Competency:  Describe the Fourth of July Holiday in the United States
	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with general information about the July 4th holiday.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Fourth of July Pre-Test

2. Fourth of July Vocabulary Flash Cards

3. Picture of Fireworks

4. Fourth of July Vocabulary

5. Fourth of July Word Search

6. Fourth of July Word Search Answer Key

7. Fourth of July Crossword Puzzle

8. Fourth of July Crossword Puzzle Answer Key

9. Fourth of July Summary

10. Fourth of July Review Ordinal Numbers

11. Fourth of July Reading Dates Aloud in English

12. Fourth of July Conversation Part 1
13. Fourth of July Conversation Part 2

14. Fourth of July Post-Test

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information: 

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is a listening activity where students must circle the correct spelling of the word that they hear.  The second part is a sentence completion activity using vocabulary words and phrases.  The third part tests oral proficiency.



	Approximate Time:  2-3 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English.  Student must know cardinal and ordinal numbers through 50.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:

England

law(s)

colony (colonies)
free    

king

America

Congress

government

taxes

song

national

flag

cookout

vacation



	Vocabulary: 

colonist(s)

Declaration of Independence

document(s)

fair

fireworks

freedom

Great Britain

Independence Day

independent

parade(s)

patriotic

speech(es)

unfair


	Optional Vocabulary:

anthem

Star-Spangled Banner

Statue of Liberty



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, pictures, flash cards, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement (optional).


	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia computer and in-focus projector, portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tapes.


	Activities:

1. Give the Fourth of July Pre-Test.
a. The first part is a listening exercise.  Tell students to circle the word they hear.  Call out the following words:

1. fireworks

2. Independence
3. parades

4. patriotic

5. fair

6. Great Britain

7. document

8. Declaration

9. freedom

10. speeches

11. independent

12.  colonists

b. The second part tests vocabulary knowledge through multiple-choice questions.  Tell students to circle their answer for each question.

c. Call individual students to test into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, tell the instructor the vocabulary word to each definition he/she will call out to the student. Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape their responses for future playback.)  

Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and the Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:

1= student could not perform task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.
2. Explain purpose of lesson. Show the students the Picture of Fireworks.  Ask the students if they know what is in the picture and what U.S. holiday is associated with fireworks.
3. Go over the prerequisite vocabulary.  Make sure students understand these words.
4. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the Fourth of July Vocabulary.  Use and display the Fourth of July Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.
b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.

c. For vocabulary practice, give students Fourth of July Word Search.  Students may complete this activity independently or in pairs.  Review answers orally.  An Fourth of July Word Search Answer Key is provided.

d. Fourth of July Crossword Puzzle provides practice activity and review of the history of this holiday.  Students should complete this exercise independently.  Review and discuss the answers orally.

5. Have the students follow along as you read out loud the Fourth of July Summary.  Discuss and check for comprehension.  Allow students to work with a partner in reading this summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

6. Review cardinal and ordinal numbers using Fourth of July Review of Ordinal Numbers handout.
7. For a grammar/pronunciation lesson, use Fourth of July Reading Dates Aloud in English.  
a. The instructional box tells students to use ordinal numbers when talking about dates.  Two examples are provided.  Point out to students that saying “July four” and “December twenty-five” is incorrect when talking about dates.  
b. Have students take turns reading aloud the listed dates that follow the instructional box. 
c. Ask for the significance of each date.  (March 21 is the first day of spring, June 21 is the first day of summer, September 21 is the first day of fall, and December 21 is the first day of winter)

d. Write the following on the board for students to copy: My birthday is _________.  Tell them to fill in the appropriate date.  Ask each student to tell his/her birthday to the class.  Be sure they use the appropriate ordinal number in their response.

8. To practice conversation, use the Fourth of July Conversation Part 1. 
a. Read the conversation aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.
b. Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.
c. Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.
d.  Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.
a. Repeat the same procedures for Fourth of July Conversation Part 2. 

9. Wrap up this lesson by giving the Fourth of July Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Fourth of July Pre-Test.

Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements. 



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Tests and Post-Tests.

4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Have students write sentences using vocabulary from this lesson.
2. Have students create their own dialogues using the gained information. Then have the students practice their dialogues with a partner.

3. Ask students what they plan to do to celebrate July fourth.  If they are able, have them write a paragraph or two about their plans.

4. Ask students if they celebrate an independence day in their countries.  Facilitate a discussion.

5. Teach “The Star-Spangled Banner” and other patriotic songs.  (My Country ‘tis of Thee; America, Grand Old Flag)

6. If you have access to a flagpole, hoist the American flag as the students sing the National Anthem.

7. For a virtual fireworks display and hoisting of the flag, go to http://members.cox.net/cyberskyconcert/.

8. Additional information on the Fourth of July holiday can be found at the following websites: 

a. http://theholidayspot.com/july4/
b. http://wilstar.net/holidays/july4.htm
9. Online quizzes related to Independence Day and American history:

a. http://theholidayspot.com/july4/quiz.htm
b. http://www.prongo.com/unitedstates/index.html
10. Decorate the classroom with balloons, and streamers, in red or blue. Paint the white balloons with stripes of red.   Paint silver or white stars on some blue balloons. You can also leave some red and blue balloons just as they are.  Make red, white, and blue tissue flowers.  The idea is to create a patriotic atmosphere.

11.  Organize a class musical show and/or historic play.  Have students participate in its creation.

12. Have a poster, poetry or story (of patriotic theme) reading contest.

13.  Arrange for the class to attend a public fireworks display and/or have students create their own fireworks with music at the following website: http://www.pbs.org/capitolfourth/fireworks.html.

14.  Follow this lesson with the unit entitled “Recognize the Declaration of Independence.”
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