Competency:  Describe the United States holiday Thanksgiving

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary related to Thanksgiving and will be able to describe this holiday.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Thanksgiving Pre-Test

2. Thanksgiving Picture Flash Cards

3. Thanksgiving Vocabulary PowerPoint Presentation

4. Thanksgiving Vocabulary Flash Cards

5. Thanksgiving Vocabulary
6. Thanksgiving Vocabulary Matching 1

7. Thanksgiving Vocabulary Matching 2

8. Thanksgiving Listening Activity

9. Thanksgiving Conversation

10. The First Thanksgiving PowerPoint Presentation
11. Thanksgiving Grammar:  Regular Past Tense Verbs

12. Thanksgiving Writing Sentences

13. Thanksgiving Sentence Strip Activity
14. Thanksgiving Post-Test

15. Thanksgiving Word Search (optional activity)

16. Thanksgiving Word Search Answer Key (optional activity)
17. Thanksgiving Reading Comprehension Activity (optional activity)

18. Referenced books or text
Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  The first three pages of the Pre-Test assess vocabulary recognition, writing, and grammar.  The fourth page is the oral component and will need to be given to each student individually.  


	Approximate Time:  3-4 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English and understand basic calendar skills.
Prerequisite Vocabulary: 

November

fourth

Thursday



	Vocabulary:

cook (cooked
)

corn


fall



family (families)


feast


harvest

Indians



pie(s)

pilgrims

pumpkin(s)

sail (sailed)

thanks


Thanksgiving

turkey
	Optional Vocabulary (verbs):

help(ed)

want(ed)

decide(d)

invite(d)

celebrate(d)



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, scissors or envelopes containing strips to the story, “The First Thanksgiving,” and prizes (optional).


	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia computer with Microsoft PowerPoint, In-Focus projector, portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tape(s).


	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson to the students’.

2. Give the Thanksgiving Pre-Test.  The first three parts of the test are written.  
a. Give students the first page of the test (vocabulary).  Read the directions for this section.  Answer any questions the students may have.  Instruct them to complete only the vocabulary section of the test.

b. Continue in this manner with the second page of the test (vocabulary matching).

c. Give the third page (grammar) of the test.  Read the directions aloud to your students, and answer any questions they may have.

d. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  (Do not give this page to the students.)  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, tell the instructor the name of the item on the Thanksgiving Picture Flash Card.  Be sure to write down his/her exact response in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)  
e. Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and the Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform the task

2= student has some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.

3. Review the days of the week and the months of the year by having students recite them together.

4. Using a calendar, show the students when Thanksgiving is celebrated.  Tell students that it is always celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November.

5. Ask for the date that Thanksgiving will be observed for your current year.  Write “Thanksgiving will be on November ____ this year” on the board.  Have students copy the sentence and fill in the blanks.

6. Introduce new vocabulary using the PowerPoint presentation entitled “Thanksgiving Vocabulary PowerPoint Presentation” or the handout Thanksgiving Vocabulary.   Use and display the Thanksgiving Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.
b. Have students complete Thanksgiving Vocabulary Matching 1 and 2.  Check students’ work and review answers as a group.
7. For spelling practice, use the Thanksgiving Listening Activity.  Call out one word at a time beginning with number one.  Ask students to circle the correct spelling of the word they hear.  Review answers by having students come to the board and write the correct spellings. 
a. Call out the following words:  
1. thanks
2. sail

3. fall

4. pie

5. cook

6. corn

7. family

8. feast

9. harvest

10. Indians

11. pilgrims

12. pumpkin

13. turkey

14. Thanksgiving
8. To practice conversation, use Thanksgiving Conversation.
a. Read the conversation aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.

b. Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.  

c. Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.  

d. Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.  

9.  To prepare students for reading the story of Thanksgiving, use Thanksgiving Grammar:  Regular Past Tense Verbs.
a. Write the following verbs on the board and explain their meanings using examples or sentences as necessary: help, want, decide, invite, and celebrate.
b. Read the information in the instructional box to your students.  Have them pronounce the present and past tense of cook (cooked) and sail (sailed).  Be sure to point out that the ending sound for “cooked” is the “t” sound.  The ending sound for “sailed” is “d.
c. Have students’ complete items 1-4 of the Thanksgiving Grammar exercise.  Review answers orally.  Have students come to the board and write the complete sentence for everyone to see.
d. Explain that since some verbs already end in “e” that there is no need to add “ed” to these verbs to make them past tense.  Only a “d” is necessary.  Then have students complete items 5-7.  Review answers orally.  Have students come to the board and write the complete sentence for everyone to see.
10. Show the PowerPoint presentation entitled “The First Thanksgiving.”  Read the story to the students as you show it.  (If you do not have access to a computer, you can use the PowerPoint slides to make a book by printing the slides and having them spiral bound.)
11. Have students complete Thanksgiving Writing Sentences.  Have each student read his/her sentences to the class or check each student’s work.
12. Give students Thanksgiving Sentence Strip Activity and a pair of scissors. 
a. Tell them to cut the strips apart and put the story in order.  Students may do this individually or in groups of 2-3.  (If you wish, you can simply laminate and cut apart the story and put it in envelopes ahead of time to give to the students.  They would turn their envelopes back in and you can reuse the activity in the future.)

b. Check for accuracy by showing The First Thanksgiving PowerPoint Presentation.  This time let students take turns reading each line.

Note:  It may be helpful to give students the first half of the story, check it, and then give them the second half.  If you do not have access to a computer you may print the presentation on card stock and show the story to the class this way.

13. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Thanksgiving Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Thanksgiving Pre-Test.  

Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.

4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Play “Concentration” with the Thanksgiving Picture and Vocabulary Flash Cards. 
2. Have students complete the Thanksgiving Word Search.  (Optional: Award the first student who successfully completes the puzzle a small prize.)  A Thanksgiving Word Search Answer Key is provided with this lesson plan.

3. Have each student listen as you read the First Thanksgiving story on the Thanksgiving Reading Comprehension Activity aloud to the class.  Ask students to circle the vocabulary words that they hear in the story.  After you have finished reading the story, ask for the vocabulary words that they circled and write them on the board as students call them out.  Show students where the words they missed are located in the story.

a. Ask students to read the story and answer the questions on the next page.  (On the last question students may provide other regular verbs such as “lived.”  Some students may provide irregular verbs such as “said.”  This will depend on the level of your students.)  Write all answers on the board that the students mention.
4. This may be a good time to tie in some food vocabulary words.

5. Talk about the Food Pyramid and the importance of good nutrition.

6. To add a festive touch to your classroom, decorate for Thanksgiving.

7. Other activities may be found in the book by Remedia Publications entitled Thanksgiving & Pilgrims 1.
8. Have a Thanksgiving feast during class.  If your school policy allows, have your students invite family and friends.  Label the food items so that non-English speakers can see the English words for the various food items.  Take pictures and use the pictures in a subsequent class for the students to make a Thanksgiving booklet.




2003-2004 ESL Special Project



Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute

Basic Skills Department

Competency:  Describe the Unites States holiday Thanksgiving

Module 1 Lesson 7

7

