Competency:  Describe Valentine’s Day
	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to describe Valentine’s Day and understand why it is celebrated.  This lesson is for high intermediate students.

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Heart-Shaped Valentine’s Vocabulary Flash Cards

2. Valentine's Day Vocabulary 

3. The Story of Valentine’s Day

4. Valentine’s Day Matching

5. Valentine’s Day Vocabulary Word Search

6. Valentine’s Day Spelling Exercise

7. Thematic Unit about Valentine’s Day (Optional)

8. Heart Stationery (Optional)

9. Blank Hearts (Optional)

10. My Valentine’s Day Card List (Optional)

11. Valentine’s Day Pictionary (Optional)

12. Referenced books and materials (Optional)
13. Pictures of symbols associated with Valentine’s Day


	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences; be able to follow directions; have basic calendar skills; and be familiar with cardinal numbers.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:

candy

people

cards

pictures

celebrate

pink

cupid

pretty

February

red

flower(s)

rose(s)

friend(s)

special

heart

United States

holiday(s)

valentine

honor

Valentine’s Day

love

verses

messages

white


	Vocabulary:

engagement

marry

messages

priest

Roman Emperor

Saint Valentine

secret

sweethearts



	Materials Needed:  White board or flip chart, erasable marker, heart-shaped valentine’s vocabulary flash cards, handouts, prizes (optional), markers for students, manila envelopes, papers with valentine objects written on them (optional), timer (optional), and candy (optional)



	Equipment Needed:  None


	Activities:  

1) Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2) Ask the students if they have ever heard of Valentine’s Day and what they know about it already.  Write their responses on the board or a flip chart.  Explain to the students when we celebrate Valentine’s Day. (This is a good informal way of assessing student knowledge.)

3) Introduce new vocabulary.

a) Give students Valentine's Day Vocabulary handout.

b) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

c) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

4) Give students The Story of Valentine’s Day.  Read about Valentine’s Day to the students.  Have students follow along.  

a) Have students take turns reading one paragraph of the story out loud.  Repeat as necessary.

b) Have students get in pairs and practice reading the story to one another.

5)  Discuss the story by asking questions such as:

a. Who do we honor on Valentine’s Day?

b. When do we celebrate Valentine’s Day?

c. What do we do to celebrate Valentine’s Day?

d. Why was Saint Valentine put in jail?

You can add details and additional information as appropriate for the level of the students.

6) Ask the students if they celebrate Valentine’s Day or a similar holiday in their countries.   Facilitate discussion.

9) Give the students  Valentine’s Day Matching.  Review answers orally. 

10) Give the students Valentine’s Day Vocabulary Word Search.   Explain how to do a word search.  Students can do this activity alone or in small groups. This is done for vocabulary recognition. (This worksheet was made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.)

11) For additional vocabulary recognition practice, give students Valentine’s Day Spelling Exercise.

12) Have students make valentines for each other and have a Valentine’s Day party.  The instructor can bring in samples of simple Valentine cards to give students ideas when they are making their own Valentine cards.  Make sure you also give your students Valentine’s cards.

13) Game:  Have each student write his/her name on one of the Blank Hearts.  Pass the hearts around so that each student can write a word or phrase (on the back of the heart) that says something nice about the person whose name is on the heart. (Kind, pretty, smart, friendly, nice hair, good student, friend, etc.)  This reinforces the concept that Valentine’s Day is about letting loved ones and friends know how special they are and how fondly they are thought of.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1) Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2) Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1) The Oxford Picture Dictionary, “Holidays”, page 168 and The Oxford Picture Dictionary Beginning Workbook, “Holidays”, page 168.  
2) A Conversation Book 1 English in Everyday Life, “Holidays”, page 32.

3) Use the Thematic Unit about Valentine’s Day from School Express (www.schoolexpress.com).  The thematic units available for free from School Express may be reproduced for use in the classroom.  

4) Have students write a valentine note to a family member or friend.  Use the heart stationery provided or use plain paper.  This worksheet is available at http://www.primarygames.com/print_zone/stationery/older/hearts.htm  
No registration necessary.)

5) Buy some Valentine candy and put it in a jar.  The students must write their names and their guess about how many pieces of candy are in the jar.  The person closest to the correct number wins the jar and all of the candy in it.  You may have them either write out the numeral and/or the number word.

6) Play a CD or tape with traditional love songs as the students come into the class.

7) Have the students tell how you say, “I love you,” in their native language.

8) Use candy kisses, Valentine hearts, and other candies as “treats” for the students when going over vocabulary and to demonstrate the word candy.

9) Have students make a list of persons they would like to send a valentine.  My Valentine Card List.
10) Use the Heart-shaped Valentine’s Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

11)  Show students pictures of symbols associated with Valentine’s Day: hearts, cupid, roses, candy, etc.  Discuss these symbols and their meanings, both generic meanings and meanings specific to this holiday.  These go along with the prerequisite vocabulary and are especially helpful if students are not already familiar with these words.

12) Game: Valentine Pictionary
Supplies:  Chalkboard or flip chart, chalk or markers, eraser, manila envelope, papers with valentine objects written on them, timer.

How to Play:  Put papers with valentine objects written on them into the manila envelope.  Divide students into two (2) groups.  Flip a coin or otherwise determine which team goes first.  Invite a student from the playing team to approach the chalkboard or flip chart, draw a slip of paper, and read it to himself or herself.

When given the cue to "go" the student has one (1) minute to draw the object in hopes that his/her team members will guess the object on their paper.  If the team guesses correctly before time runs out, they score a point.  If the playing team does not guess correctly, the other team has five (5) seconds to try to come up with the correct answer.  If they guess correctly, they score a point and it is their turn to play. 

The team with the most points after all of the words have been chosen, wins.
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