Competency:  Name the Months of the Year in English
	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to name and write the months of the year; to know abbreviations for the months of the year; to understand how to use a calendar; and to understand leap year. 

This lesson includes the following:

1. Months of the Year Pre-Test

2. Months of the Year Vocabulary
3. Months of the Year Vocabulary Flash Cards

4. Calendar of the Year 2004

5. Months of the Year Fill in the Blanks
6. Months of the Year Sentence Completion
7. Months of the Year Spelling
8. Months of the Year Newspaper
9. Months of the Year Abbreviations

10. Months of the Year Abbreviations Matching

11. Months of the Year Order
12. Months of the Year Order Practice

13. Months of the Year Writing Sentences

14. Months of the Year Writing Dates

15. Months of the Year Listening Activity

16. Months of the Year Completing Forms

17. Months of the Year Grammar:  Past Tense of the Verb “to be”

18. Months of the Year Grammar:  Past Tense of the Verb “to be” Practice #1

19. Months of the Year Grammar:  Past Tense of the Verb “to be” Practice #2

20. Months of the Year Writing Practice

21. Months of the Year Post-Test

22. Referenced books or text

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is a spelling section.  The second part is an abbreviation section.  The third part is a vocabulary section.  The fourth part tests oral proficiency.



	Approximate Time: 3 hours


	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple words, and follow simple oral directions in English.  They must be able to recognize cardinal numbers, ordinal numbers (first - twelfth), and know the days of the week.  Students must also understand the concept of before and after, first and last, and yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Prerequisite Vocabulary: 

calendar

day(s)

week(s)

weekend(s)

weekday(s)



	Vocabulary: 

month(s)

January

February

March

April 

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

year(s)

leap year(s)

birthday(s)



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, white board or flip chart, erasable markers, clean eraser or ball (something soft to toss), current calendars, a Pocket Chart with the Months of the Year (optional), flash cards, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tapes(s).


	Activities:

1. Review the days of the week and ordinal numbers.  

a. Ask students to say the days of the week in order as a group.  Then ask individual students to say the days of the week in order.

b. Have one student at a time come and write the days of the week in order on the board.

c. Ask:  “What day is today?”   What day will it be tomorrow?  What day was it yesterday?  Write these questions on the board and have students write the answers on the board.

c. Ask: “What is the first day of the week?”  “The last day?”  “What days are the weekends?” “What days are the weekdays?”

d. Review before and after.  Ask:  “What day comes before/after Tuesday?” 

e. Review ordinal numbers.  Say them in order (first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh.)  Ask, “What is the third day of the week? The fourth day?”

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson and the importance of knowing the months of the year.

3. Give each student Months of the Year Pre-Test.  The first part of the test is a spelling section that assesses the students’ ability to recognize the correct spelling of the months of the year.  The abbreviation section assesses their knowledge of the abbreviations of the months of the year.  The vocabulary section assesses their knowledge of vocabulary related to the months of the year.

Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student read each Months of the Year Vocabulary Flash Card to you as you hold it up.  Be sure to write down his/her exact response in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape the students’ responses for future playback.)
Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test. 

1=student could not perform the task

2=student had some difficulty

3=student performance was fair

4=student performance was good

5=student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.
4. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the Months of the Year Vocabulary.  Use and display the Months of the Year Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.   
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having student repeat after you.

b. You can display a Months of the Year Pocket Chart, or use a large calendar.
c. Explain that there are twelve months in a year and that the names of the months are capitalized.

d. Read the months of the year again except this time, ask for individual responses.  Repeat as necessary until students can pronounce the words well.
e. Write the months of the year, one at a time and in random order, on the board and ask for oral responses.  To increase/enhance participation, call on students for answers.  Repeat as necessary until students can pronounce the words well.
5. Draw a calendar for the current month on the board or use a commercially made calendar.

a. Point out that the days of the week run across the top of the calendar.  Have students practice saying them order while pointing to their abbreviations.

b. Write the following sentence on the board: This month is _________.  Ask students what month it is and fill in the blank with the name of the current month.

c. Tell students that each month has four or five weeks.  Ask how many weeks are in the current month.

d. Point to the date.

