Competency:  Name the Days of the Week in English

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to name the days of the week.  

This lesson includes the following:

1. Days of the Week Pre-Test
2. Days of the Week Vocabulary Flash Cards

3. Days of the Week Vocabulary
4. Days of the Week Grammar:  Present Tense of the Verb “to be”

5. Days of the Week Grammar:  Present Tense of the Verb “to be” Practice #1

6. Days of the Week Grammar:  Present Tense of the Verb “to be” Practice #2

7. Days of the Week Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow

8. Days of the Week Before and After

9. Days of the Week Spelling

10. Days of the Week Weekends and Weekdays

11. Days of the Week Abbreviations

12. Days of the Week Abbreviations Matching

13. Days of the Week Order of the Days of the Week

14. Days of the Week Matching:  Order of the Days of the Week

15. Order of the Days of the Week Crossword Puzzle

16. Order of the Days of the Week Crossword Puzzle (answer key)

17. Days of the Week Post-Test
18. Referenced books or text

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both test assess the students vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is a spelling section.  The second part is an abbreviation matching exercise.  The third part is sentence completion.  The fourth part tests oral proficiency.


	Approximate Time: 3 hours 



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English, recognize ordinal numbers, understand before and after, and be able to follow simple one-step directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

day(s)

first

last

second

third

fourth

fifth

sixth

seventh



	Vocabulary:

Saturday

Sunday                                   

Monday                                   

Tuesday                                  

Wednesday                             

Thursday                                 

Friday                                      

calendar

weekend(s)
weekday(s)
today

yesterday 

tomorrow

	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, crayons or colored pencils, current monthly calendars, pair of scissors for each student, clean eraser or ball, Days of the Week Pocket Chart (optional), flash cards, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tape(s).


	Activities:  

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson and the importance of knowing the days of the week.
2. Give each student the Days of the Week Pre-Test.  The first part of the test assesses the students’ ability to recognize the correct spelling of the days of the week.  The second part of the test assesses their knowledge of the abbreviations of the days of the week.  The third part of the test assesses their knowledge of vocabulary related to the days of the week.  
Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, ask the student to read each flash card from the Days of the Week Vocabulary Flash Cards.  Be sure to write down his/her exact response in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)
Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:

1=student could not perform the task

2=student had some difficulty

3=student performance was fair

4=student performance was good

5=student performance was excellent
Score and retain in student portfolios.

3. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students The Days of the Week Vocabulary.  Use and display The Days of the Week Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  

a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.

b. Explain that there are seven (7) days in a week and that each of the days begins with a capital letter.  You can also use a Days of the Week Pocket Chart.
c. Ask students to copy each day of the week on the line beside each day on The Days of the Week Vocabulary.
d. Using a current monthly calendar, point to each of the days of the week asking for responses from the class.  (You can draw a calendar on the board if necessary or you can use a pocket chart.)

4. Even though “first” and “last” are among the prerequisite vocabulary for this lesson, make sure that students understand the concepts of “first” and “last”.  Point out that Sunday is the first day of the week, and Saturday is the last day of the week.  Cultural Note:  In Spanish, the first day of the week is Monday.  This may create some confusion for your Hispanic students.
5. Explain the vocabulary word “today”.

6. Ask the students, “What day is today?”  Have them give answers orally and ask them to put a check mark next to the day on The Days of the Week Vocabulary.  Ask each student and have him/her respond orally.

7. Ask the students, “What day(s) do we have class?”  Have students to circle the day(s) that you have class on The Days of the Week Vocabulary.
8. Using Days of the Week Grammar:  Present Tense of the Verb “to be” explain the present tense of the verb “to be”.  Check for student understanding with oral examples.

9. Days of the Week Grammar:  Present Tense of the Verb “to be” Practice #1.  Have students complete this exercise, check for accuracy, and review answers orally.
10. Days of the Week Grammar:  Present Tense of the Verb “to be” Practice #2.   Have students complete this exercise, check for accuracy, and review answers orally.
11. Using a calendar, explain the vocabulary words “tomorrow” and “yesterday”.  Make sure students understand these words before proceeding. 

a. Write the following on the board:

Yesterday was _____________________________.  

Today is _________________. 

Tomorrow will be ________________________. 

b. Give students Days of the Week Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.   Tell students to complete each sentence by writing the correct day of the week in each blank.  To check, ask students to give the correct day of the week orally. Ask a volunteer to write the correct responses on the board.

12. To further practice the order of the days of the week, explain to the students the following game:  Pitch a ball or clean eraser to a student and say, “Sunday.”  He/she must throw it to another student and say “Monday”, etc.  Repeat days of the week as necessary.  

13. Talk about “before” and “after,” using the days of the week.  (For example, “Sunday comes before Monday,” and “Wednesday comes after Tuesday.”)  Ask students questions such as “What day comes before/after Thursday?”  and “What day comes before/after Monday?” and so on.

14. Give students Days of the Week Before and After.  Have students work independently or in pairs.  Review answers orally.

15. Give students Days of the Week Spelling.  This exercise emphasizes both capitalization and spelling.  Review orally after the students have completed.

16. Explain to the students the different days in a weekend and in weekdays.  Give students Days of the Week Weekends and Weekdays.  Review orally. 

17. Give students Days of the Week Abbreviations.  Explain abbreviations and review the handout.  Emphasize that abbreviations are also capitalized.  
18. Give students Days of the Week Abbreviations Matching.  Review orally after the students have completed.

19. Give students Days of the Week Order of the Days of the Week.  Write on the board the days of the week in sequence and beside the day write down the ordinal number.  For example, Sunday--first.  Read each to the students.  Refer to a current monthly calendar to show the sequence of the days of the week on a calendar.

20. Give students Days of the Week Matching:  Order of the Days of the Week.  Allow students to work in pairs.  Review answers orally.

21. For additional practice with ordinal numbers, give students Order of the Days of the Week Crossword Puzzle.  Students should work independently.  Review answers orally.  A Days of the Week Crossword Key has been provided.

22. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Days of the Week Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Days of the Week Pre-Test. 
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still week.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements. 



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.
4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. If you have students who have difficulty with writing and copying, they can practice tracing the days of the week on the optional handout entitled Days of the Week, Write the days.  This worksheet is available at http://www.learningpage.com.  (Membership to this site is free but you must register.)

2. Days of the Week, What is the last day of the week? (This worksheet is available at http://www.learningpage.com.  Membership to this site is free but you must register.)

3. Word by Word Basic Picture Dictionary by Steven J. Molinsky and Bill Bliss “The Calendar”, pages 54-55

4. The Oxford Picture Dictionary Beginning Workbook by Marjorie Fuchs, “The Calendar” pages 18-19.

5. Real-Life English, Steck-Vaughn Company, Unit 4 “Daily Living”, pages 47, 49, and 48.

6. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Norma Shapiro and Jayme Adelson-Goldstein, “The Calendar”, pages 18-19.

7. A Conversation Book 1 English in Everyday Life by Tina Kasloff Carver and Sandra Douglas Fotinos, Unit 3 “The Calendar”, pages 26-28.

8. Entry to English Book 3 by Kathleen Kelly Beal, “Calendar Days”, pages 41-45.

9. The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary by Margo F. Gramer, “Time: A Calendar”, page 5.

10. The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary Workbook by Jayme Adelson-Goldstein, Fiona Armstrong, and Norma Shapiro, “Time:  A Calendar”, page 5.




2003-2004 ESL Special Project



Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute
 

Basic Skills Department

Competency:  Name the Days of the Week in English                                                                                      

Module 1 Lesson 4

Page 7

