Competency:  Understand Report Cards

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with report cards and will learn to read and understand them.

This lesson includes:  

1. Report Card Vocabulary 

2. Report Card Vocabulary Matching 

3. Report Card Word Search 

4. Report Card Word Search Answer Key

5. Understanding Report Cards PowerPoint Presentation

6. Sample Report Card 

7. Questions for Sample Report Card

8. Report Card Vocabulary Flash Cards

9. Report Card Crossword Puzzle 

10. Report Card Crossword Puzzle Answer Key



	Approximate Time:  3 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to recognize the alphabet, be able to read and write simple sentences, be familiar with cardinal numbers and ordinal numbers, be familiar with months of the year, be able to follow simple one-step directions, and be able to read charts, tables, or graphs.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

average

bad

good

month(s)

parent(s)

student(s)

teacher(s)

week(s)

year(s)



	Vocabulary: 

absent

art

conference(s)

failing

grade(s)

mathematics

music

passing

physical education

promoted

reading

report card(s)

science

social studies

spelling

subject(s)

tardy/tardies 

writing


	Optional Vocabulary:

absence(s)

arithmetic

citizenship

conduct

excellent

excused

grade report

history

needs improvement

satisfactory

unexcused 

unsatisfactory



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, PowerPoint presentation disk or printed slides, handouts, vocabulary flash cards, and prizes (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  Desktop or Laptop computer with projection unit.



	Activities:  
1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance of understanding report cards.

2. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have students repeat the words aloud as a group and then individually.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well. 

b. Give the students Report Card Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings of the words.

c. Give the students Report Card Vocabulary Matching.  Have students work individually.  Review the answers orally.

3. Show the PowerPoint presentation entitled “Understanding Report Cards.”  If you don’t have a computer in your classroom, simply print the PowerPoint slides and use them as flash cards.

4. Give students Report Card Word Search.  Use the Report Card Word Search Answer Key to check students' work.  (These worksheets were made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.)

5. Ask students if they received good grades or bad grades when they were in school.  Have the students discuss how they were graded.  Ex.  Numeric or letters.

6. Ask students what their favorite subjects were when they were in school.   Lead in class discussion.

7. Give the students Sample Report Card.   Explain the report card in detail with the students.  Make sure they understand how to read the report card and that you have answered all of their questions concerning the report card.

8. Give the students Questions for Sample Report Card.  You may have them work in pairs or individually to answer the question.  After the students have completed the worksheet, review the answers orally.  



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheet.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:
1. Ask students to bring in report cards from their country.  (Some may not feel comfortable doing this, so use discretion.) Compare report card formats.

2. Bring in your old report cards.  Students love to see how their teacher used to be!

3. Let students create their own report cards for ESL class.  Have the students give themselves letter grades for Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing, and Cultural Knowledge.

4. Use Report Card Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

5. Give students Report Card Crossword Puzzle.  Students should complete this sheet independently.  Check answers orally as a group.  Use the Report Card Crossword Puzzle Answer Key to check students' work.  (These worksheets were made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.)

6. Introduce Optional Vocabulary.  You may want to write the optional vocabulary on the board.  

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have students pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well. 

b. Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

7. Using the Optional Vocabulary listing, explain how some schools/classes use a grading scale of Excellent, Satisfactory, Unsatisfactory, Needs Improvement instead of a grading scale of A,B,C,D,F.

8. Using the Optional Vocabulary listing, explain that sometimes there are more subject areas on a report card than the basic reading, writing, mathematics, etc.  Also explain and give examples of how different names/titles can be used for the same subject area.  Ex.  Mathematics/Math/Arithmetic or  Social Studies/History.  

9. Explain the difference between an excused and an unexcused absence.  You may want to teach the lesson plan "Write an excuse for a school absence" after this lesson plan.
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