Competency:  Describe Thanksgiving

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn how to describe Thanksgiving, learn related vocabulary words, and practice with regular and irregular past tense verbs.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Thanksgiving Vocabulary 

2. Thanksgiving Crossword Puzzle

3. Thanksgiving Crossword Puzzle Answer Key

4. Thanksgiving Listening Activity

5. Thanksgiving Listening Activity Answer Key

6. Thanksgiving Regular Past Tense Verbs
7. $25,000 Pyramid Game PowerPoint Presentation
8. Thanksgiving Irregular Past Tense Verbs
9. Thanksgiving Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time: 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students should have had some experience in reading and writing in English.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

American

bread
corn

England

green bean(s)
onion(s)
potato(es)
spice(s)
sweet potato(es)

vegetable(s)


	Vocabulary:  

colony  (colonies)

dressing

feast(s)

give thanks

harvest(s)

hunt(ed)

Indian(s)

Pilgrim(s)

share

ship(s)

thanksgiving

turkey(s)

yam(s)


	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

built  (built)

eat  (ate)

give  (gave)

grow  (grew)

have   (had)

make  (made)

teach  (taught)



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, handout, call bell (optional), prizes (optional), play money (optional), and flash cards.


	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia Computer and In Focus Projection Unit


	Activities:

1. Give each student a Thanksgiving Day Vocabulary.   Go over the pronunciation and definition of each word.  Answer any questions the students may have.

2. Have students complete the Thanksgiving Day Crossword Puzzle for practice and reinforcement of the vocabulary words.  A Thanksgiving Day Crossword Puzzle Answer Key is provided with this lesson plan.

3. The Thanksgiving Day Listening Activity gives students an opportunity to listen for the vocabulary words and write them correctly.  Read the Thanksgiving Day passage from the Answer Key.  Tell students to listen as you read it to them and fill in the blanks in the passage with the words they hear.  Read the passage at a normal pace the first time, and a little slower the second time.  Read it a third time if the students need to hear it again.  Ask for volunteers to read the paragraphs to the class with the missing words.  Write the words on the board so that students may check their spellings.  Give other students an opportunity to read the passage aloud and/or read it in pairs.

4. Give each student the worksheet entitled “Thanksgiving: Regular Past Tense Verbs.”  The purpose of this worksheet is to teach students how to form the past tense with most verbs in English.  Explain to the students that they can make regular verbs past tense by simply adding “ed.”  An example is provided on the worksheet.  Ask students for other examples.  Write these on the board.  Tell students to complete this worksheet by changing the verbs in the sentences to past tense.  Check it together as a class.  Don’t forget to tell the class that when a verb ends in “e” such as “invite,” that they simply add a “d.”

5. Play the Thanksgiving $25,000 Pyramid game created with PowerPoint.  There are a number of ways that the game may be played.  You may use it as an assessment tool by calling up one student at a time and “timing” them (if you wish).  You may load it on several computers and have students play it in pairs with one student facing away from the screen while the other reads the clue.  This game may also be played in teams by providing a call bell to each team and awarding points to the team who rings in first.

How to navigate the game on the computer:  Insert the CD-Rom and open the PowerPoint presentation entitled, “Thanksgiving $25,000 Pyramid.”  To begin the game, click “Slide Show,” then “View Show.”  This will take you to the $10,000 Pyramid game board.  

You will see a Pyramid made of six triangles.  You will also see that this first game is worth $10,000.  To reveal the $100 question, simply click on the “$100 triangle.”  After the student(s) have answered the $100 question, click on the arrow at the top left corner of your screen.  This will take you back to the main game board, where you will click on the $200 question.  Continue in this fashion until all triangles have been revealed.  If the team or individual successfully answers all of the triangles, then award them $10,000 using play money.  If they do not answer all of the items, add the dollar amounts of the items they did answer correctly and award them that amount using play money.

In order to advance to the $25,000 Pyramid game board, you must first go back to the $10,000 game board.  Click on the screen.  You will immediately be taken to the $25,000 Pyramid board complete with new questions.  Play this board the same way you did the $10,000 board and award the team or individual $25,000 (using play money) if they successfully answer all of the items.  If they do not answer all of the items, add the dollar amounts of the items they did answer correctly and award them that amount using play money.  The team with the most money is the winner.  You may decide to hand out prizes to the team with the most money.
To end the game:  After all questions have been revealed and answered, click on the arrow at the bottom left corner of the screen, then click “End Show.”



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher’s observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student handouts.


	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Use Thanksgiving Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may make their own flash cards using 3” X 5” index cards.

2. Bring a recipe to class for a casserole or pie.  Teach students how to read and follow a recipe by allowing them to prepare the dish in class.  Bon appetit!

3. Provide students with recipes written in English.  Have the students to look over their recipes to see if they have questions about them.  Tell students to prepare a Thanksgiving dish at home following their recipe and bring it to class.  Have a Thanksgiving dinner together.  Be sure to place signs with the dishes’ names on them in front of each dish.

4. Teach the present and past tense forms of the verbs listed for the optional activities.  Teach the pronunciation of each word and provide sentence examples.  Don’t forget to ask your students for examples.
5. Have students complete the Thanksgiving Irregular Past Tense Verbs.  Check the answers and provide feedback in class. 
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