6.  Give students Calendar of the Year 2004.  Say the months of the year again chorally.

a. Explain that calendars show us a whole year and we use them to plan.

b. Explain that 12 months make up a year.  Ask what year is on the calendar.  If you’re doing this lesson during a different year, ask what the current year is.

c. Write on the board. "Last month was __________.”  Have students to respond chorally and then individually.  Repeat as necessary.  Do the same for “Next month will be ______________.”  Have students fill in the blanks of these sentences that appear at the bottom of this handout. 

d. Talk about birthdays.  Using Calendar of the Year 2004, help the students locate their birth month. Then have them find their birthday and tell what day of the week it is on in 2004.

e. Ask the students a series of questions about the number of days in each month and ask that they respond in complete sentences.  “How many days are in June?” and so on.  Point out that 2004 is a leap year, because February has 29 days in 2004.  Tell them that the next leap year will be in 2008.  If necessary, show a calendar of a year that is not a leap year.  Point out that there are only 28 days in February.
7.  Pitch a ball or clean eraser to a student and say "January".  He/she must throw it to another student and say “February”, etc.  Repeat months of the year as necessary.

8.  For spelling practice, use Months of the Year Fill in the Blanks.  Remind students that the months of the year begin with capital letters.  Students may complete this activity individually or in pairs.  Review answers orally, inviting individual students to write the answers on the board.

9. Give students Months of the Year Sentence Completion.  Have students’ complete the sentences by filling in the correct answers.  Review orally.

10. Give students Months of the Year Spelling.  Have the students’ circle the correct spelling of each word.  Review the answers orally.

11. Give students Months of the Year Newspaper.  Have the students’ answer the questions about the newspaper article.  Review the answers orally.
12.  Write the months of the year and the abbreviations for these months on the board or flip chart.  Explain why and when we use abbreviations for months of the year. Give students Months of the Year Abbreviations.  Students can practice writing the abbreviations of the months of the year on this handout.

13.  Give students Months of the Year Abbreviations Matching.   Students should complete this exercise individually.  Review the answers orally.

14. Give students Order of the Months of the Year.  Write on the board or flip chart the months of the year in sequence and beside of the month write down the ordinal number. Example: January --first, February --second. Ask the students as a group and/or individually what month is second, what month is fourth, etc. until students understand the order of the months.

15. Give students Months of the Year Order Practice.  Review the answers orally.

16. Give students Months of the Year Writing Sentences.  Students can practice writing sentences about the months of the year.

17. Explain to students how to write dates in various forms using Months of the Year Writing Dates.  Have students complete the worksheet. Review orally as a group.

18. Give students Months of the Year Listening Activity.  Read the following dates to the class and have them to write the dates in two different ways on the activity sheet.
1. October 30, 2003

2. January 19, 1989

3. April 3, 1968

4. July 27, 2002

19. Give students Months of the Year Completing Forms.  Have the students complete the following form.  Review the handout orally.

20. Adequately teach this lesson’s grammar point using Months of the Year Grammar:  Past Tense of the Verb “to be.”  Check for student understanding with oral examples.

21. Give students Months of the Year Grammar:  Past Tense of the Verb “to be” Practice #1.  Have students complete this exercise, check for accuracy, and review as necessary.

22. Give students Months of the Year Grammar:  Past Tense of the Verb “to be” Practice #2.  Have students complete this exercise, check for accuracy, and review as necessary.

23. Give students Months of the Year Writing Practice.  Have students write sentences using the six words provided.  Ask for volunteers to share their sentences with the class.  

24. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Months of the Year Pre-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Months of the Year Post-Test.

Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements. 



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts. 
3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.

4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. For review and enrichment of the concepts covered in this lesson plan, give students one or more of the following handouts from http://www.learning.page.com.  (Membership to this site is free, but you must register):

a. Days of the Month:  Read the story aloud to the students as they follow along.  Ask student volunteers to read the story aloud individually.  Have the students follow the directions on the worksheet.  Review orally as necessary.

b. September: Make explanations as necessary.  Have the students follow the directions on the worksheet.  (You may want to make handouts for the other months with similar directions.).

c. Months of the Year, Remember how many days are in each month:  Read this aloud to the students as the students following along.  Then have the students read this aloud as a group.  Make sure that students have adequate understanding of the poem.  Explain to the students about Leap Year.  Explain that February has 29 days in Leap Year.
2. Have students get in pairs and practice reading to one another.

3. Ask the students a series of questions about the number of days in each month and ask that they respond in complete sentences.  “How many days are in June?” and so on.

4. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, Oxford University Press, “The Calendar”, page 18.

5. The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary by Margot F. Gramer, “Time: Calendar”, page 5.
6. The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary Workbook, by Jayme Adelson-Goldstein, Fiona Armstrong, and Norma Shapiro, “Time:  A Calendar”, page 5.

7. Word by Word Basic Picture Dictionary by Steven J. Molinsky and Bill Bliss, “The Calendar”, pages 54-55.

8. A Conversation Book 1 English in Everyday Life by Tina Kasloff Carver and Sandra Douglas Fotinos, “Months and Dates”, pages 28-29.
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