence Completion.  This can be done as a group or individually.  Go over the handout with explanations after completed.  An Answer Key is provided with this handout.
7. Game: Christmas Pictionary
Supplies:  Chalkboard or flip chart, chalk or markers, eraser, manila envelope, timer.

How to Play:  Put Christmas Vocabulary Flash Cards into the manila envelope.  Divide students into two (2) groups.  Flip a coin or otherwise determine which team goes first.  Have a student from the playing team to approach the chalkboard (or flip chart), draw a slip of paper, and read it to himself.

When given the cue to "go" the students has one (1) minute to draw the object in hopes that his/her team members will guess the object on their paper.  If the team guesses correctly before time runs out, they score a point.  If the playing team does not guess correctly, the other team has five (5) seconds to try to come up with the correct answer.  If they guess correctly, they score a point and it is their turn to play. 

The team with the most points (after all of the words have been chosen), wins.

8. Give each student Christmas Grammar:  Review of My and Your.  This handout reviews the possessive adjectives my and your.  (These were taught in the Provide Name, Address, and Telephone number lesson plan.)  Read the instructional box aloud to your students.  Ask individual students to read the examples given in the box.  Discuss and answer students’ questions.  Students should complete this activity individually.  An Answer Key is provided.

9. Christmas Grammar: His, Her, and Their teaches the possessive adjectives his, her, and their.  Read the instructional box aloud to your students.  Read and discuss the examples given.  Write the examples on the board if necessary.  Answer any questions the students may have.  Students may complete this activity individually or in pairs.  An Answer Key is provided to review answers orally.  Have students write their answers on the board for all to see.

10. Give the students Christmas Writing Practice.  Have the students write a sentence using the vocabulary words listed in the word bank.  Have the students read their sentences aloud to the class.

11. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Christmas Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Christmas Pre-Test.  
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed student worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performance on Pre-Test and Post-Test.

4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, “Holidays”, page 168 and The Oxford Picture Dictionary Beginning Workbook, “Holidays”, page 168.  
2. A Conversation Book 1 English in Everyday Life, “Holidays”, page 32.

3. The students can make Christmas cards for each other and have a Christmas party.  The instructor can bring in samples of simple Christmas cards to give students ideas when they are making their own Christmas cards.
4. Play a CD or tape with traditional Christmas songs as the students come into the class.
5. Have the students tell how you say, “Merry Christmas,” in their native language.
6. Use candy canes and other candies as “treats” for the students when going over vocabulary.
7. Send your students Christmas cards.
8. Divide the students into teams.  Using the letters in the word Christmas, have the students make as many words as they can within a specified length of time.  The group who comes up with the most words is the winner.  Each team needs to share the words they made with the rest of the class.  This activity can also be done individually and with different Christmas words or phrases such as “Merry Christmas”.  Give a prize to the student or team with the most words.
9. Decorate a class Christmas tree.  Have students make ornaments for the tree.
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