Competency:  Identify the American Declaration of Independence 

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with general information about the Declaration of Independence, while introducing several irregular verbs.  This lesson is for higher beginning level students.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Declaration of Independence Pre-Test

2. Declaration of Independence Vocabulary Flash Cards

3. Declaration of Independence Vocabulary

4. Declaration of Independence Story
5. Declaration of Independence Conversations
6. Declaration of Independence Choose the Best Answer

7. Declaration of Independence Sentence Completion 
8. Declaration of Independence Grammar:  Irregular Verbs

9. Declaration of Independence Writing Sentences with Irregular Verbs (optional)
10. Declaration of Independence Post-Test

11. Pictures of the Declaration of Independence and Thomas Jefferson

12. Pictures of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and Mount Rushmore (optional)

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part asks students to circle the correct answer.  The second part is a grammar component using irregular verbs.  The third part tests oral proficiency.



	Approximate Time:  2-3 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple words in English.   Students should be able to recognize cardinal and ordinal numbers.  A lesson on the thirteen original colonies should precede this lesson.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

Britain

colony (colonies)
free    

official(s)
president

King George III

America

independent

England



	Vocabulary: 

belief 

colonists

Declaration of Independence  

declare  

documents   

protect  

pursuit  

Revolutionary War 

Thomas Jefferson 

unalienable  



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, pictures, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement (optional).


	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tapes, multimedia computer and in-focus projector.


	Activities:

1. Give the Declaration of Independence Pre-Test.
a. The first part tests student’s vocabulary through multiple-choice questions.  Tell students to circle their answers for each question.

b. The second part tests students’ knowledge of some irregular past tense verb forms.  Students are to write in the past tense forms on the table.

c. The third part is the oral component.  Call individual students into the hallway or in an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, call out each definition of the words in the table, one at a time, and ask students to tell you the correct vocabulary word.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)
d. Grade the student on a scale of 1-5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform task
2= student had some difficulty
3= student performance was fair
4= student performance was good
5= student performance was excellent
Score and retain in student portfolios.
2. Explain purpose of lesson. Show the students the Picture of the Declaration of Independence.  Ask the students if they know what is in the picture.  Also show students the Pictures of Thomas Jefferson.  Ask if anyone knows who Thomas Jefferson was?
3. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give the students Declaration of Independence Vocabulary.  Use and display the Declaration of Independence Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.

b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.

4. Have the students follow along as you read out loud the summary from the Declaration of Independence Story.  Discuss and check for comprehension.  Use pictures to back up reading.
a. Allow students 5 minutes to work with a partner in reading this summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

5. To practice conversation, use Declaration of Independence Conversations.
a. Read the first conversation aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.
b. Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.
c. Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.
d.  Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.
e. Repeat the steps for conversation part two.
6. Give students the Declaration of Independence Choose the Best Answer.  Allow students to use the Declaration of Independence Story and any other handout/notes to answer these questions.  Review answers orally.

7. Give students the Declaration of Independence Sentence Completion.  Allow students to use the Declaration of Independence Story and any other handout/notes to answer these questions.  Review answers orally.

8. For a grammar lesson, use the Declaration of Independence Grammar:   Irregular Verbs.  Go over the explanation of regular and irregular verbs using the text box on the handout.  Teach each of the new irregular verbs.  Make sure that students understand their meanings.  Provide pictures and pantomimes as necessary.  Have students complete the exercise that follows independently.  Review answers orally.

9. Play the Declaration of Independence Jeopardy.  This game was created with Microsoft PowerPoint.  The directions for using this game are as follows:

a. Insert floppy disc or CD-Rom, which contains the game, into a multimedia computer.  Open the PowerPoint program and game.

b. Click on the “Slide Show” tab on the tool bar.  A menu will appear.  Highlight and click “View Show.”  The game title will appear.  Press the “Enter” key or click the left mouse button to begin the game.

c. The game categories will appear with varying dollar amounts.  Divide the class into two teams.  Have one of the team’s representative select a category and a dollar amount.  Click the dollar amount of his/her selection.  A question or picture will appear.  If they give the correct answer, they earn that amount of “dollars” for their team.  If they do not give the correct answer, the other team gets a chance to answer the question for the dollar amount.

d. To leave the question and go back to the main Jeopardy board, click on the maroon arrow at the bottom left of the screen.  (You can easily tell which questions have been revealed on the main board because these dollar amounts change colors once they have been clicked on.)
e. The game is over when all questions have been revealed.  The team with the most “money” wins.

f. To end the game at any time, right click on the screen.  When the menu appears, click on “End Show.”

10. Wrap up this lesson by giving the Declaration of Independence Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Declaration of Independence Pre-Test.  
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements. 


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Tests and Post-Tests.

4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. As a follow-up activity to the grammar lesson in this unit, use the Declaration of Independence Writing Sentences with Irregular Verbs.  Remind students that these sentences are to be written in the past tense.

2. Have students write sentences using vocabulary from this lesson.
3. Play other games using the information gained in this lesson.

4. Have students create their own conversations using the information learned in this lesson.  Then, have the students practice their conversations with a partner. 

5. Give students additional information on Thomas Jefferson and/or the Declaration of Independence.  Some information can be found at the following website: http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/article.php?sid=170.  This website is for instructor information and is too difficult for beginning level students.

6. Discuss memorials and tributes to Thomas Jefferson. (Ex. Thomas Jefferson Memorial, the memorial at Mount Rushmore, etc.)  Show students Pictures of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and Mount Rushmore.
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