Competency:  Recognize Common Traffic Signs
	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn the names and meanings of common traffic signs, how to recognize them, and how to talk about them.  

This lesson plan includes:

1. Traffic Signs Vocabulary 
2. PowerPoint Jeopardy Game

3. Traffic Signs Vocabulary Matching

4. Traffic Signs Vocabulary Flash Cards

5. Pictures of Traffic Signs Optional Vocabulary

6. Traffic Signs Optional Vocabulary
7. Traffic Signs Optional Vocabulary Matching

8. Referenced text and materials



	Approximate Time: 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to recognize cardinal numbers and understand the left from the right. 
Prerequisite Vocabulary:

ahead

left

miles

right

sign

stop

turn



	Vocabulary:  

Bike Route

Directional

Exit

Handicapped Access
Highway

Hospital

Interstate

Mileage

No Right Turn

No U-Turn

One Way

Speed Limit

Stop 
Traffic Light
Turning Lane
Yield


	Optional Vocabulary:

Crossroads ahead

Do Not Pass

Keep Right

Minimum/Maximum Speed Limit 

Pass With Care

Railroad Crossing ahead
Rest Area ahead

Right Side Road ahead

School Crossing

Sharp Curve ahead
Slippery When Wet

Stop sign ahead

Two-Way Traffic

Wrong Way

	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, pictures of traffic signs, and flash cards.


	Equipment Needed:  Laptop Computer with In-focus projector, disk containing PowerPoint presentation. 



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.  Go over the new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.
a. Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.
b. Give each student a copy of the handout Traffic Signs Vocabulary.  This is slide number 20 on the PowerPoint Presentation.  You will need to print it and make copies.  Go over the pronunciation of each sign.  Discuss what each sign means.  Ask students where they have seen these signs.  To check for understanding, have students point to the signs on this sheet as you call them out.

3. Give each student a copy of the handout Traffic Signs Vocabulary Matching. Print slide number 21 from the PowerPoint Presentation. This is a matching sheet for students to complete.  Check for student accuracy through class discussion of the correct answers.
4. Play Traffic Signs Jeopardy using the PowerPoint presentation.  If you have a large class, you will need a laptop computer and an in-focus projector.  If you have just a handful of students, you may seat them around a desktop computer.

Simply insert the disk and pull up the PowerPoint presentation entitled “Traffic Signs Jeopardy.”  Click on “Slide Show,” then “View Show.”  First you should see a title page.  Click once and you should see the blue game board with the categories Signs 1, Signs 2, and Signs 3.  Underneath each category are dollar values ($100-$600).

Students will tell you what category and dollar value they want.  Simply click on the category and dollar value.  A picture of a traffic sign will come up for the student to identify.  If the student correctly identifies the sign, he or she will earn that dollar value for his or her team.  If the student cannot identify the sign or doesn’t correctly identify the sign, you can ask other players if they can identify the sign.  The team with the most money at the end of the game wins.

To go back to the main Jeopardy board for the next player, simply click on the arrow at the bottom left-hand corner of the screen.
You will always know which categories have been answered because the link on the main Jeopardy board will change from light blue to light gray.

To end the game at any time, simply right-click anywhere on the screen, and then click “End Show.”



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor evaluation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Use Traffic Signs Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may make their own flash cards using 3” X 5” index cards.

2. Show the Pictures of Traffic Signs Optional Vocabulary.  Ask the students if they have ever seen these signs before, and to explain what each signs means.  

3. Give students Traffic Signs Optional Vocabulary.  Go over the optional vocabulary words and make sure the students understand the meaning of each word.

4. Give each student a copy of the Traffic Signs Optional Vocabulary Matching.  After the students have completed this exercise go over the answers orally.

5. Teach the “Safety Signs” lesson plan after you complete this unit.  Do in-class activities that combine these two units.

6. Give students more information about traffic signs using the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles websitehttp://www.dmv.dot.state.nc.us/driverlicense/DriversHandbook/Chapter5/TrafficSigns.html.

7. Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Oxford University Press, “Directions and Traffic Signs”, page 107.  

8. Oxford Picture Dictionary Intermediate Workbook, by Oxford University Press, “Directions and Traffic Signs”, page 107.

9. Have students complete activities from Building Real Life English Skills, Second Edition, a book by Carolyn Morton Starkey and Norgina Wright Penn.  The activities may be found on pages 250-259.This book was published by the National Textbook Company; Chicago, Illinois; 1991.
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