Competency:  Understand the Process and Importance of Voting

	Lesson Overview: Students will demonstrate and appreciate the process and recognize the importance of voting in a democratic society.

This lesson plan includes the following:

1) Voting Vocabulary 

2) Voting Summary

3) Voting Fill in the Blanks 

4) Voting Quiz

5) Voting Grammar Review

6) Voting Dialogue

7) Voting Vocabulary Flash Cards

8) Ballot Sample (optional)



	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills: Basic understanding of the idea of Government.  A lesson on understanding the importance of government may need to be covered prior to this lesson.  The lesson on Federal/State/Local Government should definitely precede this lesson.  

Prerequisite Vocabulary: 

citizen

government

governors

important
mayors

November

senators

special

Tuesday

vice-president



	Vocabulary: 

ballot

democracy

Election Day

grant(ed)

minimum voting age

power

right

vote



	Materials Needed: Whiteboard or flip chart, handouts, flash cards, and sample ballot.



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:  

1) Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class. 

2) Provide a brief statement about the purpose of the lesson.  You may want to review American government and federal, state, and local government.

3) Introduce new vocabulary.  

a) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

b) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

c) Give students Voting Vocabulary.  Go over each definition carefully.  Read the sentence that uses the new vocabulary.  Ask individual students to read the sentences that use the new vocabulary. 

4) Read the Voting Summary to students.  Have them read along and listen.  Discuss key points, answer questions, and allow them a chance to read individually. Use pictures in Voting Summary to back up vocabulary.

5) Emphasize vocabulary with Voting Fill in the Blanks. After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.

6) Re-emphasize key points in the summary with the Voting Grammar Review. 

7) Give students Voting Dialogue.  Read the dialogue aloud as students follow along.  After reading the dialogue, make sure that the students understand the meaning of the dialogue and can correctly pronounce the words in the dialogue.

8) Have students practice the Voting Dialogue.  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.

9) Give students Voting Quiz.  You may wish to save this quiz for the next lesson as a brief review.

10) Ask students if there is a voting process in their native countries.  Compare and contrast American voting process with the voting process in their native countries.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1) Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2) Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1) Hold a class election.  Vote for class president, vice-president etc.  Have students make the ballots.

2) Make election posters especially during an election year.

3) Make buttons, stickers, or flyers stressing the importance of voting especially during an election year.

4) Give students more information on voting.  More advance students who are also computer literate may go to the website http://www.fec.gov/pages/electpg.htm which has a lot of information about voting including a section of Frequently Asked Questions about Voting.

5) Create a review game such as Jeopardy, etc. using the new information learned from this lesson. 
6) Bring Sample Ballots to class to show the students.

7) More advanced students who are also computer literate may go to the How to Vote website at http://www.cdlponline.org/vote.html.  This is an online election tutorial with audio, text, and pictures.  This tutorial is a great way for students to learn may about voting.  This website was developed in California so some of the references are specific to that state; however, it is still a good learning/teaching tool for general information.  
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