Declaration of Independence
Vocabulary
	1. Thomas Jefferson
	the 3rd president of the U.S.; main writer of the             Declaration of Independence
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	2. document
	an official paper
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	3. Declaration of Independence
	a letter to King George III of England saying that America was an independent country



	4. Revolutionary War
	the war between the 13 American Colonies and England (1775-1781)
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	5. declare
	to announce
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	6. belief
	an idea accepted as true


	7. unalienable
	cannot be taken away by the government



	8. pursuit
	the way a person works to get something
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	9. protect
	to defend



	10. colonists
	people who live in a town ruled by a country far away
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Story
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The Declaration of Independence is one of the most important documents in the United States.  Thomas Jefferson was the main writer of the Declaration of Independence.  
At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, the colonists in America declared to England that they were independent.  The colonists did not want to be ruled by the king.  They wrote a document that told why they were fighting for their independence.    The name of this document is the Declaration of Independence.

The basic belief of the Declaration of Independence is that all people are created equal.  The Declaration of Independence said that all people are born with certain unalienable rights.  Some of those rights are, “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

The Declaration of Independence said that governments should protect these rights.  It also said that governments get their powers from the people.

The Declaration of Independence also said that a bad government that hurts the people should be changed.  It listed all the things that the king had done to take away the rights of the people.  It told how the English government made colonists suffer.

     The Declaration of Independence ended by saying, “We the representatives of the United States of America…declare that these colonies are…free and independent states.”
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Conversations
Part One
	Speaker One:
	Excuse me.  Do you know anything about Thomas Jefferson?


	Speaker Two:
	Sure, Thomas Jefferson was our third president.



	
	

	Speaker One:
	Where can I find a picture of Thomas Jefferson today?



	Speaker Two:
	Thomas Jefferson can be found on the two-dollar bill and the nickel.


	
	

	Speaker One:
	What famous document did Thomas Jefferson write?



	Speaker Two:
	Thomas Jefferson wrote one of America's most important documents, the Declaration of Independence.


	
	

	Speaker One:
	Thanks for the information.



	Speaker Two:
	You are welcome.



Part Two
	Speaker One:
	What is the Declaration of Independence?



	Speaker Two:
	The Declaration of Independence is a letter to the king of England.


	
	

	Speaker One:
	What does the letter say?


	Speaker Two:
	The letter declares that America is free.


	
	

	Speaker One:
	What is the basic belief of the Declaration?


	Speaker Two:
	The basic belief of the Declaration is that all men are created equal.


	
	

	Speaker One:
	What else does the Declaration say?



	Speaker Two:
	The Declaration also says that all men have the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.


	
	

	Speaker One:
	Wow!  The Declaration of Independence sounds very important.


	Speaker Two:
	Yes, it is.
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Choose the Best Answer

Directions:  Circle the answer that correctly completes the sentence.

1. ____________ was the main writer of the Declaration of Independence.

a. Thomas Jefferson

b. England

2. The Declaration of Independence told how the English government made the ____________ unalienable.
a. colonists
b. England
3. The Declaration of Independence is one of America's most important ____________.
a. declared

b. documents

4. Governments are supposed to ____________ the rights of the people.

a. declare

b. protect

5. ____________ was mostly written by Thomas Jefferson.

a. Documents

b. The Declaration of Independence

6. "Life, liberty and the ____________ of happiness" are among the rights of all people.

a. pursuit

b. declare

7. The ____________ was fought between England and the American colonies.

a. Revolutionary War

b. Declaration of Independence

8. The Declaration of Independence said that all people are born with certain ____________ rights.

a. basic belief

b. unalienable

9. Americans ____________ to England that they were independent.

a. declared

b. pursuit

10. The ____________ of the Declaration of Independence is that all men are created equal.

a. pursuit

b. basic belief
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Sentence Completion

1. What did the Declaration of Independence declare to England?

It declared _____________________________________________________.
2. Who was the main writer of the Declaration of Independence?

The main writer of the Declaration of Independence was _____________________________________________________.
3. What is the basic belief of the Declaration of Independence?

The basic belief of the Declaration of Independence is _____________________________________________________.
4. According to the Declaration, where do governments get their powers?

Governments get their powers from ________________________.
5. What did the Declaration declare the colonies to be?

The Declaration declared that the colonies were ________________

_____________________________________________________.
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Grammar:  Irregular Verbs
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Directions:  Fill in the blank with the past tense form of the verb in parenthesis.

1. The colonists (leave) _______________ England.

2. They (go) _______________ to America.

3. The colonists (tell) _______________ the King of England that they wanted to be an independent country.

4. They (fight) _______________ the Revolutionary War with England.

5. Thomas Jefferson and some colonists (write) _______________ the Declaration of Independence.

6. This document (say) _______________ that America was an independent country.

7. They (send) _______________ the Declaration to the King of England.
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Writing Sentences with Irregular Verbs (Optional)

Directions:  Write a sentence using each irregular verb word.

wrote

went

said

sent

told

fought

left
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To form the past tense in English, simply add –ed to the end of most verbs.  These are regular verbs.





	walk(walked		learn(learned		wash(washed





Irregular verbs do not end in –ed:





write(�
wrote�
�
go(�
went�
�
say(�
said�
�
send(�
sent�
�
tell(�
told�
�
fight(�
fought�
�
leave(�
left�
�
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